
Griffith committed to the 
United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals
In October 2017 Griffith signed up to the Sustainable 
Development Solutions Network Australia/Pacific – Universities 
Commitment to the Sustainable 
Development Goals. This aligns with the 
University’s ongoing commitment to the 
United Nations Global Compact 
which is the world’s largest corporate 
sustainability initiative.

New Sustainable 
Development website
Check out Griffith’s new Sustainable Development website.  
It promotes linkages of teaching and research with each of 
the 17 United Nations Sustainable Development Goals. The 
University undertook a mapping exercise of undergraduate 
teaching programs and research activities to highlight links 
with each of the 17 Sustainable Development Goals.

Sustainability awards  
for staff 2018
This award is given to Griffith 
University staff (individuals or groups) 
to recognise innovative and effective 
sustainable practice at Griffith 
University. The awards, launched in 
2014, are available once every two 
years and includes up to two awards 
of $5000 each. 

Any Griffith University full or part  time staff member 
is eligible to apply for the Sustainability award. The 
Staff Sustainability Award program covers the broad 
categories of Learning and Teaching, Research, 
Sustainable Practice and Community Engagement. 

14 May 2018 Applications open

22 June 2018 Applications close

Criteria and further details are available at: 
griffith.edu.au/sustainability/news-and-events/
staff-sustainability-awards

Did you know?
Griffith University was a finalist  
in the Green Gown Awards 
Australasia 2017 – Continuous 
Improvement – Institutional  
Change category.

View the 2017 Green Gown Awards Australasia Finalist 
video at: youtube.com/watch?v=IF3IZUkNNoE 
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Griffith Sustainability News
Griffith Sustainability News for staff and students to inform, highlight,  
and celebrate sustainability initiatives at Griffith.
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New projects to support ecologically 
sustainable development in  
Northern Australia
Griffith University researchers at the Australian Rivers Institute commence 
new and innovative environmental research in Northern Australia.

A major challenge that the Griffith teams will tackle is how much water can  
be extracted without negative impacts on the unique ecological, social and 
cultural values around the Gulf of Carpentaria. 

READ MORE

Featured programs of study
Our top five sustainability teaching programs that rank highly 
with the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals and 
also give our graduates successful employment and significant 
influence are:

• 1446 Bachelor of Business/Bachelor of Government and 
International Relations

• 1447 Bachelor of Business/Bachelor of Government and 
International Relations

• 1402 Bachelor of Laws/Bachelor of Criminology and 
Criminal Justice

• 1466 Bachelor of Laws/Bachelor of Criminology and 
Criminal Justice

• 1355 Bachelor of Nutrition and Dietetics

NEW Bachelor of Social Science
Commencing T1, 2018

Tailored to the world’s current and future needs, offers majors 
on some of the biggest issues facing the world today: Economics, 
environmental sustainability, global security threats, media 
community and social change, politics in Asia and social justice. 

Master of Integrated Water Management
Commencing T1, 2018

Is a quality higher education program targeting water 
professionals that is skill-based, interdisciplinary,  
experiential and relevant to contemporary sustainable 
development challenges.

Master of Global Development
Commencing at Nathan and online from T1, 2019

Will draw upon a number of disciplines to address the Sustainable 
Development Goals, for example, to end poverty, protect the 
planet and ensure health and prosperity for all as part of the 
sustainable development agenda. The areas of specialisation that 
the Master of Global Development will offer including, climate 
change, disaster management, economics, food security, human 
rights, population health, policy, planning, governance and law 
and sustainable development. 

Master of Global Public Health 
Commencing at Gold Coast and online from T1, 2019

Focuses on the socio-ecological model of public health that 
emphasises and analyses the important interactions between  
the social, biological, economic and environmental determinants 
of health.

  griffith.edu.au/sustainabilityIssue 18 May / June 2018

https://www.griffith.edu.au/australian-rivers-institute
https://app.secure.griffith.edu.au/news/2018/02/20/new-projects-to-support-ecologically-sustainable-development-in-northern-australia/
https://degrees.griffith.edu.au/Program/1446/Overview/Domestic
https://degrees.griffith.edu.au/Program/1446/Overview/Domestic
https://degrees.griffith.edu.au/Program/1447/Overview/Domestic
https://degrees.griffith.edu.au/Program/1447/Overview/Domestic
https://degrees.griffith.edu.au/Program/1402/Overview/Domestic
https://degrees.griffith.edu.au/Program/1402/Overview/Domestic
https://degrees.griffith.edu.au/Program/1466/Overview/Domestic
https://degrees.griffith.edu.au/Program/1466/Overview/Domestic
https://degrees.griffith.edu.au/Program/1355/Overview/Domestic
https://degrees.griffith.edu.au/Program/1576/Overview
https://degrees.griffith.edu.au/Program/5722/Overview
http://griffith.edu.au/sustainability


Reduction of Fuel Usage with Hybrid Implementation
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Fleet vehicles reduce  
fuel consumption and  
CO2 emissions
Since July 2016, the University has taken delivery of 22 hybrid 
vehicles as part of a strategy to replace all conventional petrol 
cars in the fleet with more enviro-friendly alternatives. This 
sustainability initiative has produced great results:

• Fuel consumption reduced by 27%

• Enhanced reporting and pooling of resources  
has resulted in identification and replacement  
of high fuel consumption vehicles

• ‘Share a Ride’ functionality introduced with  
Poolcar system

• Equates to reduction of 30 tonnes of CO2  
emissions per annum

Tip: Consider using the ‘Share a Ride’ feature on the 
Poolcar system—every shared trip makes a difference.

GUGC Student Guild focuses 
on sustainability
O-Week is the biggest event on the Guild calendar and this year 
one of the biggest focus areas was the O-Week bag. The Guild 
included items of genuine use to students and items that are 
eco-friendly to maximise its positive impact

The O-Week bag itself is made from 50% recycled PET. 
In comparison to conventional production methods, the 
energy consumption is reduced by 50% and pollutant 
emissions by 60%. 

The bag included a collapsible cup (similar to a ‘keep cup’) that 
is lightweight, ergonomic and unbreakable. The cups are made 
from polypropylene which is a great material for recycling 
into consumer goods. The bag also included a silicone phone 
kickstand and a recycled-paper notepad that is eco-friendly 
from start to finish.

Also, the Guild’s bus service assists students traveling between 
campuses, and to find accommodation prior to start of trimester. 
This helps reduce energy consumption and harmful carbon 
dioxide (CO2) greenhouse gas emissions. Traveling by public 
transportation uses less energy and produces less pollution than 
comparable travel in private vehicles. The Guild will continue 
to work toward becoming more sustainable and is proud of the 
value this adds to the Griffith community.

We’re turning library receipts digital. Students using the Express Loans Units to borrow books will no longer 
receive a paper receipt. They will receive email reminders prior to book due dates, and can check due dates 
via their library account online. We’ve also reduced the printing of receipts at Library Service points, and 
instead only provide paper receipts upon client request.

All campus libraries have Terracycling boxes, where patrons can dispose of their oral care waste to be 
recycled. In fact, the library even ran a competition to actively promote Terracycling during Sustainability 
Week last year, where students created artwork with recyclable toothbrushes. This increased student 
awareness and engagement around the initiative. It’s not just for students, though! Everyone is welcome to 
drop off their old toothbrush, so come on in! We may even show you our worm farm while you’re at it. 

What’s the library doing about sustainability?
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As part of Griffith’s commitment to sustainable transport, 
the University has recently installed electric vehicle (EV) 
charging stations for electric cars and electric bikes at 
Nathan and Gold Coast campuses.

The electric car charging infrastructure (AC fast charger 
with Type 2 connector) has been chosen to support 
the majority of electric car models currently available in 
Australia. The electric bike charging infrastructure installed 
is the general power point.

Type 2 connectors are used for charging most EV available 
in Australia (ie. Tesla Model S/3/X, Renault Zoe ZE, VW 
e-Golf, Hyundai Ioniq, Kia Soul, Range Rover, Jaguar, 
Kangoo ZE, Range Rover). An adaptor can be purchased if 
an EV has a different type of connector.

The AC fast chargers are rated at 22 kW (32 amps). For a 
vehicle like Nissan Leaf, BMW i3 and Tesla Model S it will 
add approximately 10 to 55 km of range per 15 minutes  
of charging time.

The Birds At My Table: Why we feed  
birds and why it matters
The EcoCentre’s first community forum on 21 March 2018 celebrated the publication 
of Griffith University Professor Darryl Jones’s new book, The Birds At My Table:  
Why we feed birds and why it matters. 

This is the first book to explore the many ecological, historical, commercial and social 
dimensions of what is an extremely popular—and immensely controversial—activity. 
Darryl’s motivation is to ensure that both birds and people get the most out of this 
interaction with the least risk. 

The book is published by Cornell University Press, so is available at ‘all good bookstores’.

Also available for purchase from Booktopia:

booktopia.com.au/the-birds-at-my-table-darryl-jones/
prod9781501710780.html

The chargers at Nathan and Gold Coast campuses 
are available for use by all members of the university 
community and general public. Persons charging their 
vehicle are required to hold a valid GU parking permit:  
a multistorey, limited access, general or casual permit.  

Currently, the electricity used by the charging 
station is free to encourage usage but this may 
change in the future.

The charging bays at Nathan and Gold Coast campuses are 
available for short term use by electric vehicles that are in 
the process of charging.  

EV Charger locations

Nathan campus
East Carpark, North of Eco Centre (N68)

Gold Coast campus
Alumni Place Carpark, North of Business 2 (G27)

EV Chargers installed at Nathan and Gold Coast campuses
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Logan Eco Action  
Festival (LEAF)
Sunday 27 May 2018
Logan campus will again host the 
Logan Eco Action Festival (LEAF) to  
be held on Sunday 27 May 2018. 
LEAF is a community festival that 
generates awareness about environmental issues and 
practical ways to address them. Costa Georgiadis from 
ABC’s Gardening Australia will be joining the festival again 
this year. The theme for LEAF 2018 is ‘Rethink the future’.

Griffith has hosted the annual event since 2011 and this 
event has attracted 34,000 people to the campus over 
that time. Read more: LEAF Festival

Eco Centre Community 
Forums
Thursday 31 May 2018
Make sure you pencil in 6-8pm on Thursday the 31st of 
May, for the Griffith EcoCentre’s next event. We’ll discover 
how big data and conservation meet. 

Sign up to the mailing list at griffith.edu.au/ecocentre  
to be the first to find out about this exciting public event.

Upcoming events 2018

Sign up to Griffith’s  
Sustainability Commitment
It’s easy to be sustainable at Griffith University,  
sign our sustainability pledge and commit to 
making a small change every day.

Sustainability Week 
3 – 7 September 2018
The week provides opportunities for staff, students and 
community members to be involved with Griffith’s Sustainability 
agenda.  Activities range from a Sustainability Fair on the Gold 
Coast, markets and stalls on Nathan campus and other initiatives 
at Logan, Mt Gravatt and South Bank campuses. 

If you would like to hold an activity during the week please 
email Kay Ollett, Sustainability Project Officer. 

k.ollett@griffith.edu.au 

Executive Education for 
Sustainability Leadership
11 – 14 December 2018
The Griffith University EcoCentre is breaking new ground in 
Australia, hosting an internationally renowned sustainability and 
leadership program in 2018.

The Executive Education in Sustainability Leadership Program 
is a selective, small-class program for executives, sustainability 
professionals and those looking to make an impact. 

Learn more: griffith.edu.au/executive-education-for-
sustainability-leadership-program

youtube.com/watch?time_continue=52&v=7sqTRrakEy8 

Subscribe to our newsletter | Unsubscribe   griffith.edu.au/sustainability or email sustainability@griffith.edu.au
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