
GRIFFITH COUNCIL NEWS – FEBRUARY 2020 
 
 
COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP 
Council welcome Mr Joshua Creamer and Ms Jessica Rudd (both graduates of the University) to their 
first meeting. Mr Creamer and Ms Rudd were appointed by Council as additional members for three-
year terms commencing 1 January 2020. 
 
Council noted Professor Gary Rogers, elected academic staff member resigned from his position on 
Council and this was the final meeting he would attend. Council congratulated Professor Rogers on 
his appointment as Dean, School of Medicine at Deakin University and thanked him for his valued 
contributions to the work of Council during his period of office. 
 
CHANCELLOR’S REPORT 
The Chancellor updated members about his recent attendance at CareerTrackers’ 2020 Gala Dinner, 
a national non-profit with the goal of creating pathways and support systems for Indigenous young 
adults to attend and graduate from university, with high marks, industry experience and bright 
professional futures. Griffith University is a member of the CareerTrackers program, which has over 
1000 Indigenous alumni. 
 
VICE CHANCELLOR'S REPORT 
The Vice Chancellor presented her February Report to Council and highlighted the following matters: 
 Welcome to new senior appointments 
 Honours and awards to Griffith students, staff and alumni – four Fulbright scholarships, and a 

Griffith Business School team awarded ‘Entrepreneur’s Choice’ award at the Venture Capital 
Investment Competition at the University of Chicago. This was the first time an Australian 
university had been invited to attend the competition since its inception 15 years ago. 

 Update on student intake numbers. 
 

DRAFT 2019 ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENTS – EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
The Vice President (Corporate Services) provided Council with an overview of the draft 2019 Annual 
Financial Statements.  
 
Council noted that, consistent with prior years, the Chair, Audit Committee had issued an invitation 
to Council members to attend the joint Audit Committee and Finance, Resources and Risk Committee 
meeting on 21 February 2020 when the Annual Financial Statements would be discussed. 
 
ESTABLISHMENT OF SENIOR POSITIONS 
Council resolved to approve the establishment of the positions of Provost, Deputy Vice Chancellor 
(Education), and Vice President (Advancement) with immediate effect. 
 
STAFF APPOINTMENTS 
Council resolved to approve that Associate Professor Michael Townsley be offered a further 
appointment as Head, School of Criminology and Criminal Justice for a two-year period from 10 April 
2020 up to 9 April 2022. 
 
Council resolved to approve that Associate Professor Shai Aoopkumar-Dukie be offered appointment 
as Head, School of Pharmacy and Pharmacology for a two-year period from 2 April 2020 up to 1 April 
2020. 
 

https://www.griffith.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0037/976645/vc-council-report-february-2020.pdf


  
CONFERRAL OF TITLE OF EMERITUS PROFESSOR 
Council resolved to confer the title of Professor Emeritus on Professor Poh-Ling Tan with immediate 
effect, in recognition of her distinguished service to scholarship and to the University. 
 
PRESENTATION: EXECUTIVE GROUP 2020 PRIORITIES 
Members of the Executive Group presented their 2020 priorities to Council members. The 
presentations included an updated briefing to Council on the Novel Coronavirus. 
 
POLICY REVIEW 
Council resolved to approve the following policies with immediate effect: 
Authority to Sign Contracts and Agreements: 
Schedule of Delegations document 
(2020/0000002) 

Amendments to provide a delegate authority to sign 
licence agreements for library acquisitions to the 
Director, Library and Learning Services, and to remove 
current delegation to the Pro Vice Chancellor and 
Head, Logan Campus to sign licence agreements for 
library acquisitions. 

 
Council resolved to approve the following policies to come into effect from 1 July 2020: 
Academic Freedom and Freedom of Speech 
Policy (2020/0000007) 

This is a new policy.  
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