
When Sir Allan Sewell retired from the office of Chancellor 

on 21 March 1988, he concluded the longest unbroken term 

of office ever served by an external member of the Griffith 

University Council.

His association with the University began in December 1970 

when he was appointed by the Queensland Government as 

one of the thirteen members of the Interim Council which 

was charged with the responsibility for developing a second 

university in Brisbane. He was elected Deputy Chancellor in 

1975, a position he occupied until his election as Chancellor 

in 1985.

In his long and uninterrupted service on Council, Sir Allan 

worked indefatigably for the interests of the University. His 

term as Chancellor coincided with a period of significant 

changes in Commonwealth Government policies on the 

funding of higher education and of expectations of 

priorities within institutions. Sir Allan’s financial expertise 

guided Council in making a number of urgent and significant 

decisions, amongst them the decision to market the 

University’s research skills and to make some of its programs 

available as full-fee paying programs to overseas students. 

Sir Allan’s official and unofficial contributions to the growth 

of Griffith, especially his financial and administrative 

acumen, were of inestimable value to the University during 

its formative years.

 

Sir Allan Sewell FIMA FIDA DUniv (1915-1988) 

Griffi th’s Second Chancellor
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