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RAY BEATTIE 

- artist in residence
Ray Beattie, the.Queensland Film and Drama 

Centre's Artist-in-Residence for the next six 

months, is involved in producing art that is 

accessible to a new and wider audience than 

normally looks at and buys pictures. 

Ray is probably best known for a series of 

delicately coloured and finely executed still-

life limited edition etchings of everyday objects 

and implf>m,,nts such as an umbrella, a slice of 

watermelon, and an array of tools and weapons. 

But at Griffith he hopes to exploit the mass 

production possibilities of the Centre's 

silkscreen workshop to make a cheaper product in 

larger numbers. This "poster art" he hopes will be 

be like a P.A. system popularising and makin[ 

viewers more familiar with the �e�tures and 

structures through which he communicatps his 

ideas as an artist. 

Ray was born in Ireland, has lived in Perth for 

the last _eleven years and is a printmaker, 

paint.,,r, si:11lpL"r and pont. /Ill.hough lw li:t.H 

attended art colleges in Perth and Melbourne, 

his is basically self taught - pouring over books 

while working as a medical orderly, and applying 

the regimen of rigorous practice he learnt as a 

rhilct in th0 study of music. During his stay :it 

GriIJiLh, l{ay will be co.nducting workshops ln 

etching and silkscreen printing with a stress on 

accuracy of perception and technique. 

For the student of art, Ray believes, an under­

standing of immediate environment is of great 

importance, "Perception more than talent is 

really the issue." One of his projects is to 

publish a folio of etchings entitled "An 

Illustrated Understanding of Whole Systems" in 

which he uses graphics techniques to look at 

structures ranging from the origins of life, 

through to man-made objects. 

He also hopes to print a series of comic-style 

magazines of juxtaposed equivocal images from 

his own scrapbooks. Using different media he 

hopes to reproduce the still photographs of 

guerilla warfare he took in Vietnam during Nation­

al Service in 1970-1971 and in Ireland on a trip 

in 1979 to experiment with video and light/sound 

shows in the bush. 

"I'm not interested in the arty mystique," Ray 

said last week, sipping vegetable juice fresh from 

a juicer he keeps wherever he is working. "I'm 

commenting in my own way on the things that are 

going on in the world. These comments may not 

have immediate political or temporal meanings, 

but they're about universal values and problems 

such as wars, lying and cheating which are not 

going to go away in a hurry." 

The Art_ist-ln-Re
_
sidE:nce sc�eme !s assisted by the Visual Arts Board of the 

A�strall� Counc,_I with th
_
e

_ 
mtent1on of providing artists with secure and. 

st1mul
_
atmg working cond1t1ons in which they can contribute to the artistic 

consc1o�sness of the community. In order that our University and local
commun�ty !'lay have a �o�e direct and intimate acquaintance with the ideas
a�d- asp1rat1ons ,of �ract1smg artists, the Q.F.D.C. studios are open to .
v�s1tors. If you d_ l�ke to talk to Ray Beattie, or look at his work, phone
him on 7584, or v1s1t the Etching Workshop. 
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