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Sustainable Transport 
Strategy 
This strategy focuses on travel by staff, 
students, and visitors to and from Griffith 
campuses, including inter-campus travel. Air 
travel is excluded. 

Context:    Griffith’s campuses differ. 
Southbank campus is almost entirely car-free, 
serviced by bus, rail and ferry. Mt Gravatt 
campus is on the SE-Busway and has plentiful 
parking. Nathan campus has large car parks and 
is serviced by bus and linked to Mt Gravatt and 
the busway via the Griffith inter-campus buses. 
Logan campus is serviced by bus but is very car-
dependent. The Gold Coast campus has recently 
expanded parking and is serviced by bus and 
light rail.  

Many students and staff are ‘locked in’ to 
driving to campus as it is too far to walk or 
cycle from where they live and there are 
mismatches between public transport services 
and individual travel needs.  Often there are no 
alternatives. Car parking provision is therefore 
essential and a necessary part of future 
transport planning at all campuses other than 
South Bank. However, the rise of new 
technologies (and car sharing) creates new 
challenges for how we provide and manage 
parking. 

 
Student travel demand is changing. Young 
Australians are getting their driver’s licence 
later, if at all. International students arrive in 
the country car-free. Public transport use by 
students has risen sharply in SEQ – today one in 
five trips on public transport is made by a 
tertiary student. Bicycle use rates are starting to 
rise for students. Ride-sharing applications are 
becoming more popular with this population 
segment given their price competitiveness with 
taxis. 

 

 

Aim:   Our aim is to increase the proportion 
of travel that is made by sustainable modes of 
transportation.   

We will increase (in order of priority) walking, 
cycling, public transport, ride-sharing, car-
sharing and we will reduce private car use.  

The focus is on behaviour change – encouraging 
those staff and students who have a choice 
between alternative modes to make sustainable 
choices. Given expected increases in staff and 
student numbers at our campuses, this primarily 
means shifting future travel demand away from 
cars and reducing the pressure to further expand 
car parking. This will involve doing what we can 
on-campus to promote sustainable travel and 
working with government to increase supply of 
sustainable transport modes.  

 

Actions:         
Supportive spatial patterns: Where students and 
staff live plays a significant role in their transport 
decisions. We will: 

• encourage better residential decisions by 
recommending accommodation in public 
transport corridors and in close proximity to 
campus for ease of walking and cycling;  and 

• encourage densification and re-use of sites 
near busway and light rail stations, including 
at Mt Gravatt. 

Walking: We will encourage walking access to our 
campuses for those who live nearby by: 

• Safety: Griffith University will continue to 
maintain safety of our staff and students 
through providing lighting, quality wayfinding 
as well as security escort services. 
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• Amenity: Griffith University will continue 
to ensure our campuses provide 
appropriate walking environments by 
providing quality footpaths, shade and 
seating. We will also work with local 
councils to provide pleasant walking paths 
to our campuses. 

• Wayfinding: We will continue to improve 
wayfinding and mapping to help people 
find their way around campus.  

  
Cycling:  Griffith University has installed high 
quality bicycle parking and end-of-trip facilities 
to provide for staff and students who ride to 
the campus. We will continue to increase the 
number and quality of end-of-trip facilities to 
cater for future demand. 

We will work with councils and the state 
government to provide quality bicycle paths 
leading to Griffith University campuses. We will 
provide links to bicycle maps and safe routes to 
campus on our website. We will also encourage 
cycling through partnership with local bicycle 
user groups, peak cycling bodies and 
involvement in events such as Ride to Work 
day. 

We will explore possible participation in new 
pod-less bicycle sharing systems, particularly if 
the City of Gold Coast introduces a scheme. 

 
 

Public Transport: Most of our campuses are 
well served by public transport, and many staff 
and students take advantage of these services. 
The G:Link light rail has transformed the Gold 
Coast campus. Our inter-campus buses have 
proven extremely popular. Griffith University 
will continue working with TransLink and public 
transport providers to: 

• Provide a better, more efficient and 
effective public transport network to 
provide access to our campuses. 

• Provide affordable fares and improved 
arrangements for concession cards. 

• Provide quality bus/tram stops and 
information to improve the experience 
while waiting and improve legibility. 

• Promote light rail use, particularly with the 
opening of Stage 2 to Helensvale. 

• Engage with others in planning for a “green 
link” to provide a busway and non-
motorised transport corridor to service the 
Logan Campus. 

• Ensure high quality inter-campus bus 
travel, particularly between Mt Gravatt, 
Nathan and the busway, and between the 
Gold Coast and northern campuses. 

• Provide safe, well located taxi drop-
off/pick-up spaces on campus. 
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Ride Sharing: Griffith University already 
encourages carpooling. A watching brief will be 
placed on new ride sharing technologies and 
services. If these move beyond taxi-like services 
(i.e. UberX) to multiple passenger services they 
may provide significant benefit to the student 
market. Ensuring safe passenger pick-up and 
drop-off will continue as a priority.  

Car Sharing:  Car sharing services allow 
members to rent cars for short periods of time 
(i.e. GoGet, Zipcar). The University will consider 
whether providing car parking spaces for car 
sharing operators is of value, particularly at the 
residences.  

Hybrid Vehicles: Recently the car fleet began to 
transition from petrol-driven cars to hybrids, 
with the intention to build an all-hybrid fleet as 
replacements fall due.  

Electric Vehicles: Costs to install rapid vehicle 
charging stations are high and management of 
public users has proven difficult in some 
jurisdictions abroad. Griffith University will 
consider options for vehicle charging as 
technology improves. 

Parking:  Griffith University will regularly review 
parking charges. A flexible system of parking 
charges can discourage parking at times and 
places of peak demand while catering for those 
who cannot easily access our campuses through 
other means. Enforcement ensures orderly 
parking behaviour and limits ‘free-riding’.  

The University will explore providing real-time 
information on available spaces in new  

parking structures to better inform drivers of 
availability. This may be useful to reduce long 
detours needed at the Gold Coast when spaces 
are full.  

Information online 

The University provides extensive information 
about access to our campuses on our website.  
We will provide ongoing improvements and 
highlight sustainable modes of transport. The 
Griffith app also provides this information for 
mobile phone users. 

 

Evaluating our Progress 
Our key performance indicator will be the 
percentage of students and staff travelling to 
each campus by different transport modes. 
Our intent is to reduce the proportion of travel 
by private car. This can be measured by 
inclusion of a key question in existing 
staff/student surveys.  

Other university data will also be sourced, 
where possible, to track progress on elements 
of this strategy including bicycle parking counts, 
car parking counts, permit numbers, inter-
campus bus passenger counts, and campus-
specific surveys currently undertaken in some 
courses. Government data that may be used 
include Go-card data records and the household 
travel survey.

 


