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Chinese Han Opera Visits Griffith University
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At the invitation of the Tourism Confucius Institute at Griffith University (TCl), a group of 16 people from the Wuhan
Han Opera Company visited the TCl on the morning of November 26, providing a unique experience for TCl and
Griffith university students. Later that night the TCl assisted the Queensland Chutian Friendship Association, the
Queensland Chinese Federation and the Queensland Chinese Arts Federation to host a performance of classic
Chinese opera at SunPAC in Brisbane.
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Han opera, formerly known as Chu tune, Han tune (Chu Qian, Chu Qu), is commonly known as "Erhuang". This opera
form originated in Hubei in the middle of the Qing Dynasty and became known as Han opera during the Republic of

China era. Han opera is mainly found in the Hubei Province as well as Hunan, Henan, Sichuan and other provinces. It
has a history of more than 400 years and features ten characters. The main instruments for accompaniment are the
Hugin, Yueqin, Sanxian and Drum Board.
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Chinese traditional opera combines poetry, music, dance and martial arts. In order to take advantage of the Wuhan
Han opera’s visit, the TCI organized a "Chinese opera character" event in front of the International Building on the
Gold Coast campus.



SYEE R 08 B IERT R FF A E IR EIZZA Chinese opera actors making up students

SRR RIS F A MBI B {E Han opera actors teaching students opera postures
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The dramatic costumes with strong Chinese characteristics and exaggerated facial colours and patterns immediately
attracted students.
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Chinese club member Jessy playing the role of Mu Guiying
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Jessy, a member of the TCI Chinese Club, dressed as the brave and incomparable female general "Mu Guiying". She
demonstrated much energy and spot-on gestures, which was amazing since she had never been exposed to Chinese
opera before. Jessy said, “It is a fascinating portrayal of China’s unique culture. The costumes and makeup are
stunning, adding to an extraordinary vision that leaves one in awe. "

Jessy and Victor
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Victor Marchewa has lived and studied in China. Although he can speak Chinese fluently, he is still new to Chinese
opera. This was his first time to put on makeup and a Han opera costume, which attracting passers-by to take photos
with him. Because the original host became ill, Victor was chosen to be the host of the Han opera performance that
night. With the help of TCl volunteers, he researched Chinese opera to prepare himself for his role of MC. Victor's
casual conversion between Chinese and English surprised the audience. The interaction and cooperation between
him and the female host were remarkable. After the performance, he told us that he enjoyed taking photos with
people and said "Today's event was a really fun opportunity get a feel for Chinese culture and history through
interacting with the Han Opera performers and trying on their costumes."
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Other students also tried on Han opera costumes. The wide sleeves of the Han opera costumes, bright colours and
distinctive patterns left a deep impression on them.
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The performance of Chinese Han opera began at 7:00 pm. The TCl invited Mr. Kieron Roost, director of the
Commercial Performance Department of the Queensland Performing Arts Centre, and more than 50 TCl members
and their families to watch the performance. The Wuhan Han Opera performed traditional Chinese pieces such as
"The Death of Xijiato", "Sweeping the Snow and Beating the Bow!", and "Reconnaissance of Position of Lady Mu
Triumphs at the Tianmenzhen Battle". Instrumental music, songs and dance were warmly welcomed by the
audience. Victor Marchewa won applause for his witty hosting style and fluent Chinese.

Victor 53R H A FHF FHR L
Victor co-hosts the performance with the hostess of the Wuhan Han Opera

(BT R IE-NREY BIFR "Mu Guiying" (B EIEE "The Death of Xijiao"
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TCl Volunteer Huang Yanan's Pipa solo "Moonlight of Spring River"
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Chinese opera is much more than just costumes, makeups, gestures and musical instruments. When Chinese opera
travels abroad, the persistence and hard work of generations of opera artists help promote Chinese traditional opera
to the world. The TCI will strive to create future opportunities to present more Chinese culture to the Australian
public.



