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"The First Confucius Institute Cup" Gold Coast Dragon Boat Race

“The First Confucius Institute Cup" Dragon Boat Race was held on the Gold Coast on the 6th October 2019 using
equipment kindly provided by the Dragon Boat Queensland Club. Three teams from the Confucius Institute at the
University of Queensland, the Confucius Institute at the Queensland University of Technology and the Tourism
Confucius Institute at Griffith University participated in this competition.

The dragon boat race is one of the traditional customs of the Chinese Dragon Boat Festival, which can be traced back
to the Spring and Autumn Period and the Warring States Period. At that time, a patriotic poet named Qu Yuan killed
himself by jumping into the Miluo River because the fatuous emperor could not run the country. In order to
commemorate the death of Qu Yuan, every year on 5 May people launched dragon boats to disperse the fish in the
river so the fish they cannot eat the body of Qu Yuan. These days the dragon boat race has retained its original
entertainment value and folk beliefs. It is also a competition based on teamwork.


https://baike.baidu.com/item/%E6%98%A5%E7%A7%8B%E6%88%98%E5%9B%BD/53913
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In order to enable Confucius Institute students to experience and know more about the Chinese dragon boat culture,
the Tourism Confucius Institute (TCl) created the "Confucius Institute Cup" Dragon Boat Race and received positive
responses from two other Confucius Institutes at UQ and QUT. The three Confucius Institutes quickly organised their
Dragon Boat teams and received training from the Gold Coast Chinese Club Inc Dragon Boat Team.

The TCI Dragon Boat Team was made up of ten women and nine men, including TCI students, university students and
staff from Griffith University. Our sponsor also provided a professional helmsman.




The TCl team group photo

The competition was divided into three rounds. The first two races were warm-up runs, and the final run decided the
race result. In order to win the race, players of every team shouted slogans and worked in unison. The Confucius
Institute from the University of Queensland was ranked first, followed by the Confucius Institute at the Queensland
University of Technology. The Tourism Confucius Institute came in third. There was only a six second difference
between the three Confucius Institute teams, which was an excellent result for the non-professional paddlers. After

experiencing this exciting event, the players expressed their great interest in this Chinese traditional water
competition.

Group photo of the three Confucius Institute teams



