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Juiced TV's Paddle for Kids Festival and Dragon Boat Race Day
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On 15 June 2019 the Tourism Confucius Institute at Griffith University (TCI) was invited by Juiced TV to join their
annual community fundraiser at Southbank in Brisbane. Juiced TV is an Australian first entertainment initiative that
benefits the health and wellbeing of sick kids and their families in hospital, one episode at a time. The program
began in January 2015 at the Queensland Children’s Hospital. Since then it has directly touched the lives of more
than 2700 patients and their families by improving the hospital journey, creating a unique way for them to engage
and communicate with one another. The fundraiser was aimed at improving the living quality of sick kids and their
families across Australia.
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Dragon boat racing is said to originate from the legend of people paddling out on boats to seek the body of patriotic
poet Qu Yuan (343—-278 BC), who drowned himself in a river. Dragon boat racing is the most important activity
during the Dragon Boat Festival. The wooden boats are shaped and decorated in the form of a Chinese dragon. The
boat size varies by region, is about 20—35 meters in length and needs 30—60 people to paddle it. During the races,
dragon boat teams paddle harmoniously and hurriedly, accompanied by the sound of beating drums. It is said that
the winning team will have good luck and a happy life in the following year.

Juiced TV’s fundraiser for sick kids across Australia received support from other local organisations such as the
Children’s Hospital Foundation, Dragon Boat Queensland and the VITA Foundation.
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The TCl prepared handicrafts such as bracelets, Chinese knots, paper-cutting, lanterns, kites and sandbags in
advance for the charity sale. We also provided a photo booth with Chinese clothing and Chinese calligraphy featuring
people’s names for a small donation.
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TCl teachers Lucy Li and Phoebe Huang presented a traditional musical performance on stage. The first song, “Blue
and White Porcelain” was played on the pipa and bamboo flute. The other song, “Fernleaf Hedge Bamboo in the
Moonlight” was played on the cucurbit flute. Visitors were touched by the enchanting melodies and amazed by the
musical performance.




BB E 8 RIFEEEITF 4 |, IRFFLFEBEEN LRRR TPENMN, XITBRMER) LEFE T 56 iR
TR, BLENEDSEIRGE MRS LE, HEAMINSTIIRERBEZ.

The fundraiser began at 8.00 am and ended at 4.00 pm. The TClI highlighted Chinese culture and also raised $56.00 as
a modest contribution to the third annual Paddle for Kids Festival and Dragon Boat Race Day. It was a huge success,
raising more than $120,000 to support Juiced TV on their mission to connect sick kids across Australia.




