
 

	

Panel Discussion 

Agents of Change: What can youth offer peace and security? 

Youth are central to global peace and security challenges. In countries and regions most affected by conflict, forced 
displacement, risk of radicalisation and the increasingly urgent consequences of climate change, young people make 
up a significant portion of the population. The Asia-Pacific region has over 1 billion young people aged 10-24, more 
than half of the global youth population. Yet, youth are often overlooked in formal efforts to address these 
challenges. Despite their exclusion from traditional decision-making structures recent events, including the global 
school climate strike and the anti-gun violence movement in the US, demonstrate that youth as a generation possess 
exceptional social and political power. The mobilisation of youth highlights their ability to challenge the institutional 
‘status quo’ through public protests and activism. 
  
In post-conflict contexts, young people have been operating from the margins of their communities developing and 
implementing positive practices intended to build more secure and peaceful societies. Their contributions have 
received increased attention within the formal structures of the international community.  This includes the 
establishment of an emergent Youth, Peace and Security agenda that is a positive step forward. This agenda faces 
operational challenges, which warrant consideration to ensure that its implementation is meaningful for youth. 
  
This panel will ask how and what youth can contribute to peace and security, in the broader context of established 
attention to gender, securitisation of peace, and young people’s already existing activism. 
 

Panellists 
 

Betty Barkha is a PhD Candidate with Monash GPS, on the 
regional coordination team for the UN major group on 
Children and Youth and an advisor to FRIDA Young Feminist 
Fund. 

 
Helen Berents is a Senior Lecturer in the School of Justice, 
Faculty of Law at the Queensland University of Technology. 
Her work explores the participation and representations of 
youth and children in peace and conflict.  
 
David Duriesmith is a Development Fellow in the School of 
Political Science and International Studies at the University of 
Queensland. David researches masculinity, violent extremism, 
armed conflict and violence prevention. 

 
Caitlin Mollica is a Lecturer at the School of Government and 
International Relations, Griffith University. Her work examines 
the contributions of women and youth to post-conflict 
practices. 

 
Jacqui True FASSA, is a Professor of International Relations 
and Director of the Monash Gender, Peace and Security 
Centre, Monash University, Australia  
 

 
 

        Event details 
 
Wednesday 27 November 2019 
 
6:30pm-8:00pm  

 
Ship Inn Function Space, Sidon 
Street, South Bank.  
 
Light supper and drinks will be 
served. 
 

Places are limited for this 
free event, please book early 
to avoid disappointment. 
RSVP by Tuesday 19 
November 2019 email 
a.macdonald@griffith.edu.au

 


