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Professoriate Staff Research Areas 

The following table demonstrates thematic areas of critical mass in the School of Nursing and Midwifery’s 
professoriate. The professoriate work with a number of other academic staff in these areas. Additionally, two 
emerging areas of strength are in relation to infection prevention, and control and paediatrics. 

 

 

 

Research Themes           Senior Staff 

Acute and Critical Care 
 

• Wendy Chaboyer (w.chaboyer@griffith.edu.au) 

• Marie Cooke (m.cooke@griffith.edu.au)) 

• Julia Crilly (j.crilly@griffith.edu.au) 

• Brigid Gillespie (b.gillespie@griffith.edu.au) 

• Laurie Grealish (l.grealish@griffith.edu.au) 

• Andrea Marshall (a.marshall@griffith.edu.au) 

• Marion Mitchell (marion.mitchell@griffith.edu.au) 

• Claire Rickard (c.rickard@griffith.edu.au) 

Ageing and Older People 
• Laurie Grealish (l.grealish@griffith.edu.au) 

• Wendy Moyle (w.moyle@griffith.edu.au) 

• Health Professional Education 

• Rob Burton (r.burton@griffith.edu.au) 

• Marie Cooke (m.cooke@griffith.edu.au) 

• Debra Creedy (d.creedy@griffith.edu.au) 

• Jenny Gamble (j.gamble@griffith.edu.au) 

• Saras Henderson (s.henderson@griffith.edu.au) 

• Marion Mitchell (marion.mitchell@griffith.edu.au) 

• Thea van de Mortel (t.vandemortel@griffith.edu.au) 

• Mary Sidebotham (m.sidebotham@griffith.edu.au) 

Knowledge Translation 
 

• Wendy Chaboyer (w.chaboyer@griffith.edu.au) 

• Marie Cooke (m.cooke@griffith.edu.au) 

• Debra Creedy (d.creedy@griffith.edu.au) 

• Jenny Gamble (j.gamble@griffith.edu.au) 

• Brigid Gillespie (b.gillespie@griffith.edu.au) 

• Laurie Grealish (l.grealish@griffith.edu.au) 

• Andrea Marshall (a.marshall@griffith.edu.au) 

• Claire Rickard (c.rickard@griffith.edu.au) 

• Midwifery, Maternity, Newborn and 
Family 

•  

• Kathleen Baird (k.baird@griffith.edu.au) 

• Debra Creedy (d.creedy@griffith.edu.au) 

• Jenny Gamble (j.gamble@griffith.edu.au) 

• Mary Sidebotham (m.sidebotham@griffith.edu.au) 

• Patient Safety 
 

• Wendy Chaboyer (w.chaboyer@griffith.edu.au) 

• Brigid Gillespie (b.gillespie@griffith.edu.au) 

• Laurie Grealish (l.grealish@griffith.edu.au) 

• Claire Rickard (c.rickard@griffith.edu.au) 

• Vascular Access Devices and 
Infusion Therapy 

• Marie Cooke (m.cooke@griffith.edu.au) 

• Claire Rickard (c.rickard@griffith.edu.au) 

• Women’s Health and Wellness 
• Debra Anderson (debra.anderson@griffith.edu.au) 

• Saras Henderson (s.henderson@griffith.edu.au) 
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Professors’ Research Profiles 

August 2018 

 
Professor Debra Anderson 

Head of School 

Professor Debra Anderson is the Director and Founder of the Women’s 
Wellness Research Program. She is located at the Menzies Health Institute 
Queensland, Griffith University. She has a PhD in social and preventive 
medicine and over twenty-five years’ experience in education and research. She 
has an extensive record of providing leadership in major administrative, 
research and managerial roles in the area of global women’s health. Professor 

Anderson has forged innovative solutions to promote the health of women and girls, partnering with 
them to manage symptoms of health-related conditions and improving their quality of life across the 
lifespan. Her research focuses on understanding the basis and effects of risk behaviours in women 
and the interventions to change them—focusing on wellness and healthy behaviours. It aims to 
promote healthy behaviour change in women with and without chronic disease, including midlife 
women and women cancer survivors, including physical activity, dietary intake, stress management, 
and smoking cessation; and to develop and test interventions that promote these behaviours. 

 
Academic Profile: https://experts.griffith.edu.au/academic/debra.anderson 

 

 

Professor Wendy Chaboyer 
Deputy Head of School (Research) 
 
Professor Wendy Chaboyer is the Lead of the Patient-Centred Health Services 
Group in Menzies Health Institute Queensland, Griffith University. She is an 
experienced acute care nurse researcher focusing on patient safety, including 
patient-centred care, clinical handover and pressure ulcer prevention. Professor 
Chaboyer’s program of research has focused broadly on patient safety, with 
particular interest in patient-centred care, and nursing interventions that 

contribute to improving care of hospitalised patients. Three significant bodies of her research have 
influenced health policy and practice are: ICU Liaison Nurse Services, Bedside Nursing Handover 
and Pressure Injury Prevention. Professor Chaboyer was the Principal Investigator and Director of 
the first Centre of Research Excellence (CRE) in Nursing funded by the National Health and Medical 
Research Council (NHMRC) and has received NHMRC funding for her pressure injury prevention 
and surgical dressings research. She has also received Australian Research Council funding for her 
patient participation in patient safety research. 

Academic Profile: https://experts.griffith.edu.au/academic/w.chaboyer 

 

 

 

 

 

https://experts.griffith.edu.au/academic/debra.anderson
https://experts.griffith.edu.au/academic/w.chaboyer
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Associate Professor Thea van de Mortel 
Deputy Head of School (Learning & Teaching) 

Associate Professor Thea van de Mortel is an RN and Credentialled Infection 
Prevention and Control professional who has conducted research into infection 
prevention and control (IP&C), and learning and teaching (L&T) over two 
decades. Her IP&C research interests include hand hygiene, healthcare workers’ 
attitudes towards patients with infectious diseases, infectious illness 
absenteeism, and antimicrobial resistance. As part of her doctoral thesis, Thea 

designed and validated a Hand Hygiene Questionnaire that has been translated into multiple 
languages and deployed in Australia, Europe, the USA, South America, South-East Asia and the 
Middle East to investigate hand hygiene knowledge, beliefs and adherence among healthcare 
workers and students. Her L&T research focuses on evaluation of curricula, near-peer teaching and 
vertically integrated learning, tertiary student support, and models for work-integrated learning 

Academic Profile: https://experts.griffith.edu.au/academic/t.vandemortel 
 

 

Professor Marion Mitchell 
Higher Degree Research Convenor 
 
Professor Marion Mitchell holds a joint appointment as Professor of Critical Care 
with the School of Nursing and Midwifery (SONM) and Princess Alexandra 
Hospital Intensive Care Unit (ICU) in Brisbane. She is the Higher Degree 
Research convenor for the SONM.  Marion leads and support nursing research in 
ICU that is clinically relevant and practice focused. Progressing the translation of 
best evidence in the care we provide for patients, their families and staff is 

fundamental to the research she conducts. Marion’s research focuses on three areas incorporating 
interventions to promote patient-family-centred care; improving ICU patients’ long-term outcomes—
most recently in the area of delirium reduction, sleep promotion and end-of-life care; and educational 
research (nurses, patients and staff). Marion led the Australian College of Critical Care Nurses’ 
Position Statement on partnering with families in ICU and was part of the team to develop guidelines 
for critical care nurses’ education.  Marion represents Australia on the World Federation of Critical 
Care Nurses.     

Academic Profile: https://experts.griffith.edu.au/academic/marion.mitchell 

 

 

Professor Marie Cooke 

Professor Marie Cooke has a strong, client-focused clinical research profile as 
well as educational research with clinicians to implement evidence into practice. 
She is the Director of Education and Evidence Based Practice of the Griffith 
University Alliance for Vascular Access Teaching and Research. Her clinical 
research is in relation to vascular access devices, and symptom management. 
She has a substantial track record in projects that involve an intervention and 
pre- and post-testing, including randomized controlled trials (RCTs). She has led 

RCTs that have focused on symptom management (for example, anxiety, pain, nausea and 
vomiting, agitation) across a range of clinical settings. 

Academic Profile: https://experts.griffith.edu.au/academic/m.cooke 

 

https://experts.griffith.edu.au/academic/t.vandemortel
https://experts.griffith.edu.au/academic/marion.mitchell
https://experts.griffith.edu.au/academic/m.cooke
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Professor Debra Creedy 

Professor Debra Creedy brings together the disciplines of nursing, psychology 
and education in her research programs. She is a Professor of Perinatal Mental 
Health, and has conducted maternity research for the past 30 years. Her clinical 
research involves testing the effectiveness of counselling interventions to assist 
distressed women experiencing depression, anxiety and fear. Her current 
research explores the benefits of midwifery care on women’s emotional 
wellbeing.  Professor Creedy also conducts educational research to promote 

student learning and quality teaching. She predominantly uses a range of mixed methods to 
evaluate these interventions. Professor Creedy is also committed to evidence-based practice, and 
continues to publish systematic reviews through the Cochrane Collaboration, Joanna Briggs Institute 
and directly in journals. Professor Creedy is co-author of the text, Health & Human Behaviour, and has 
over 220 book chapters and journal articles. 

Academic Profile: https://experts.griffith.edu.au/academic/d.creedy 
 

 

Professor Julia Crilly 

Professor Julia Crilly is a Professor of Emergency Care; a joint appointment 
between Griffith University and Gold Coast Health and Hospital Services. She 
worked as a registered nurse in the Emergency Department for nearly 10 years 
before completing her PhD. Her program of research is primarily focused on 
evaluating innovative service delivery models of care for vulnerable population 
groups as well as understanding and improving aspects of the Emergency 
Department workforce. Dr Crilly has led and been involved in multi-disciplinary and 

local, state-wide and international emergency care research that has attracted almost $6 Million 
dollars and resulted in over 75 peer-review publications. Examples of her research include: 1) 
Improving outcomes for people with acute mental illness in the emergency department (Funded by 
NHMRC); 2) Evaluating the impact of emergency nurses working in the watch house (Funded by 
Emergency Medicine Foundation and Gold Coast Hospital Foundation) and 3) Morale, stress and 
coping strategies of staff working in the emergency department (Funded by Emergency Medicine 
Foundation). 

Academic Profile: https://experts.griffith.edu.au/academic/j.crilly 

 

 

Professor Jenny Gamble 

Professor Jenny Gamble has focused her career on ensuring the best possible 
outcomes for Australian mothers and their newborn babies. From clinical practice 
as a midwife to teaching and research roles, she has been a driving force behind 
the development of a relational model of maternity care that sees women provided 
with known midwife throughout pregnancy, labour and birth and following birth to 
six weeks. This model, caseload midwifery, meets the preferences of women and 
delivers reduced rates of medical intervention, in tandem with better physical and 

mental health outcomes for both mother and child. The evidence shows that improved maternal and 
infant health has a wide-reaching positive impact on the health of the entire population, with an 
associated reduction in healthcare expenditure. Professor Gamble is a former Queensland and 
National President of the Australian College of Midwives. Professor Gamble is leading strategic 
direction of Midwifery at Griffith. 

Academic Profile: https://experts.griffith.edu.au/academic/j.gamble 

 

https://experts.griffith.edu.au/academic/d.creedy
https://experts.griffith.edu.au/academic/j.crilly
https://experts.griffith.edu.au/academic/j.gamble
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Professor Brigid Gillespie 

Professor Brigid Gillespie's interdisciplinary research program focuses on 
developing clinical interventions to reduce clinical incidents and adverse events in 
acute care environments, including the operating room. Her research in the 
operating room has focused on developing team training programs and 
implementation of the Surgical Safety Checklist. Professor Gillespie is leading a 
program of research in surgical wounds that centres on surgical site infection 

prevention. She is currently leading the largest clinical trial, funded by the NHMRC to assess the 
effectiveness of negative pressure dressings in reducing surgical site infection in women with a BMI 
of 30 or greater. Professor Gillespie's research on teamwork in the operating room and surgical 
wounds has an impact on changing practice, and has been cited in clinical guidelines and standards 
of practice.  

Academic Profile: https://experts.griffith.edu.au/academic/b.gillespie 
 

 

Professor Andrea Marshall 

Professor Andrea Marshall is an experience clinician and academic whose 
research interests are focused in the areas of nutrition, intensive care nursing 
practice, and person-centred care. Professor Marshall is a leading critical care 
nursing researcher whose program of research focuses on improving outcomes for 
acute and critically ill patients with a particular focus on nutrition interventions. She 
uses knowledge translation strategies in practice and research to improve 

nutrition-related outcomes for acutely ill hospitalised patients. With a strong national and 
international profile in critical care nursing Andrea leads many interdisciplinary research projects. 
She is currently Editor-in-Chief of the leading critical care nursing journal, Australian Critical. Andrea 
has authored over 100 research manuscripts in peer-reviewed journals, 10 book chapters and 
edited two editions of the leading Australian text Critical Care Nursing. 

Academic Profile: https://experts.griffith.edu.au/academic/a.marshall 

 

 

Professor Wendy Moyle 

Menzies Health Institute Queensland Program Director, Healthcare Practice and 
Survivorship 

Professor Wendy Moyle's research focus is in the areas of ageing and mental 
health, specifically neurocognitive disorders such as Alzheimer's disease. Her 
research aims to achieve the best evidence possible for care of people with 

dementia and to reduce the distresses of the disease for the individual and their careers. She is 
internationally recognised for her research investigating the use of social robots and assistive 
technologies. She recently led the largest and most rigorous program of research using a 

companion robot called PARO.  Her current research focuses on the evaluation of technologies and 
in particular the use of telepresence, a mobile video conferencing robot that enables people with 
dementia to connect to family and friends no matter where they are in the world. Her research 
features widely in the media with to date 13 television interviews, and over 120 radio and social 
media interviews.  

Academic Profile: https://experts.griffith.edu.au/academic/w.moyle 

 

 

https://experts.griffith.edu.au/academic/b.gillespie
https://experts.griffith.edu.au/academic/a.marshall
https://experts.griffith.edu.au/academic/w.moyle
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Emeritus Professor Anne McMurray 

Anne McMurray is Emeritus Professor of Nursing in the School of Nursing and 
Midwifery. She is a research mentor in the Griffith University-Gold Coast Hospital 
and Health Service (GCHHS) Integrated Care Program.  This is a new model of 
care focused on the primary care sector to evaluate cost effective solutions for the 
holistic management of high risk patients such as the elderly and those with 
chronic, complex and comorbid conditions including diabetes, chronic obstructive 

pulmonary disease, renal and cardiac disease. The patient-centred model has brought together the 
multi-professional teams within the GCHHS and general practice and community-based teams to 
produce a single system that can minimise duplication and maximise care coordination for 
approximately 25% of the Gold Coast population. The study is a proof-of-concept clinical trial to help 
people navigate the health system with better coordination of care, linking the patient and general 
practice with all other relevant services. 

Academic Profile: https://experts.griffith.edu.au/academic/a.mcmurray 

 

 

Professor Claire Rickard 

Professor Claire Rickard is a registered nurse whose research focuses on the 
prevention of complications in catheters inserted in the veins and arteries for 
medical treatment. Professor Rickard leads the Alliance for Vascular Access 
Teaching and Research group within the Menzies Health Institute Queensland, 
Griffith University.  Professor Rickard's work takes a life-cycle approach to 
improving vascular access - innovations are focused on optimal device selection, 

the insertion procedure, post-insertion care, and timely, safe removal. Recent work included a 
worldwide collaborative of 400 hospitals who studied 41,000 patients worldwide (omgpivc.org) 
identifying areas for improvement to be large numbers of IVs left in place despite no required 
treatment, many patients with unaddressed painful symptoms, and dressings that were not clean, 
dry and intact.  The Australian National Health and Medical Research Council has funded projects 
on safe duration of infusion tubing use, dressings and device securement in medical, surgical and 
cancer patients, and criteria for removing peripheral IV catheters.  

Academic Profile: https://experts.griffith.edu.au/academic/c.rickard 
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Associate Professors’ Research Profiles 

August 2018 

 

Associate Professor Kathleen Baird 

Associate Professor Kathleen Baird has been a midwife since 1996.  She has a 
strong track record in learning and teaching and she is a consistent advocate for 
teaching excellence and innovation in midwifery professional education. She 
currently holds a joint position with Griffith University and the Gold Coast University 
Hospital as Director of Education for Women, Newborn & Children Services.  She 
has a strong research and policy profile in research into intimate partner violence 

and is currently the deputy chair for the Queensland Death and Homicide Review Board and a board 
member of the Queensland Domestic and Family Violence Implementation Council. 

Academic Profile: https://experts.griffith.edu.au/academic/k.baird 

 

 

Associate Professor Rob Burton 
International Program Director 
 
Associate Professor Rob Burton is responsible for delivering the BN program in 
Singapore, and leading the strategy for internationalisation within the school. He is 
a UK Registered Nurse specialising in the field of Learning Disabilities (RNLD) and 
is a registered Nurse Teacher. His specialisms are Health Professional Education, 
Problem Based Learning, Transition to Professional Practice, Leadership, Personal 

Development, Research, Internationalization and Transnational Education. In 2011 he co-edited and 
authored the text book ‘Nursing: Transition to Professional Practice’ published by OUP. A contract 
has just been signed to publish a 2nd edition with Sage. Rob is a Fellow of the Higher Education 
Academy in the UK. 

Academic Profile: https://experts.griffith.edu.au/academic/r.burton 

 

 

Associate Professor Laurie Grealish 

Associate Professor Laurie Grealish researches in the areas of workplace learning, 
care of older people in hospital and end of life care. In her joint appointment with 
Gold Coast Health, she supports clinician-led studies as well as directs a program 
of research in subacute and aged nursing. Associate Professor Grealish was on the 
Topic Working Group for the Australian Commission for Safety and Quality in 
Health Care Delirium Clinical Care Standards, and is leading research into 

implementation of these standards into hospital practice. She is leading a Queensland Health 
sponsored study into discharge processes for older people with dementia, and working with Gold 
Coast Health to investigate the nurse navigator roles in service innovation. Associate Professor 
Grealish is the Editor for Collegian: The Australian Journal of Nursing Practice, Scholarship and 
Research and Vice-Chair of the National Hartford Centre of Gerontological Nursing Excellence 

Education Committee. 

Academic Profile: https://experts.griffith.edu.au/academic/l.grealish 

 

https://experts.griffith.edu.au/academic/k.baird
https://experts.griffith.edu.au/academic/r.burton
https://experts.griffith.edu.au/academic/l.grealish
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Associate Professor Saras Henderson 

Associate Professor Saras Henderson has extensive experience as a registered 
nurse and academic and is currently is Director BN Honours program. She is also 
the Deputy Chair of Griffith University Human Research Ethics Committee.  
Associate Professor Henderson has expertise in community nursing and her 
research includes multicultural communities and health service delivery, self-
management of chronic diseases, including health promotion and primary health 

care. She has a National and International reputation in multicultural research through her work in 
this area, several conference presentations and publications. 

Academic Profile: https://experts.griffith.edu.au/academic/s.henderson 

 

 

Associate Professor Mary Sidebotham 

Associate Professor Mary Sidebotham has current research interests that are 
aligned to the maternity reform agenda and include investigation of workplace 
culture, midwifery identity, professionalism in midwifery and the integration of 
student midwives into professional practice. She leads data collection in Australia 
within the WHELM study - an international project investigating the emotional 
wellbeing of midwives. She has a growing interest in the promotion of clinical 

supervision as an effective way of promoting emotional wellbeing, resilience and sustainability within 
the midwifery workforce. Associate Professor Sidebotham is committed to the pursuit of excellence 
in midwifery education through the design implementation and evaluation of midwifery education 
programs. Her expertise and leadership in the field of midwifery education was acknowledged by her 
receipt in 2013 of an Office of Learning and Teaching (OLT) Citation for inspirational leadership in 
the development, delivery and evaluation of midwifery education that strengthens the Australian 
workforce and promotes international best practice. 

Academic Profile: https://experts.griffith.edu.au/academic/m.sidebotham 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://experts.griffith.edu.au/academic/s.henderson
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Menzies Health Institute Queensland 

Many members of the School of Nursing and Midwifery (SONM) also are members of 
Menzies Health Institute Queensland (MHIQ). SONM members are predominantly part of the 
Healthcare Practice and Survivorship Program, and within this program, the groups entitled 
Alliance for Vascular Access Teaching and Research, Patient-Centred Health Services, 
Neuroscience, Ageing and Dementia and Women's Wellness. 

The Menzies Health Institute Queensland undertakes research across the lifecycle to identify 
key factors that influence health. From this, members develop and test strategies to improve 
health and wellbeing for individuals, families and communities. 

With exceptional biomedical, nursing, allied health, social and behavioural scientists, clinical 
researchers and research candidates, Griffith’s MHIQ has achieved remarkable outcomes. 

Four overarching programs; Disability and Rehabilitation, Infectious Diseases and 
Immunology, Applied Health Economics, and Healthcare Practice and Survivorship 
encapsulate MHIQ research strengths and align with local and national health priorities. 
Underpinning the work of these programs is a focus on innovation, data science, research 
translation and meaningful clinical and community partnerships. 

 

Healthcare Practice and Survivorship  

Our research aims to directly improve the health and wellbeing of the Australian and 
international community by facilitating world-class discoveries that target the development of 
healthcare practice and survivorship. MHIQ researchers undertake committed scientific 
research with an emphasis on improving patient care, experiences and outcomes.  We have 
four groups:  

• Alliance for Vascular Access Teaching and Research 

• Patient-Centred Health Services 

• Neuroscience, Ageing and Dementia 

• Women's Wellness 

 

Alliance for Vascular Access Teaching and Research 

(AVATAR) 

At the AVATAR group, we know that vascular access device insertion can be difficult and 
painful. After insertion, 25% to 50% fail due to infection, blockage, dislodgement or vessel 
damage. We conduct scientific work to improve hospital and homecare practices, test new 
products and promote global networks of vascular access researchers. We strive to eliminate 
ineffective practices and replace them with innovative solutions, providing patients with a 
better healthcare experience and saving healthcare providers millions of dollars. 
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Patient-Centred Health Services (PCHS) 

Our HCHS focuses on ways to put theory into practice to provide better patient outcomes. 
We also foster early and mid-career researchers to nurture the next generation of health and 
social care experts, and to boost our research capacity.  

Our research is theoretically driven, multidisciplinary and focuses on cost-effective health 
and social care interventions and the translation of these interventions into policy and 
practice. We undertake committed scientific research with an emphasis on improving patient 
care, experiences and outcomes, and use knowledge-translation approaches. 

 

Neuroscience, Ageing and Dementia 

The collective goal of our group—including senior, mid and early-career researchers, and 
HDR candidates—is to improve understanding and management of conditions that affect 
brain functioning and behaviour such as normal development and ageing, dementia, 
delirium, stroke, traumatic brain injury, autism and schizophrenia. 

 

Women’s Wellness 

The Women’s Wellness Research Program brings together a range of disciplines in chronic 
disease including in diabetes, breast cancer, menopause, and older and younger women’s 
health research 

From clinical, academic research in nursing, psychology, medical oncology, pharmacy, 
exercise oncology, nutrition, community health, epidemiology, nanotechnology, and 
proteomics biology, the Women’s Wellness research group has a track record of success in 
multidisciplinary collaborations. 
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