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Creating Futures Summit Series

Creating Futures Summit Series

The School of Education and Professional Studies at Griffith University is proud to host the annual
Initial Teacher Education (ITE) Creating Futures Summit Series with a spotlight on issues related
to the teaching profession. This approach to professional learning is relevant, engaging, and
proactive and enables Griffith University to deepen collaborations with our valued partners while
setting agendas on key issues.

The Creating Futures Summit Series format brings together a wide range of stakeholders with an
interest in teaching futures. The expanded role of schooling in the education, care and wellbeing
of young people has placed increased demands on the teaching profession.

At the heart of the teaching profession is the education of those entering the profession. Initial
Teacher Education is core to renewal and regeneration of the teaching profession. Changes to
teachers’ work and to the very notion of professionalism have been taken up in Initial Teacher
Education policies and programs. Each year the Summit Series focuses on an issue or topic of
importance to initial teacher education.

Host of the Creating Futures Summit Series and Dean and Head of the School of Education and
Professional Studies Professor Pendergast said the Summit Series offered an annual platform for
the co-creation of shared ideas to shape a common vision for quality teacher education on the
topic under consideration:

This event is much more than a conference or a talk fest—

it is where informed and creative educators and

educational stakeholders come together to shape-shift the

work in initial teacher education and support beginner

teacher experiences, school leadership initiatives and key

stakeholder policy decisions. After the summit, we then

collectively enact the way forward.

The 2021 Summit was the sixth in the Series, with previous topics related to initial teacher
education featured over recent years as follows:

e 2015 Numeracy

e 2016 Digital Technologies

e 2017 Health & Physical Education
e 2018 Creativity

e 2019 Creating Futures

e 2020-21 Quality Teaching of Reading in the Early Years
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Creating Futures Summit Series

The event results in the production of collateral that is shared widely in the education community,
with the Communiqué and video resources serving as an ongoing legacy to shape the future of
initial teacher education in Queensland and more broadly nationally and internationally.

Figure 1 Summit Series Communiqué covers to 2021
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Creating Futures Summit Series 2020-21

2020-21 Creating Futures Summit Series

Quality Teaching of Reading in the Early Years

In 2020-21 the topic explored at the Summit was Quality Teaching of Reading in the Early Years,
including the controversial place of phonics. The event was held on Thursday 6 May, 2021 and
was originally planned for 2020. The event was rescheduled following a COVID-19 lockdown
across Greater Brisbane in 2020, and delayed again from early 2021 due to a further public
health directive. The Summit required the organising committee to pivot from an in-person to a
hybrid event, an example of disruptive innovation in professional learning. The virtual, immersive
event attracted more than 600 delegates from around Australia, and beyond the borders to as
far afield as New Zealand, Scotland, and Wyoming in the United States. This is the largest
delegation to attend a Creating Futures Summit and the intent for future events in the series is
to retain the hybrid approach to maximise participation.

Delegates at the summit included teaching academics from higher education institutions,
researchers, school leaders and teachers from all schooling sectors, educators from early
childhood education contexts, preservice teachers, representatives from peak educational
associations, and community representatives.

Rationale for the Topic

Host of the annual Summit Series and Co-Chair of the Organising Committee, Dean and Head of
the School of Education and Professional Studies at Griffith University Professor Pendergast,
pointed to statistics revealing that Year 3 reading scores reflected an increase in the percentage
of students meeting the National Minimum Standard (NMS) since NAPLAN' reporting began in
2008, with a steady increase from 92.1% in 2008 to 95.9% in 2019. She said females
outperformed males, with 97.1% girls and 94.8% boys achieving the NMS:

Closing this Year 3 gap is crucial for future success. The
percentage of students meeting the NMS declines in
Year 5to094.7%, Year 7 to 94.5% and in Year 9 to
91.8%. The causes of this decline are complex, and the
early teaching of reading methodologies may play a role.

Co-Chair of the Organising Committee, Professor Beryl Exley, an expert in literacy education,
reflected that the Summit provided the opportunity for intelligent conversations about what
works and why in the teaching of reading in the early years. Success in reading is a foundation
capability that influences lifelong learning profoundly. It should be the ambition of all educators
to ensure the national minimum standard is achieved by all students, and moreover that all

1 The above NAPLAN data was sourced from: https://reports.acara.edu.au/Home/TimeSeries
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students reach their fullest potential. This will require teachers to have at the ready a complex
range of approaches that are context-specific.

Organising Committee

Members of the Organising Committee were invited to collaborate to create a challenging and
exciting conversation about this important topic. A full list of the committee members and their
substantive roles is included in Appendix A.
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Pre-Reading

Summit Pre-Reading and Pre-Registration Questions

The following short-form articles were provided to Summit delegates as pre-readings. They
cover a range of topics related to Quality Teaching of Reading in the Early Years. Participants
were encouraged to review these articles prior to the event.

The Role of Oral Language in Fostering Literacy Development

Bromley, T. (2019) Enhancing children’s oral language and literacy development through storytelling in
an early years classroom. Practical Literacy, 24(1), 6-8.
https://search.informit.org/doi/epdf/10.3316/aeipt.222870

The Conditions of Learning

Crouch, D., & Cambourne, B. (n.d.) Teaching decisions that bring the conditions of learning to life.
Foundation for Learning and Literacy. https://www.rcowen.com/PDFs/Crouch-Cambourne-
16p_Revised-V3%201-3-19.pdf

Constrained and Unconstrained Literacy Skills

Dougherty Stahl, K. A. (2011). Applying new visions of reading development in today’s classrooms. The
Reading Teacher, 65(1), 52-56. https://doi.org/10.1598/RT.65.1.7
https://ila.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1598/RT.65.1.7

Reading Accuracy, Rate and Expression to Optimize Reading Comprehension

Hasbrouck, J. (2020). Understanding reading fluency. LDA Bulletin, 52(1), 9-12.
https://www.ldaustralia.org/app/uploads/2020/11/1139-LDA-Bulletin-June-
2020_D5_WEB.pdf

The Importance of Assessing Growth
Masters, G. N. (2013). Towards a growth mindset in assessment. ACER Occasional Essays (October
2013), 1-5. https://research.acer.edu.au/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1017&context=ar_misc
A specially commissioned long form paper, written by Dr Denise D. Nessel and Dr W. Dorsey
Hammond (2021), reviews the policy and practice for teaching reading in the early years in the
United States of America. This paper reviews a wide range of scientific studies on the use of
teachers’ instructional time in the early years classroom and makes recommendations for
Australian teachers seeking to help beginning readers.

Beginning Reading: Policy Decisions and Instructional Consequences.

Nessel, D. D., & Dorsey Hammond, W. (2021). Beginning Reading: Policy Decisions and Instructional
Consequences.
https://u.pcloud.link/publink/show?code=XZoYUuXZusC5mElyq6JWMJcsKxsOEYpORMOk

Summit Planning Process

During the registration process, participants were invited to ask questions that they
would like to see discussed during the Summit. Registrants provided 238 questions
and suggestions that were coded for topics, and then converted into a diagram.

The questions and suggestions submitted by registrants informed the decision-
making processes of planning the Summit. As is seen in Figure 2, participants were
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Pre-Reading

particularly interested in current research and evidence-based approaches,
strategies and practices of Teaching of Reading Pedagogy.

Figure 2 Pre-registration questions
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Program

Program

A brief summary of the Program is presented in Table 1 below.

Full details of the Program, including presenters, is included in Appendix B and presenter

biographies are provided in Appendix C. The Summit Acknowledgement of Country, Welcome to

Griffith University, and Welcome to the School of Education and Professional Studies are

provided in Appendix D.

Table 1 Program Summary

Session 1
Think Tank Prompt

An overview: See it as it is

* Inyour opinion, what is the biggest challenge to the teaching of
reading in the early years?

Session 2
Think Tank Prompt

Imagine: See it better than it is
* Finish this sentence. Imagine if ....

Session 3
Think Tank Prompt

Strategy: Make it the way you see it

* How can we adapt, change, add value and be flexible? Propose and
develop strategies to design enhanced futures for the Quality
Teaching of Reading in the Early Years.

* How can we enhance initial teacher education programs?
* How can we enhance beginner teacher experiences?
* How can we enhance School Leadership initiatives?

* How can we enhance key stakeholder policy decisions?

Session 4
Think Tank Prompt

Intent: Make it the way you see it
* What impact would you like to have on Early Readers?

* Design your intent. Shape-shift your preferred future. Put a time
frame around it. Tell us what it is.

* Finish this sentence: | will contribute to my preferred future for
Quality Teaching in the Early Years by ...
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Summit Delegates

Summit Delegates

The number of participants attending the Creating Futures Summit Series has ranged from 161
to 240 at past events (see Table 2), and with the hybrid delivery of this year’s Summit, Quality
Teaching of Reading in the Early Years, attendance increased significantly and included

international guests. A full list of Summit delegates is provided in Appendix E.

Table 2 Participation at Summits from 2015 to 2021
Year Creating Futures Summit Topic No of Participants
2015 Numeracy 235
2016 Digital Technologies 240
2017 Health & Physical Education 243
2018 Creativity 161
2019 Creating Futures 240
2021 Quality Teaching of Reading in the Early Years 601

While the Creating Futures Summit Series was designed to build collaboration in Queensland, it

has increasingly attracted interstate, and this year, international attendance. Table 3 provides

details of attendees geolocation.

Table 3 Location of Participants Attending the 2020-21 Summit
Location n=601 %
Australia ACT 16 2.66%
(n=562) NSW 45 7.49%
(93.51%) QLD 387 64.39%
SA 8 1.33%
TAS 31 5.16%
VIC 36 5.99%
WA 10 1.66%
Not specified* 29 4.83%
International & unknown New Zealand 13 2.16%
(n=39) USA 4 0.67%
(6.49%) Various* 5 0.83%
Not specified* 17 2.83%
Note: This data was derived from the Registration list.
+ Not specified in some cases it was possible to identify a participant as Australian but not the state they lived in.

In others, there was no way to identify where a participant came from.

*

8 | Queensland Creating Futures Summit: Quality Teaching of Reading in the Early Years
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Summit Delegates

Summit delegates were from a range of sectors, as detailed in Figure 3 and Table 4.

Figure 3 Participants’ Roles and Organisations
Table 4 Participants’ Organisations

Organisation Participants %

Business 48 8.0%
Government 14 2.3%
Government Education 57 9.5%
Non-profit association 10 1.7%
Non-specified or other 24 4.0%
School 263 43.8%
University 185 30.8%
Total 601 100.0%
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Summit Delegates

Table 5 Participants from Schools and Universities
Organisation Role n %A
Schools Leadership 117 44.5% 19%
(=177) Teacher 116 44.1% 19%
Learning Support 20 7.6% 3%
Other staff / not specified 10 3.8% 2%
Universities Academic 104 55.9% 17%
(232) Pre-service teacher 70 37.6% 12%
Other Student 6 3.8% 1%
Other Staff 5 2.7% 1%

A: Percentage of each role to organisation.
B: Percentage of each role to total number of participants.
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Think Tank Outcomes

Think Tank Outcomes

The Think Tank activities were undertaken at intervals during the Summit (see Program). The
first stage involved the generation of ideas in response to prompts. The full versions of these
responses is provided in Appendix F. An expert panel then aggregated the input into thematic
statements. Stage two was the re-presentation of these themes to the delegates and a virtual
polling of the responses was conducted to determine the frequency of support for the themes.
For each of the Think Tank activities built into the Summit, the prompt is presented followed by
the polling results.

Think Tank Activity 1

Prompt: In your opinion, what is the biggest challenge to the teaching of
reading in the Early Years?

Poll: What is the most important challenge to you?

A. How to best support families from a variety of language backgrounds to assist
children reading in English

B. Catering for cultural and linguistic diversity

Effective strategies; best practice/resources for teaching reading (including
technology)

D. Polarised mindsets of teachers in the teaching of reading
Balancing the methods of teaching reading and the joy of reading
How to integrate reading and literacy across all subject areas

What is the most important challenge to you?

35%
30%
25%

20%

15%
10%
N l
0%
A. B. C. D. E. F.

Figure 4 Most Important Challenge
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Think Tank Outcomes

Think Tank Activity 2

Prompt: Create a vision. What is your preferred future for Quality Teaching of
Reading in the Early Years? What could Quality Teaching of Reading
look like for the 21st Century? Finish this sentence. Imagine if ...

Poll: What is the most important “Imagine if” statement to you?

A. We could focus on the literature more than the decoding of the texts

B.

C.

Every child could develop a love of words and books, and have access to
resources to develop this and become expert readers

Instruction could be based on children’s interests instead of driven by curriculum
outcomes

All teachers understood phonics enough to confidently know when to teach it
and when not to...

Comprehension is foregrounded in the teaching of all components of reading

The early childhood curriculum was focused more heavily on literacy and
numeracy

35%

30%

25%

20%

15%

10%

5%

0%

What is the most important "Imagine if" statement to you?

A B. C. D. E. F.

Figure 5 Most important “Imagine If” Statement

Extended responses available in Appendix F.
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Think Tank Outcomes

Think Tank Activity 3

Prompt: How can we adapt, change, add value and get flexible? Propose and
develop strategies to design enhanced futures for the Quality
Teaching of Reading in the Early Years.

1. How can we enhance initial teacher education programs?
2. How can we enhance beginner teacher experiences?
3. How can we enhance School Leadership initiatives?

4. How can we enhance key stakeholder policy decisions?

Poll: Which of these strategies is the most important to you?

1. How can we enhance ITE programs?

A. More opportunities to develop professional connections with schools such as
exemplary teachers as guest lecturers

B. Include courses on the role of oral language in literacy development

Making explicit the links between child development and language and literacy
learning

D. Under-graduate students employed as teaching assistants in schools

E. Preservice teachers apply their pedagogical content from university and
implement this in a school & Uni lecturers visit to provide feedback

F.  Preservice teachers go into schools one day a week

What is the most important strategy to you?

30%
25%

20%

15%
10%
) I
0%
A. B. o D. E.

Figure 6 Most Important Strategy (ITE Programs Q1)
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Think Tank Outcomes

Think Tank Activity 3 (continued)

Prompt: How can we adapt, change, add value and get flexible? Propose and
develop strategies to design enhanced futures for the Quality
Teaching of Reading in the Early Years.

Poll: Which of these strategies is the most important to you?

2. How can we enhance beginner teacher experiences?

A. Beginner teacher induction program for effective evidence-based teaching of
reading in the early years

B. Quality mentoring with regular check-ins, guided instruction and feedback

Creating a whole school reading culture that provides beginning teachers with a
rich knowledge of quality literature and love of reading

D. Provide beginning teachers with more time and resources to understand the
personalised reading needs of their students

E. Establish a forum for beginning teachers to enhance their professional
development of teaching of reading

What is the most important strategy to you?

60%

50%

40%

30%

20%

[] =
C. D.

A. B. E.

Figure 7 Most Important Strategy (Beginner Teacher Experiences Q2)
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Think Tank Outcomes

Think Tank Activity 3 (continued)

Prompt: How can we adapt, change, add value and get flexible? Propose and
develop strategies to design enhanced futures for the Quality
Teaching of Reading in the Early Years.

Poll: Which of these strategies is the most important to you?

3. How can we enhance school leadership initiatives?

A. Continual and personalised, differentiated professional learning for educators
and school leaders

B. Learning coaches and mentors to align to next steps in PL and to have capabilities
in coaching and mentoring in additional to the teaching of reading (TOR)

C. Use evidence to align strategies to the student data including student voice data

D. School leaders engaging in academic literature and drawing on the expertise of
their teachers and middle leadership

E. Leaders regularly employing mechanisms to audit and refine TOR and build
evidence base

F. Recognise that graduates are on a continual journey that needs to be supported
and celebrated

What is the most important strategy to you?

30%

25%

20%
15%
10%
11
0%
A. B. o D. E. F.

Figure 8 Most Important Strategy (School Leadership Initiatives Q3)
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Think Tank Outcomes

Think Tank Activity 3 (continued)

Prompt: How can we adapt, change, add value and get flexible? Propose and
develop strategies to design enhanced futures for the Quality
Teaching of Reading in the Early Years.

Poll: Which of these strategies is the most important to you?

4. How can we enhance key stakeholder policy decisions?

A. Know the stakeholders involved, communicate well and engage with local
contexts ensuring that all invested voices are heard

B. Ensure equitable access to data and evidence
Develop shared understandings of what “quality teaching of reading” is to inform
policy decisions

D. Recognise the value of building upon previous reviews and learnings
Policy supporting teachers—identify the resources and supports teachers need
Consistency of expectation between states and territories and sectors

What is the most important strategy to you?
45%
40%

35%
30%
25%
20%
15%
10%
5%
o ] [ ] L]
A. B. C. D.

E. F.

Figure 9 Most Important Strategy (Key Stakeholder Policy Decisions Q4)
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Think Tank Outcomes

Think Tank Activity 4

Prompt: Design your intent. Shape-shift your preferred future. Put a time
frame around it. Tell us what it is. Finish this sentence: | will contribute
to my preferred future for Quality Teaching in the Early Years by ...

The 28 responses to this question, at the end of the Summit, focused on activities like:

e Fostering a love of reading for its own sake.
e Building partnerships between teachers and parents.
e Developing a shared understanding of a balanced approach in the school team.

e Supporting students, preservice teachers, and early years teachers with evidence-
based practices.

Nearly every single comment was person-centred using words that included: child/ren, learner/s,
student/s, parent/s, teacher/s, team, and colleague/s. A selection of comments follow. For more
comments, see Appendix F.

I'will contribute to my preferred future for Quality Teaching in the Early
Yearsby ...

e ..bringing more fun and excited/love of reading. | will use the students’ interests to
engage and encourage a love of reading [love of reading]

e ..making a focused effort to select appropriate texts that not only engage children,
but cater to their interests, have numerous learning opportunities and embrace
reading for pleasure with all children [appropriate texts]

e ..sharing and supporting all teachers with developing a shared understanding of
effective, evidenced based practices and the way in which they transfer into
pedagogical content knowledge in classrooms [evidence-based research and
practices]

e ..building partnerships between my parents and my teachers to enhance literacy
experiences for my students [building partnerships]

e ..sharing my learning and reflections from today with my leadership team, my staff
members and my local collegiate to plan a constant approach to reading in our area
[sharing knowledge across the school team]
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Think Tank Outcomes

Visualisation of the Summit Events and the Think Tank Outcomes

A visual summary of the Summit presentations and the Think Tank Outcomes follows.
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Visualisation of the Summit Events and the Think Tank Outcomes
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Visualisation of the Summit Events and Think Tank Outcomes
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Summit Evaluation

Summit Evaluation

An online survey was administered following the Summit. Following is a summary of the key
points for each question.

Q1. Please give an overall rating to the Summit format and program
Q1. Please give an overall rating to the
Summit format and program
60%
50.0%
50%
40.0%
40%
30%
20%
10% L.5%
2.5%
. 0.0%
0% |
Excellent Very Good Just Below Poor
Average Average
Figure 10 Summit Format and Program Rating
Q2. Please rate the quality of the Summit speakers and content
y
Q2. Please rate the quality of the Summit
speakers and content
60% 55.0%
50%
40.0%
40%
30%
20%
10%
2.5% 2.5%
0.0%
0%
Excellent Very Good Just Below Poor
Average Average
Figure 11 Summit Speakers and Content Quality
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Summit Evaluation

Q3. What is the likelihood that you will implement aspects of this Summit
into your work?
Q3. What is the likelihood that you will
implement aspects of this Summit into your
work?

80% 75.0%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
0% 17.5%

Definitely Possibly = Maybe Probably Not atAll

Not
Figure 12 Likelihood of Implementing Aspects of this Summit into Your Work
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Summit Evaluation

Q4. What was done well?

The responses were grouped into themes revealing the comments were in three main areas:

e P:Presenters (red)
* F: Format or Organisation of Summit (blue)
* T:Timing or Speed of Individual Presentations (yellow)

In some cases these themes appeared together, as is represented in the overlapping model in
Figure 13

Figure 13 Categories of Responses to “What was done well?”

While 7iming/speed (T) received 26% (n = 10) of the responses, it was always in conjunction
with Presenters (P: 10%) and sometimes with Presentersand Format /Organisation (PFT: 15%?2).

= Lots of short engaging presentations.
= Brief and snappy presentations. Mix of passive/interactive activities.

Presenters (P) was the most popular category with 29 responses (74%) praising the range and
quality of speakers.

= The speakers were excellent and engaging.
= |really liked the various presenters, and their various perspectives.

Format/Organisation (F) of the Summit was admired for its multi-modal format with 59%
(n= 23) of the participants commenting on this.
= The breakout room format via Zoom.

= The online forum worked really well and the inclusion of the breakout rooms was valuable.
* The hybrid format worked so well.

2 Percentages have been rounded to whole numbers so totals are sometimes out by 1.
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Summit Evaluation

Q5. What needs improving?

In response to Survey Question 5 What needs improving?, one-third of respondents could think
of no improvements.

= Congratulations and big thanks for this inspirational and reaffirming opportunity.
= Nothing.
= | can’t think of anything :)

Nine participants had issues with either technology or design:

= Zoom access.

* Print on the slides hard to read

= The poll frame was placed over the choices so you couldn’t revisit them as you were
choosing.

Four participants would have liked greater participation pathways:

= Sadly, my break out group was not productive.

= | do not twitter, so perhaps some other way to feel as though contributing!

* You could consider having a chair person in each of the Zoom conferences to support the
conversation.

= Would be great for online participants to connect.

Seven participants had issues with timing, most commonly that sessions were too short and
therefore provided “surface-level” discussion and the entertainment breaks were distracting and
drew time away from the content synthesis.

All the participants who felt the timing was off also were part of the groups that had issues with
the content.

= | felt that 5 mins was too short a time to know about some of the presenters, how they
taught and some of their achievements.

= Replace all of the presenters who gave their opinions on inquiry and play with no evidence-
backing.

= Although | appreciate that a high energy facilitator is needed for this kind of event,
someone with knowledge of content is much better at summarising and drawing out the
key points and driving the panel sessions.
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Summit Evaluation

Q6. What important topic to the teaching profession would you suggest
for the next Summit?

Thirty-three participants contributed to the answers for Question 6 What important topic to the
teaching profession would you suggestion for the next Summit? but there were approximately
44 concepts grouped into three areas:

= Teaching (practices & strategies)
= Theory
= Teachers’ relationships across the community

These concepts were prepared as a map, shown in Figure 14.

Figure 14 Map of Responses to Survey Question 6
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Appendices
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Appendix A Summit Committee Members
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Time Event details / Presentation Presenter
8:15 AM Registration: online log-in opens, registration in
foyer
8:45 AM Housekeeping Master of Ceremonies—Anthony Laye
8:50 AM Acknowledgement of Traditional Owners Mr David Hartley, Principal, Pimpama State Primary
College
8:53 AM Welcome Message and Opening to Summit Professor Carolyn Evans, Vice Chancellor and
President, Griffith University
8:55 AM Setting the Scene Master of Ceremonies—Anthony Laye
Moderators: Professor Bev Fliickiger, and Andrew
McCabe
8:57 AM The Team: Summit Presenters, Committee and Professor Donna Pendergast, Dean and Head of
Special Contributors School,
School of Education and Professional Studies,
Griffith University
9:00 AM Respecting Children’s Voices as They Learn Cheryl Vardon, Chief Executive and Principal
Commissioner, QFCC
Awarded Honorary Doctorate by Griffith University
9:07 AM The Teaching of Reading in Initial Teacher Education Professor Beryl Exley, Deputy Head of School
(Learning & Teaching),
School of Education and Professional Studies,
Griffith University
9:14 AM Early Learning is Everyone’s Business—Establishinga ~ Myra Geddes, General Manager, Social Impact,
Pattern of Success Goodstart Early Learning, Head Office Brisbane
9:21 AM PANEL QUESTION TIME 1: What are your questions Cheryl Vardon, Beryl Exley, Myra Geddes
and comments for the panel?
9:28 AM WORKSHOP ACTIVITY 1: Think Tank Challenges. In your opinion, what is the biggest challenges to the

teaching of reading in the Early Years?
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Time Event details / Presentation Presenter
9:32 AM Preparation to Teach Reading: Evidence-Informed Sarah Richardson, Director—Teaching and School
Approaches Leadership, AITSL
9:39 AM Framing the Whole Child—A Holistic View to Oral Dr Melinda Miller, Pedagogy and Practice Manager,
Language for Diverse Learners G8 Education
9:46 AM English is a Morphophonemic Language—and That A/Professor Dr Misty Adoniou, Researcher, Writer
Should Inform the Ways We Teach Children to Read  in Language, Literacy and Teaching English to
and Write Speakers of Other Language, University of Canberra
9:53 AM PANEL QUESTION TIME 2: What are your questions Sarah Richardson, Melinda Miller, Misty Adoniou
and comments for the panel?
10:03 AM  Coffee Break
10:13 AM  Engagement Anthony Laye
10:18 AM ACTIVITY 1 OUTCOMES: CHALLENGES. Polling: Which statement is the most important to you?
10:24 AM Reading the Future: Really, on a Raft? Dr Paul Gardner, Senior Lecturer
Literacy Education School of Education, Curtin
University
10:31 AM A Balanced Approach to Literacy Teaching A/ Prof Jessica Mantei, School Head of Teaching and
Learning,
School of Education, University of Wollongong
10:38 AM ... And That is How the English Writing System Julie Shepherd, Educational Consultant,
Works! Australian Literacy Educators’ Association (ALEA)
State Director, Victoria
10:45 AM PANEL QUESTION TIME 3: What are your questions Paul Gardner, Jessica Mantei, Julie Shepherd
and comments for the panel?
10:55 AM WORKSHOP ACTIVITY 2: Think Tank Imagine. Finish this sentence. Imagine if ...
Create a vision. What is your preferred future for Quality Teaching of Reading in the Early Years? What
could Quality Teaching of Reading look like for the 21st Century?
10:59 AM  Morning Tea
11:24 AM  Engagement Anthony Laye
11:29 AM ACTIVITY 2 OUTCOMES: IMAGINE IF. Polling: Which statement is the most important to you?
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Time Event details / Presentation Presenter
11:33 AM  Teaching the Six Components of Reading Through Dr Deb Brosseuk, Lecturer, Language, Literacy and
Inquiry-Based Pedagogy Literature, Sydney School of Education & Social
Work, University of Sydney, Griffith Alumni
11:40 AM  Doomadgee: An Indigenous Case Study Honouring Emma Gulliford, Head of Curriculum, Doomadgee
Children’s Diversity for Reading and Writing State School, Remote Queensland
11:47 AM  Inclusive Education: Every Child’s Right to Read Wendy Doyle, Principal Advisor, Reading and
Writing Centre for the Queensland Department of
Education
11:54 AM  PANEL QUESTION TIME 4: What are your questions Deb Brosseuk, Emma Gulliford, Wendy Doyle
and comments for the panel?
12:04 PM  WORKSHOP / ACTIVITY 3: Think Tank Strategy. Create a strategy. How can we adapt, change, add value
and get flexible? Propose and develop strategies to design enhanced futures for the Quality Teaching of
Reading in the Early Years.
1. How can we enhance Initial Teacher 3. How can we enhance School Leadership
Education programs? initiatives?
2. How can we enhance beginner teacher 4. How can we enhance key stakeholder
experiences? policy decisions?
12:54 PM LUNCH
1:24 PM Engagement Anthony Laye
1:29 PM Bridging Literacy: The Crossover Between Early Adele Amorsen, Queensland Teacher Program
Childhood Education and Care and the Early Years Manager, Goodstart Early Learning
of Schooling
1:36 PM Cook with it, Play with it, Read with it, Sing with it—  Kristy Cundell, Assistant Principal, Curriculum/Prep
A Balanced Approach to Phonics Teacher, MacKillop Catholic Primary
1:50 PM Leading School Pedagogical Reform: Teaching Jantiena Batt, Deputy Principal at ACT Education
Reading in the Early Years Directorate
1:57 PM PANEL QUESTION TIME 5: What are your questions Adele Amorsen, Kristy Cundell, Stephen Kanowski,
and comments for the panel? Jantiena Batt
2:07 PM ACTIVITY 3 OUTCOMES: STRATEGY. Polling: Which of these strategies is the most important to you?

1. How can we enhance Initial Teacher
Education programs?

2. How can we enhance Beginner Teacher
experiences?

3. How can we enhance School Leadership
initiatives?

4. How can we enhance Key Stakeholder
Policy decisions?

32 | Queensland Creating Futures Summit: Quality Teaching of Reading in the Early Years



Acknowledgement of Traditional Owners

Time Event details / Presentation Presenter
2:15PM  PANEL QUESTION TIME 6: What are your questions Stakeholder Panel:
and comments for the panel? . . .
Scott Wiseman, Parent and Citizens Voice
Lin Esders, Teacher’s Union Voice
Linda Willis, Senior Lecturer
Kaeley Kalinowski, Initial Teacher Education Voice
2:25PM  WORKSHOP ACTIVITY 4: Think Tank Action.
What impact would you like to have on Early Readers?
Design your intent. Shape-shift your preferred future. Put a time frame around it. Tell us what it is.
Finish this sentence: | will contribute to my preferred future for Quality Teaching in the Early Years by ...
2:27 PM  Synthesis & Communiqué Professor Donna Pendergast, Dean and Head of
School, School of Education and Professional Studies,
Griffith University
2:30PM  Close of Summit SURVEY
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Host
Professor Donna Pendergast is Dean and Head of the School of
Education and Professional Studies at Griffith University.

She commenced her career as a secondary trained classroom
teacher. Her expertise includes student engagement and teacher
professional learning. Donna led the team preparing Queensland
government schools for the shift of Year 7 into secondary in 2015.
She is currently working with the South Australian education sectors
to do the same for 2022.

Donna works at state and federal levels in education policy shaping including as: a member of the
Board of AITSL; Chair of the Teacher Education Expert Standing Committee of AITSL; Chair of
QELi; Chair of the Queensland Council of Deans of Education and Deputy Chair of the Australian
Council of Deans of Education.

Donna is the recipient of the Vice Chancellor’s Research Supervision Award for Excellence and in
2018 was awarded the Australian Council for Educational Leadership Miller-Grassie Award of
Outstanding Leadership in Education.

Donna is thrilled to be hosting the 6th Education Summit.

Co-Chair
Professor Beryl Exley is an experienced early years and primary
school classroom teacher who is now a Professor of English
Curriculum and Literacies Education with the School of Education and
Professional Studies at Griffith University. She is the Deputy Head of
School and teaches into the English Curriculum and Literacies
Education courses. In line with the Australian Curriculum: English, she
advocates for the balanced approach to teaching reading so that
children build their phonics knowledge at the same time as they learn

how to use language to make meaning.

Beryl is the Queensland Representative on the Network of Associate Deans of Learning and
Teaching in the Discipline of Education (NADLATE). She is an AITSL Initial Teacher Education
Program Accreditation Panel Chair. In 2008, Beryl was appointed as a National Literacy and
Numeracy Week Literacy Ambassador by the Federal Minister of Education.

She has served as the National President of the Australian Literacy Educators’ Association (ALEA),
a member of ALEA National Council, ALEA National Publications director and the ALEA
Queensland State Director. She was the Australian representative and an executive member of
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the International Development Oceania Committee (IDOC), as well as International Chair of
IDOC. She was also a co-chair of the Global Taskforce of the International Literacy Association.
In 2019, Beryl was awarded Life Membership to ALEA for services to literacy teaching and
teacher education.

Master of Ceremonies
Anthony Laye performed in the world’s biggest touring magic show
‘The lllusionists’. His ability to react to the moment, energise and
connect an audience makes him the perfect candidate to host this
year’s summit.

Anthony will assist in not only opening up conversations, he will also
inspire you to continue the conversations after the summit, taking
action to create a better future.

As Australia’s leading Corporate Mentalist, he also has a few tricks up his sleeve he will be sharing
throughout the day.

Author of the popular book Spelling it Out (Cambridge Uni Press),
Associate Professor Dr Misty Adoniou has had a life long
fascination with languages, how they work and how to learn them.
She taught children and adults to read and write in English for over
20 years before moving into teacher education. She is currently an
Adjunct at the University of Canberra and a Principal Fellow at the
Melbourne Graduate School of Education.

This year she began learning her 6th language—Arabic—and has
been reminded once again what it’s like to learn to read from scratch!

Adele Amorsen is Queensland’s Teacher Program Manager for
Goodstart Early Learning where she supports over 400 early
childhood teachers with their daily work educating our youngest
learners. One of Adele’s passions is working with teachers to ensure
best practice for the teaching and learning of literacy skills in the vital
early years. Adele’s background is a combination of early childhood
teaching, lecturing in early literacies and researching in children’s oral
language development. She is passionate about her presentation at
the Summit, hoping that it sparks some critical reflection around the purposeful but playful
teaching and learning of reading in the early years.
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favourites!

Jantiena Batt is a school leader in the ACT Education Directorate.
She has taught in early childhood settings and schools and is currently
working as a policy officer. Jantiena has worked across over 40
schools in the ACT as a literacy and numeracy coach, fulfilling her
passion of building confidence and capacity in all teachers. She has an
addiction to picture books and challenges anyone who follows Marie
Kondo’s belief that 30 books are enough! Jantiena is president of the
ALEA ACT Local Council and is proud to be a Senior Fellow of ALEA.

Dr Debbie Brosseuk is a lecturer in the Faculty in Art and Social
Sciences with a specialisation in language, literacy and literature at
The University of Sydney. Deb’s research interests include children’s
literature, text production, multimodality, and teacher pedagogic
identity. When they were younger, her (now) teenage boys learned
to read by engaging with the entertaining stories, lyrical language,
rambunctious rhymes, and wacky illustrations in Dr Suess books.
‘Green Eggs and Ham’ and ‘Wacky Wednesday’ were much-loved

She believes that we must do all that we can to find engaging ways in which reading can breathe

life into the literacy of learners.

Kristy Cundell is an accomplished Early Years educator and Assistant
Principal: Curriculum at MacKillop Catholic Primary School, Mackay.
Her philosophy of enjoying and exploring high quality mentor texts
to respond to and foster learner engagement is at the core of her
Prep approach. Through an integrated and balanced approach,
purposeful learning is cultivated within authentic contexts and
meaningful talk, ensuing children develop all the repertoires of
practice for reading.

Kristy has worked across both the State and Catholic sectors for over 20 years and holds

additional qualifications in the Arts and Religion. She has taught primary students from Prep to

Year 7 and has also worked in Inclusive Curriculum. She is passionate about the foundational year

of schooling and committed to ensuring academic progress while enabling each learner to grow

in a holistic and faith-filled way.

Kristy, a proud mother of 4 (including triplets), understands how important it is to celebrate
diversity among children. She values her position in Catholic Education where she daily brings to

life her educational philosophy, characterised by a love of learning, a play-based approach, and

honouring the individual through personal connections to each story shared.
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Wendy Doyle is Principal Advisor at the Reading and Writing Centre
for the Queensland Department of Education. She is an accomplished
Early Years educator, having taught for over 20 years in Queensland
State Schools. As Principal Advisor, Wendy works with school leaders
and teachers throughout Queensland, building confidence and
capability in the inclusive teaching of reading and writing. She is
passionate about ensuring all children have access to the curriculum,
and approaches to teaching reading and writing that minimise
barriers and meet the needs of all students. Wendy is mum to two beautiful children and a newly
adopted rescue greyhound.

Dr Paul Gardner is the United Kingdom Literacy Association (UKLA)
Country Ambassador to Australia.

After working as a teacher and academic in England for most of his
life, Paul is now a Senior Lecturer in Primary English at Curtin
University, Western Australia. Paul often feels a sense of déja vu as
he observes Australia following England down the same rabbit-holes.
As a traveller from the future, he suggests it is in Australia’s interests
to take a different pathway to that followed by England.

Myra Geddes oversees Goodstart’s social impact strategy, with a
focus on public policy, impact measurement, research and social
inclusion programs and initiatives. Myra and her team support the
delivery of Goodstart’s social purpose and impact across the country.
Myra brings significant experience to Goodstart, as a driving force
of social policy and reform that has helped transform and improve
the quality of life of Australians. She has been the senior social policy
advisor to two Australian prime ministers and has worked across
early childhood education and care, schools, community services and health policy at state and
national levels. Myra’s career began as a teacher in the northern suburbs of Brisbane. She is
deeply committed to supporting those working closest to children and is a passionate believer in
the power of early learning to transform children’s lives. Myra co-wrote Preschoo/-Two Years
are Better Than One with Dr Stacey Fox at the Mitchell Institute which aimed to help compel
Australia to pursue a national commitment to ensuring all three-year-olds have access to high-
quality early childhood education by offering a second year of preschool.
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Emma Gulliford is Head of Department at Doomadgee State School
and has lived in the community for five years. She studied degrees in
Primary Teaching and Arts at the University of Newcastle majoring in
Aboriginal studies and graduating with distinction. Emma has taught
in remote communities in both New South Wales and Queensland and
during her time at Doomadgee State school has led projects in
Community Engagement, Digital Technologies, Language and
Literacy and Mentoring Beginning Teachers. Most recently, she has

collaborated with staff and community to develop a new integrated curriculum that is responsive

to the needs of the school community and embeds local Aboriginal perspectives and knowledge.

Kaeley Kalinowski is a fourth year pre-service teacher studying at
Griffith University on the Gold Coast. She has been recognised
annually as a recipient of the Griffith University Award for Academic
Excellence. Kaeley has undertaken practicums in a variety of
schooling sectors across different year levels.

Throughout the course of her study, she has developed a passion for
literacy and inclusive practices and will be graduating with a Bachelor
of Education, majoring in Primary Education with a minor in English.

During her studies, Kaeley embarked on an international placement in the Netherlands to gain

understanding and deepen her perspective about educational practices. She is delighted to be

involved in the Creating Futures Summit, representing fellow students among a panel of

accomplished educational experts.

Jessica Mantei is an Associate Professor in Language and Literacy at
the University of Wollongong and Head of Teaching and Learning in
the School of Education. Jessica has worked in literacy education for
over 30 years as a classroom teacher, specialist reading teacher,
early career teacher mentor and then researcher and lecturer in the
tertiary sector. Jessica has a keen interest in the ways our teaching
connects with and draws out the richness of our learners’ existing
abilities and practices, and in literacy pedagogies that truly equip our

learners to get things done within and beyond the institution of school.
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Dr Melinda Miller is the Pedagogy and Practice Manager at G8
Education. Twice-awarded the Springer Publishing Best Paper
Award, Melinda is an active researcher and author in the areas of
cultural inclusion, sustainability education and pedagogy.

After a decade in academia, Melinda now guides approaches to the

theory-practice nexus for over 11,000 early childhood educators

and teachers in prior-to-school settings. As a former practitioner and

academic, Melinda advocates within and beyond the early childhood
sector for play-based learning and access and participation rights for all young children and their
families. Melinda is looking forward to sharing an early childhood perspective with the Summit
audience.

Sarah Richardson is a passionate education leader with more than
20 years of experience in the sector.

As Director—Teaching and School Leadership with the Australian

Institute for Teaching and School Leadership (AITSL), Sarah leads the

planning and implementation of national policy initiatives and

projects that directly support excellence in teaching and school

leadership across Australia. In this role, Sarah collaborates with the

profession to interpret research and evidence to influence education
reform, with a focus on impact at the classroom and national level.

In prior roles as a primary school teacher, principal and school improvement advisor in the UK,
Sarah led school improvement activities across a range of settings. Sarah has a first-class honours
degree and an MA in education. She also achieved the UK’s National Professional Qualification for
Headship (NQPH).

Julie Shepherd is a classroom based independent educational
consultant and Literacy coach. In her role, she works alongside
teachers: planning, modelling strategies and acting as mentor and
critical friend.

Julie has previously worked as a primary teacher and university
lecturer and has also written several teacher reference texts. She has
delivered professional learning sessions with teachers across
Australia, as well as in Singapore, China and South Korea.

She has a particular interest in Spelling and travelled to France in 2016 to participate in a
residential on Orthography with a retired Cambridge professor. She has had a long involvement
in ALEA as a member, local council president, participant at conferences and professional learning
events, and is the current Victorian State Director.
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Leesa Warwick has worked as an educator in schools across Logan
for over 30 years, as a both teacher and a school leader. Throughout
this time, she has also supported school teams throughout South East
Queensland in her regional and central office roles to utilise research
evidenced strategies for literacy and reading and achieve greater
impact on student learning.

Cheryl Vardon is an experienced systems reviewer and actuator of
change with a passion for improving outcomes for vulnerable
children. She was once the school reviewer for an education centre
on Turtle Island in Fiji designing curriculum for local children and
providing teacher development.

Cheryl has a wealth of experience in rebuilding and refocussing
organisations and teams, together with a sound track record of
expertise in the translation of complex policies into useful action.

She is presently the Chief Executive and Principal Commissioner of the Queensland Family and
Child Commission, with the remit to build a contemporary children’s commission for Queensland.

As a distinguished educator Cheryl’s background includes representation of Australian

governments, companies and organisations both nationally and internationally. Cheryl has held

positions as Director-General and Chief Executive of two Australian education systems. Her roles

have included many leadership roles as Chief Executive, Commissioner and Adjunct Professor and

board and statutory roles.

In 2018 Cheryl received an honorary doctorate from Griffith University. She is a Fellow of the

Australian Council for Educational Leaders and a Fellow of the Australian Institute of Managers

and Leaders.
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Acknowledgement of Traditional Owners
Good morning, everyone.

My name is Dave Hartley. I'm the Principal of Pimpama State
Primary College on the Gold Coast. I'm a very proud
Barunggam man. My people are from Chinchilla in the south-
western part of Queensland and the Darling Downs.

Id like to respectfully acknowledge the traditional owners of

the land on which I’'m standing here this morning, the Bullongin

and Kombumerri people, and I'd also like to pay my respects to

the traditional owners on which this event is being taken place
in Brisbane, the Jagera and Turrbal people as well.

I'd like to acknowledge the traditional owners of whichever land that you are sitting around our
beautiful country this morning too. Can | please also pay my respects to elders, our elders who
are with us today in this presentation. I'd like to acknowledge our elders of the past and our future
elders, many of those who are sitting in our Queensland state schools at the moment.

Wish you all the best for a successful discussion today and can’t wait to hear about how it all goes
from Donna.

Take care. Thank you, everyone.

Dave Hartley

Principal

Pimpama State Primary College
Gold Coast
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Summit Opening
Good morning, everyone.

| begin by echoing David’s Acknowledgement of Country. It is
a pleasure to welcome you to Griffith University’s sixth
Creating Futures Summit. Each year, we focus on a topic of
great importance to the teaching profession and to initial
teacher education. Today’s Summit shines a spotlight on
quality teaching of reading in the early years. Allow me to
begin by thanking the School of Education and Professional
Studies for hosting this annual event, and Professors Donna
Pendergast and Beryl Exley for their leadership in presenting this exciting opportunity for
collaboration and debate. | also wish to highlight the contribution of the organising committee
driving this event, with representatives from across key stakeholder groups.

Each summit explores and actively works towards creating shared futures on topics or issues of
deep importance to education, with a highlight on initial teacher education. This approach to
professional learning is relevant, engaging, and proactive and enables Griffith University to
deepen collaborations with our valued partners while setting agendas on key issues. Perhaps
some of you’ve been able to join us for these past events or perhaps you’re joining us for the first
time. The Summit brand is growing in popularity and I'm pleased to say that 2021 is our biggest
Summit to date—so welcome aboard.

Now the pandemic has driven a major shift in our delivery today. While we do miss face-to-face
events, this hybrid event has enabled participation from well beyond southeast Queensland. Hello
to those of you in the studio: presenters, planning committee, and special guests. Greetings to
those of you joining us online from within Queensland interstate and indeed overseas. We are all
fortunate to be able to enjoy a remarkable line-up of inspiring speakers from all corners of
Australia. Today is not for the passive listener. Whether you're joining us online or from the studio,
your interactions will drive the summit outcomes. We will capture your reflections, wisdom, and
perspectives. By the end of the day, we’ll have worked towards developing a vision to enhance
the future of quality teaching of reading in the early years. We’ll encourage you to commit to
taking bold action in your own sphere of influence so that we can collectively make a difference
and achieve the goals we’ve set for ourselves. Griffith University is committed to playing our part
in the ongoing cycle of improvement for our initial teacher education programs. We look forward
to working with you and this community to advance the future of all young Australians.

Please enjoy today.

Professor Carolyn Evans
Vice Chancellor and President
Griffith University
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Welcome

It is my pleasure to welcome you to the
Queensland Creating Futures Summit:
Quality Teaching of Reading in the Early
Years. For those of you who were unable

to participate, we have a video of the
presentations available via the QR Code
on the right or you can access the video by this link
https://vimeo.com/553167217/fef1a819dc

Good morning, everyone and welcome from all around
Australia. It's wonderful to have you here as part of our Summit.

As we’ve heard already in our Welcomes and as Anthony has laid out for us, the Summit is about
action and participation. It’s not about passive listening, and so today we’re going to give you
opportunities to get involved, to provide feedback, to vote to make decisions, and to make
commitments going forward. So you know, this is about you having the opportunity to, first of
all, share some ideas and share some thoughts from some of our informed and our creative
educators and leaders, and we’re going to hear from those stakeholders from around the
community to look at ways that we can shape-shift this whole area of the teaching of reading in
the early years.

Now we know that this is an important agenda, and we know that agenda is important not only
for teachers in schools, but for our wider community. Recently our minister for education
announced an inquiry into initial teacher education of which the teaching of reading will be a
component so our Summit couldn’t be better timed in terms of making a contribution nationally.

We've heard today that the Summit is being presented in a new mode, and disruptive innovation
is something that we’ve all come to be very good at, we're very agile and pedagogically, this
conference—this event is one that we couldn’t have foreseen 12 months ago... 18 months ago.
It simply wouldn’t have been possible but today it’s happening and you are part of it. You are part
of being here today and actually testing the future in the way we might deliver Summits so thank
you for your participation. | would really wish to acknowledge the work of the Summit Committee
and here are some of those faces that you will recognize. The important work that our committee
members have done in shaping and bringing together a spectacular range of key thinkers in this
area of teaching in the early years so an incredible thank you to those people. They thought they
were committing for a planning period of eight months—it’s actually been closer to 18 months
with our Summit being delayed but here we are today with the best ever event.

Why are you here today? What is inspiring you and what do you want to know more about? The
area of the teaching of reading in the early years is not without controversy. It is an area that has
been contested: there are a lot of questions about what works; how do we know what works—
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where is the evidence and we’re going to hear about that today. In fact, these are some of the
things that you said that you would like to get out of today’s event:

What does teacher training need to do and what should it
look like, to ensure evidence-informed practice,

underpinned by science of learning, takes place?

Head of Curriculum, State Primary School, Queensland

I’m interested in robust discussion regarding the reading
wars that seems to be saturating social media and
causing angst among teachers.

Principal, Catholic Primary School, Victoria

Another person [Speech Language Pathologist, Department of Education, Queensland] said “I'm
interested in evident evidence-based focus on reading instruction” and another [Principal, State
Primary School, Tasmania], “l want to know about phonics in context.”

So there are lots of questions—that was just a taste of some of the reasons that you are here
today. We're here today to open the possibilities for you, to share in the exploration of those
topics of interest to you, so please enjoy the event, and I'll be back later this afternoon to round

up.

We are delighted to celebrate our profession and take forward the vision of the Summit
outcomes to advance the futures of all young Australians.

Professor Donna Pendergast

Dean and Head of School,

School of Education and Professional Studies
Griffith University
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Note: Where a participant has an asterisk against their last name, this indicates that they presented during the Summit.
First Name Last Name Organisation Name Location Country
Deb Adams Teacher QLD Australia
Kate Adams Coach Perth Primary School TAS Australia
Misty Adoniou* Academic University of Canberra ACT Australia
Jeanne Allen Academic Griffith University QLD Australia
Sarah Allen Assistant Principal Thornleigh West Public School NSW Australia
Adele Amorsen* Teacher Goodstart Early Learning QLD Australia
Jade Anderson Principal QLD Australia
Renee Andrews Academic Australian Catholic University Australia
Kerry Aprile Academic CQUniversity QLD Australia
Angela Arena Leader QLD Australia
Julie Argent Principal Latrobe Primary School TAS Australia
Megan Argent Support Education Queensland QLD Australia
Shane Ariti Deputy Principal Beaumaris Primary School WA Australia
Emily Armstrong Pre-service teacher Griffith University QLD Australia
Elise Arndell Pre-service teacher Griffith University QLD Australia
Kathy Arnold Principal Aldercourt Primary School VIC Australia
Donna Arulogun Advisor Reading and Writing Centre QLD Australia
Jennifer Asha Academic Australian Catholic University Australia
Jenn Ashton Leader Department of Education TAS Australia
Melissa Ashton Head of Department Rangeville State School QLD Australia
Anita Atkinson Teacher Mentone Grammar VIC Australia
Rachel Atkinson Teacher St John's Anglican College QLD Australia
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First Name Last Name Organisation Name Location Country
Redback Audio Event management Redback Events QLD Australia
Carly Badke Pre-service teacher Griffith University QLD Australia
Zoe Baer Teacher QLD Australia
Maggie Bailey Neuropsychologist Zilian Pty Ltd QLD Australia
Sharron Bailey Assistant Principal Auburn South Primary School VIC Australia
Libby Baker Teacher ACT Australia
Stephanie Bale Librarian

Jennifer Bampton Coach Springwood Central State School QLD Australia
Rochelle Banks Student Griffith University QLD Australia
Gabrielle Barker Assistant Principal St Benedict’s Catholic Primary School QLD Australia
Kylie Barker Teacher QLD Australia
Michelle Barker Pre-service teacher Griffith University QLD Australia
Carol Barnes National Co-ordinator GLD Australia Australia
Amanda Barrett Teacher Aide The Word Workshop

Brenda Barry Consultant The Language Shop QLD Australia
Sue Barry Academic Griffith University QLD Australia
Georgina Barton Academic University of Southern Queensland QLD Australia
Jantiena Batt Policy Officer ACT Education Directorate ACT Australia
Belinda Battaia Assistant Principal St Mary’s Catholic Primary School QLD Australia
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Appendix F Extended Response to Think Tank Activities

Workshop Activity 2: Think Tank Imagine. Finish this sentence.

Imagine if ...
Create a vision. What is your preferred future for
Quality Teaching of Reading in the Early Years? What
could Quality Teaching of Reading look like for the 2 1st
Century?

= All children were given equal high quality home care in the early years and came to school
with a backpack of good communication and oral language ready to make connections
between the spoken language and written language, and then...have all teachers trained in
how to actually teach most students to read. Which is structured, explicit teaching of
phonics until automaticity is reached.

= All teachers connected reading and writing, were skilled to justify their decisions and were
listened to by their leaders and politicians. Reading was to be enjoyed not drilled.

= All teachers fully understood the Simple View of Reading approach, decoding and language
comprehension together create successful reading comprehension. Reading should be
developed during shared reading, modelled and guided reading, each have an important
role. Phonics should be taught in a systematic and explicit way.

= Imagine if we tracked individual student’s literacy journeys instead of labelling them in their
earliest years of school learning as “meeting the grade” or otherwise

= Deep learning of reading where | can have time and opportunity to embed their learning in
reading and eliminate the other stuff that takes time and energy away. Can we cut down
the expectations of the Australian curriculum so we can focus on what is important and be
the teacher | dreamed to be?

= Every child had access to excellent reading programs and excellent role models and
educators.

* Imagine if early child had 1000 hours of quality literacy before they entered formal
schooling?

= Imagine if ..... we could spend more time in classroom groups discussing literature and the
texts we use, on various levels: The physical text; the pages/screens and their functions;
the features of the text (words and images); the structure of the text; the words and
textual features used in the text; the purpose of the text; the intended audience of the
text; the author’s intentions for creating the text; how the reader is constructed by the
text.

= Imagine if all children could access high quality inclusive early learning in their first 1000
days to set them up for success in school and life.
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Imagine if all children could not only read but comprehend what they are reading.
Imagine if all children were engaged in meaningful reading and writing moments.

Imagine if all children were supported at home with their reading, therefore enjoyed
reading and writing.

Imagine if classrooms were like forests; filled with diverse stories in multiple modes and
languages and children were encouraged to wonder in this forest and pick up whatever
aroused their curiosity.

Imagine if every child developed a love of words, a love of reading and a creative imagining.

Imagine if every teacher had a deep understanding of linguistics and orthography that they
could draw on in their teaching; and they read aloud to their students every day from a
wide range of texts; and they had a range and tools/lenses for assessing a range of aspects
of reading... and so much more!

Imagine if everyone would get the same level of Education.

Imagine if our schools facilitated play based, age appropriate balanced literacy learning
that bridged the gaps for all learners!

Imagine if our teachers felt assured in using a balanced approach where they could support
children’s love of reading and writing while also students discovered the joy of exploring
language and words.

Imagine if quality of teaching reading included phonemic awareness to the phonemic level-
not thru syllables first and teachers were taught best synthetic phonics order, how to do
orthographic mapping and morphophonemic awareness. How they could be taught via
modelled think aloud whereby phonics and meaning are demonstrated in a meaningful way.
Imagine if teachers had time to read to children for enjoyment not analysis for a C2C unit!

Imagine if reading for joy was actually written into the curriculum. Imagine if contexts for
play, student voice and agency were valued and explicitly written into the curriculum.
Imagine if the Early Years of learning were seen as the most important years of school and
funded accordingly. Imagine if Early Childhood Educators were the leaders in all school
settings.

Imagine if teacher education provided greater time and support for literacy and this
included support for beginning career teachers within the school system. Engaging
students using their interests and strengths as Marie Clay suggested would be the
beginning of the teacher/student relationship.

Imagine if teachers had more TIME to build knowledge and understand about their learners
and their literacy experiences so that they can target reading instruction to their learners’
precise needs and motivation as a reader!

Imagine if teachers had the freedom to follow the creative direction of students’ interests
undertaking inquiry learning without curriculum constraints.
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* Imagine if teachers had the time, support and resourcing needed to become the best
literacy, language, reading teachers that they could be?

= Imagine if teachers were treated as professionals who know their students and the best
way to support them to read and there were no reading wars.

» Imagine if the curriculum wasn’t so crowded and we could really teach reading and writing
to students for enjoyment.

= Imagine if the fundamentals and ‘old style’ teaching of reading (joyful, learning through big
books, rhymes, songs, and the roots /base words) were embraced with open arms. | would
love to see more children and adults engage with a paper book rather than an electronic
device.

» Imagine if the teaching of reading was based on evidenced based practices. The future of
reading instruction would have schools using Science of Reading and all students would
have access to literacy acquisition.

* Imagine if there was a reduction in the amount of “stuff” that needs to be taught in the
early years and we could concentrate on our early literacy (and numeracy) through high
interest, child centred topics which allowed teachers the time to cover these extended
early literacy skills in detail.

* Imagine if there was a shared understanding across all stakeholders about the most
effective, evidenced based way to teach reading.

» Imagine if we actually kept the child as the most important part of the teaching.

= Imagineif... all students came with a rich background in early literacy. Bring back the songs
and rhymes at the knees of the Parents and Grandparents and a bedtime story every night
- not necessarily a book, but an interesting made up adventure!

= Imagine if... teachers had access to continual professional learning with funded time off to
build and develop their expertise in reading. If teachers and leaders could access current
research with collaborative time off together to ensure ‘a great start for children in the
early years’.

= Imagine if... teachers had the language and linguistic knowledge to support the teaching of
foundational literacy skills to their students.

= Imagine if.... we continue to reduce the pressure on educators and children... what magic
weaving would continue to occur...

» Quality teaching of reading would be a well rounded approach ensuring all learners are
catered for. New teachers have developed a good grounding about reading from their
university courses. High quality strategies and research would be applied when planning
for the teaching of reading.

=  What could Quality Teaching of Reading look like for the 21st Century? Confident and
knowledgeable teachers!

»  What if all stakeholders had mantle of the expert.
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Workshop Activity 4: Think Tank Action. What impact would you like to have
on Early Readers?
Design your intent. Shape-shift your preferred future.
Put a time frame around it. Tell us what it is. Finish this
sentence: I will contribute to my preferred future for
Quality Teaching in the Early Years by ...

= ...As ateacher librarian, supporting EY teachers to find the right book for children.

= By being enthusiastic about all reading activities and encouraging all learners to be
enthusiastic about the reading they are engaging in

= By embedding my students in high-quality texts on a regular basis and teach from this
context.

= By leading a culture of change within my organisation that focuses on the joy of reading,
the full immersion in reading and the passion for developing reading skills through play.

= Continuing to encourage holistic, meaningful, contextualised, relationship-based teaching
and learning practices

= Continuing to implement a robust systematic phonemic and phonic program to my
colleagues with a focus on comprehension modelled by teachers

= Continuing to share and support all teachers with developing a shared understanding of
effective, evidenced based practices and the way in which they transfer into pedagogical
content knowledge in classrooms.

= Creating opportunities for partnerships with parents and teachers to enhance early years
learning experiences

= Discussing with my early years team the importance of a balanced approach. Ensuring
there is still an emphasis on sharing literature and giving thought to oral language
development.

= Encouraging reading for enjoyment, supporting students to continue reading at home,
being enthusiastic in my teaching and drawing from the interests of my students to help
them understand lessons.

= Ensuring preservice teachers develop knowledge of children’s literature and the joys and
benefits of reading to their students.

= Focusing on supporting students’ emotional well-being as a contributing factor to and
consequence of reading instruction.

= Focussing on the needs of my learners, considering their strengths and weakness, and
engage them in quality teaching practices and learning experiences.

= Being more student centred, reading more books integrated across subject areas for
higher engagement and enjoyment.
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= Sharing my learning and reflections from today with my leadership team, my staff
members and my local collegiate to plan a constant approach to reading in our area.

= Ccontinuing to look at evidence based research and refining and honing my skills to ensure
the best possible outcomes for my students.

= Seeking out the mentoring and professional development to become the teacher |
imagined | would be

= Working with other teachers to provide a consistent approach to literacy learning across
the school.

= Supporting preservice teachers to gain access to evidence based research on ‘best
practice’ for teaching reading.

= Bringing more fun and excited/love of reading. | will use the students’ interests to engage
and encourage a love of reading.

* Providing my team with the value of a LOVE and joy of reading, sharing the latest research
and time, space to unpack student data and plan next steps through play based pedagogies.

= Knowing the specific needs of my students and committing to best practice in reading to
best support my students.

= Keeping up with my PL and sharing it across the school.

= Making a focused effort to select appropriate texts that not only engage children, but
cater to their interests, have numerous learning opportunities and embrace reading for
pleasure with all children.

= My contribution will be to build partnerships between my parents and my teachers to
enhance literacy experiences for my students.

= Reading to my children at home and making books my gift of choice for my children’s
friends.

= Reflecting on today’s summit and reading and telling stories as much as | can to the young.

= Seeking children’s understanding of reading and its purpose and their preferences for
reading. Also determining why children would like to read and whether reading has in fact
any meaning for them and if not why not.

= Working towards effective and evidenced ways to ensure all children’s personalized
reading needs are met and that all children are engaged and motivated to grow into
effective readers as they travel along their unique reading journeys.
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