
Free stuff 
at Griffith
This free online service is available to 
Griffith staff and students, allowing them to recycle 
their pre-loved items. These items are then made 
available to Griffith students at no cost to make use of.

If you have any enquiries regarding this service, please 
contact Ms Grace Lui at g.lui@griffith.edu.au or on 
(07) 3735 7254.

For more information and to access this service 
please visit griffith.edu.au/welfare

Flight Centre Environmental and Communications Manager Tara Young 
(left) pictured with QCA doctoral candidate Claire Tracey (right).

Griffith academic named 
among world’s best for 
highly cited research
Professor Huijun Zhao (pictured 
right), Director of the Centre for 
Clean Environment and Energy, 
has been named a 2018 Highly 
Cited Researcher by Clarivate 
Analytics. The accolade is a first 
for Griffith University and 
underlines Professor Zhao’s 
reputation as one of the most 
influential scientists in the world.

Professor Zhao’s research focuses 
on clean environment and energy applications, 
including solar cells, turning water into hydrogen fuel 
and the role nanotechnology can play in this field.

READ MORE

Griffith partners 
with Flight Centre on 
sustainable art exhibition
Students at the Queensland College of Art are repurposing, 
redesigning and recycling to create stunning works of art, 
forgoing paints and canvas in favour of bed linen, data 
cables, plastic bottles, CDs and bubble wrap.

Queensland College of Art and Flight Centre 
teamed up for an exhibition at South Bank, 
Morphosis, to showcase the works.

The exhibition, which included sculpture, video 
installation, paintings and photography, was on display 
at QCA’s Grey Street Gallery and the Flight Centre foyer 
until 9 February.

Doctoral candidate Claire Tracey curated the exhibition, 
after completing several sustainable artworks during 
a residency at Flight Centre’s global headquarters at 
South Bank last year.

READ MORE

  griffith.edu.au/sustainabilityIssue 19 March / April 2019

Griffith Sustainability News
Griffith Sustainability News for staff and students celebrates sustainability 
initiatives at Griffith and encourages everyone to get involved.
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Our progress towards achieving at least a 26% 
reduction from 2010/11 levels by 2030.

• In 2017/2018, our Scope 1 and 2 emissions have 
increased by 3.03% on an absolute basis, compared 
with the 2010/11 baseline.

• On a normalised basis, that is taking into consideration 
Gross Floor Area (GFA), our Scope 1 and 2 emissions 
have reduced by 22.1% when compared with the 
2010/11 baseline.

• Total Greenhouse Gas emissions per square metre went 
from 177.9kg CO2-e/m2 in 2016/2017 to 162.5kg 
CO2-e/m2 in 2017/2018, a decrease of 8.7%.

• The TEFMA Benchmark data provides the Higher Education 
sector with information for comparing an institution’s 
performance against the sector on a range of metrics. 

LED upgrade project
A key objective of the University’s sustainability 
agenda is to reduce energy consumption. 

A major project for Campus Life is the replacement 
of fluorescent tube light fittings with more energy 
efficient (LED) light fittings, across all campuses.

LED fittings have been selected to have a light output as 
close as possible to the original fluorescent tube light 
fittings, thereby minimising disruption, speeding up 
installation time and, as a consequence, reducing the 
total cost for the works.

Benefits of the new LED fitting 

• Glare reduction by use of microprism diffusers.

• Reduced energy consumption 
(approximately one-third of the existing fittings).

• Reduced unplanned maintenance.

Redundant light fittings recycled
The project also aims to reduce waste during the 
upgrade project by recycling all the recyclable 
parts of the redundant light fittings.

Meeting our low carbon emission target

Significant reductions in emissions relate to initiatives such as:

• reduction in transport fuels related to changeover of pool vehicles to hybrids

• reduced refrigerant gas by replacing chillers

• energy reduction relating to motion sensors, LED program and Building Optimisation Program

• additional renewable energy.

Sustainability Hub
The Sustainability Hub, a Learning@Griffith organisation, 
provides staff and students with interactive resources on 
sustainability across transdisciplinary areas of environment, 
business, health, education, the arts and society. 

The Sustainability Hub aims to: 

• help embed principles of sustainability into 
academic programs

• build a strong transdisciplinary collaboration 
around sustainability

• support the development of high quality teaching 
relevant to sustainability.

To access the Sustainability Hub do the following:

• login to Learning@Griffith and select the organisations 
tab at the top

• type ‘sustainability hub’ into the search field > click ‘go’

• hover over ‘SUSTAIN_HUB’ > click arrow icon > 
click ‘self enrol’.
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Reusable coffee cups
The best option
In line with its sustainable initiatives Griffith Food and Retail have 
released a new range of reusable keep cups. The cups come in a 
range of colours, sizes and styles and have proved very popular 
since their launch in September 2018 with over 750 sold. 

To further enhance this great initiative and to encourage 
customers to support the promotion Griffith Food and Retail are 
offering customers a discount on the price of their coffee every 
time they refill their re-usable cup. The discount is available at 
all outlets where they are sold. 

Coffee cup recycling program
Griffith’s new Coffee Cup Recycling Program has been well 
received. From August to December 2018, the recycling program 
collected 30,000 disposable coffee cups. This is a great outcome 
and helps reduce the amount of waste going to landfill from 
Griffith campuses. 

Carbon economy and wetland protection 
to benefit from new app
A web app developed by Griffith University researchers could encourage governments and wetland managers globally 
to reduce carbon emissions by protecting mangrove forests.

The Mangrove Carbon Emission Simulator, developed by Dr Fernanda Adame and Dr Chris Brown from Griffith’s 
Australian Rivers Institute and Professor Rod Connelly’s Global Wetlands Project, has been designed for use by 
government departments, wetland managers, climate change groups and environmental organisations.

READ MORE
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Griffith’s ongoing 
commitment to UN 
Global Compact
Since 2010, Griffith University has been a signatory 
to the UN Global Compact which encompasses 10 
universally accepted principles in the areas of human 
rights, labour, environment and anti-corruption. 

A focus on UN Sustainable 
Development Goals
Check out Griffith’s Sustainable Development website 
that highlights Griffith’s teaching programs and 
research activities that are closely aligned with 
the 17 UN Sustainable Development Goals.

Consider sharing a 
ride when travelling 
between campuses
When you book a University fleet 
vehicle think about sharing a ride. 
Next time you are requesting a 
vehicle booking, take the time to 
see if you can travel with someone 
else who is going to the same 
campus. It’s an opportunity to 
reduce costs and our impact on the environment, 
as well as meeting other colleagues.

Using Twitter to know more about people’s 
concerns regarding Koalas on the Gold Coast
Social media is an increasingly prevalent forum on which people 
express their opinions on different issues, one such issue being 
talked about on Twitter is wildlife management in cities. 

Urban and Environmental Planning student Montannia 
Chabau-Gibson is using Twitter to examine people’s attitudes 
and feelings about Koalas on the Gold Coast, including responses 
to key news items and initiatives.

There are over 250 million people using Twitter every month, 
including 4 million Twitter accounts in Australia. Her research is 
just one of a wide range of studies at Griffith University using 
publicly available data from social media to address issues in 
urban planning, conservation, health, business and tourism. 

Montannia’s research found that people are 
passionate about Koalas, they are concerned 
and want to ensure the animals are protected.

Large numbers of Tweets were found following news items 
regarding the impact new development could have on the 
Koala populations of the Gold Coast. These Tweets were 
not only from locals living on the Gold Coast, but also from 
people based elsewhere in Australia, as well as overseas. 

Montannia’s work illustrates the importance of understanding 
public attitudes and perceptions regarding conservation and 
planning in cites and the value of social media in research.
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What’s happening
BeachCare is a coastal community engagement initiative 
facilitated by Griffith Centre for Coastal Management in 
partnership with the City of Gold Coast. The program has more 
than 10 dedicated BeachCare sites spanning the Gold Coast’s vast 
shoreline. See our list of sites and get involved!

DuneWatch is held on Saturdays from 9 am to 11 am at one of 
the 12 sites on the Gold Coast. Check out our calendar for dates 
and locations. No bookings are required, just come along and chat 
with one of our coordinators. Make sure you wear closed shoes, 
sun-smart clothing and bring a bottle of water.

The EcoCentre holds forums that bring together academics, 
professionals, industry, government and the wider community to 
share knowledge and learn how to live a more sustainable lifestyle.

Global Table is hosting The Global Food Innovation Summit in 
Melbourne from 3–6 September. Griffith staff and students 
are invited to attend and contribute to discussions to connect, 
collaborate and transform the food system towards a more 
sustainable future.

Sustainability Week
2–6 September 2019

Griffith’s paper 
usage decreases
Griffith’s Sustainability Plan 2017–2020 
includes the goal to continue to reduce printer 
and paper usage. It is great to report that 
the University’s paper usage decreased from 
48,846 reams in 2016/2017 to 42,539 
reams in 2017/2018, a 13% reduction in 
paper usage. Let’s keep lowering paper usage!

Tips to reduce paper usage
• Think before you print — every day.

• Use duplex printing (double sided).

• Use electronic versions of documents.

• Read documents digitally wherever possible.

• Check your personal PaperCut portal — 
it will give you a summary 
of your previous print jobs 
and the consequential 
environmental impact.
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Sustainable events are becoming commonplace, as public expectation 
increases for low carbon emissions and less environmental impacts.

If you are involved in organising events, think about 
incorporating sustainability principles.

Top tips
• Choose a venue that uses resources efficiently and limits its impact 

on the natural environment and is close to public transport.

• Use electronic communication and promotion, rather than 
printed material.

• Use online registration to predict attendance and cater to final numbers.

• Request sustainable food (fresh/seasonal, fair-trade, not individually 
wrapped items).

• Avoid the use of plastic bags and bottled water/juices

• Use video conferencing facilities where possible to reduce travel needs. 

• Promote public transport and brief staff so that they provide 
details about public transport options.

• Ensure waste and recycling bins are placed in prominent locations 
(where food and beverages are consumed and near entry and 
exit points), and bins are well signed and regularly emptied.

• Minimise energy use — switch off lighting and equipment 
when it is not being used.

Interested in running a sustainable event?

The Eco Centre, Nathan campus
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