Chinese Cultural Day at Sheldon College
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On 21 June 2019 the Tourism Confucius Institute at Griffith University (TCI) was invited to hold a Chinese Cultural
Day at Sheldon College. Over one hundred Year 7 students got together with the TCl teachers to share the unique
charm of Chinese culture.
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In the morning TCl teacher Niki Zhang introduced the historical development and cultural connotations of Chinese
knots. Various Chinese knots were also displayed and the teachers showed the students how to make lucky knots.
After the lucky knots were done, TCI teacher Phoebe Huang played a solo on the pipa. One song was Rain in Water
Town and the other was Blue and White Porcelain. The students were all focused on the music and enjoyed the
performance.
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In the afternoon, TCl teacher Niki Zhang introduced Chinese paper-cutting and demonstrated paper-folding. TCI
teacher Mavis Li introduced Chinese painting and demonstrated ink-blowing painting. The students were divided
into two groups and rotated through the two activities. They were amazed that such a small piece of colourful paper
could turn into a boat and they also created paper wintersweet blossoms. After the paper-folding and ink-blowing
painting activities, TCl teacher Phoebe Huang introduced the basic techniques of performing on the pipa and let the
students feel the instrument. For most of the students, this was their first experience with the traditional Chinese

pipa.
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This Chinese Cultural Day was a huge success, and all the students expressed their gratitude in Chinese!
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Phoebe Huang performing on the pipa



