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Summary
The golden trapdoor spiders (Euoplos) occur throughout the mesic regions of Australia, but appear to be especially
diverse in south-eastern Queensland. These spiders live in burrows with camouflaged ‘trapdoor’ entrances. Although
they occur in high densities in many of the forests of eastern Australia, they can be highly cryptic. Currently, most
species of golden trapdoor spider remain undescribed and we understand very little about the biology of the group.
The goal of my Ph.D. is to study the morphology (physical appearance) of these spiders and combine this information
with modern genetic analysis methods to investigate their evolutionary history and describe new species. This research
is important because it contributes to our overall understanding of evolution and speciation, and also because it will aid in
the conservation of an iconic group of Australian spiders.
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