Deconstructing the Assignment Question

Sample Essay Question
“Discuss the advances in the Australian healthcare system over the last 20 years, including an examination of changes in technology, access to healthcare facilities, the impact of private health insurance and the increase of urbanisation.”





TOPIC WORDS
What is the task about?


LIMITING WORDS OR BOUNDARIES
What is the scope of the task?


DIRECTIVE WORDS
What are you specifically being asked to do?








Main Topic
What is the main topic? What is this about?
In this example, you can see that Advances in the Australian Healthcare System is the main topic of this assignment question.

“Discuss the advances in the Australian healthcare system over the last 20 years, including an examination of changes in technology, access to healthcare facilities, the impact of private health insurance and the increase of urbanisation.”


Limiting words or Boundaries

What specific limits or boundaries have been provided in the question? What specific aspects of the main topic do you need to focus on? This will indicate the scope that you been given in relation to addressing the main topic.
The first limiting factor provided is related to a timeframe. You only need to focus on advances in the Australian Healthcare system over the last 20 years. You are also being asked to limit your examination of advances in the Australian Healthcare system to 4 main subtopics, which are:
· Changes in technology
· Access to healthcare facilities
· Impact of private health insurance and the
· Increase of urbanisation


“Discuss the advances in the Australian healthcare system over the last 20 years, including an examination of changes in technology, access to healthcare facilities, the impact of private health insurance and the increase of urbanisation.”


[bookmark: _gjdgxs]
Directive Words

What you are being asked to do? In this question, you are being asked to discuss the advances and examine 4 different aspects.  So you need to consider various sides of the main topic (in other words, discuss it) as well as undertake a closer inspection (or examination) of each of the four subtopics.


“Discuss the advances in the Australian healthcare system over the last 20 years, including an examination of changes in technology, access to healthcare facilities, the impact of private health insurance and the increase of urbanisation.”
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