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TCI Shows Off Chinese Kites at the Brisbane Kite Festival
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On April 28" 2019, the Brisbane Kite Festival was held at the Murarrie Recreation Ground and was attended by
about 5000 locals and visitors. Adrian Schrinner, Brisbane Lord Mayor, attended the gathering and delivered a
speech that expressed his greetings to everyone at the event.
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The Tourism Confucius Institute (TCI) had iconic Chinese kites, traditional musical instruments and calligraphy on
display. The activities that the TCI provided were very popular and warmly received. Fortunately the weather was
fine for kite flying! Festival attendees were attracted by the kites hanging outside the TCI stand and were eager to
learn more about Chinese culture. The TCl teachers introduced a series of vivid stories behind each kite with
patterns featuring pandas (a Chinese national treasure), heroine Mu Guiying, the Monkey King who can shake
heaven and earth, a swallow (which represents well-being and longevity), lifelike Beijing Opera masks and a phoenix
flying into the sky. The TCl gave kites with the TCl logo to people who were keen to explore the wonderful world of
kite flying. Beneath the blue sky and colourful kites, some TCl teachers performed on traditional Chinese musical
instruments such as a bamboo flute, the pipa and a zither while other teachers wrote names and blessings in
Chinese calligraphy. The instrumental performance, calligraphy and Chinese kites formed a beautiful landscape and
added colour and excitement to the Brisbane Kite Festival.
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