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Griffith University Student Wins 18th Chinese Bridge Queensland Preliminary Competition
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The 18th "Chinese Bridge" Chinese Proficiency Competition for International University Students ended on 18th May
at the host’s venue, the University of Queensland (UQ). The competition was jointly held by the UQ Confucius
Institute and the Tourist Confucius Institute (TCl) at Griffith University. The Chinese Bridge competition is structured
across three categories (university students - lower division, university students - advanced division and non-
university division). The competition consists of a written test, a speech and a talent show.
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Griffith University students achieved good scores although only seven competitors entered, including two
independent adult learners. Joshua Searle and Utako Ito, two TCl students learning Intermediate Tourism Chinese,
won the first and second prize in the non-university division. Emma Sellars, a Griffith university student majoring in
Chinese, sang a song “Tian Mi Mi”. She won the third prize in the talent show at the basic level, based on her sweet
voice, clear pronunciation and precise melody.
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Griffith University student Tyler Parker, a major in International Trade, was no doubt the most remarkable
competitor. His speech “All Under Heaven Are of One Family” was not only sincere but also very relevant to current
affairs. On stage he said, “Today at the Chinese Bridge, | would like to say that although we have different skin
colours, speak different languages and come from different countries, we live in the global village together. We are
equal, full of love and peace and all under heaven are of one family.” His standard pronunciation and fluent
expression won bursts of applause from the audience as well as helping him achieve the second prize in speech on
the advanced level. Tyler performed really well in the talent show and was awarded first prize at the advanced level.
He sang an adapted Chinese popular ballad from Chengdu with a powerful voice and clear articulation. He also
incorporated his campus life into his song, “Take a walk with me on the Red Bridge at Griffith. Walk to the end of the
Red Bridge and make friends from the whole world”. After the calculation of the weighted score, Tyler won first
place at the advanced level for the written test, speech and talent show. He will go to China for the Chinese Bridge
final on behalf of Queensland this July.
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At the end of competition, Tyler said that he has lived on the Gold Coast from childhood and learned Chinese at
Varsity College (which has a Confucius Classroom) and at Griffith University. He was grateful for the help from all the
Chinese teachers during his learning journey. He also thanked the TCl teachers for their guidance in preparing for the
competition and commented that the studying with the Confucius Institute is a great way to learn about the Chinese
language and culture. These sentiments were expressed in his song, “Walk to the end of the Red Bridge and make
friends from the whole world” as the office of the TCl is located just next to the red bridge that connects the Griffith
University Gold Coast campus.
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This competition allowed the contestants to demonstrate their Chinese competence and enthusiasm for the Chinese
culture and also demonstrated the great success regarding Chinese teaching and cultural transmission by the
Confucius Institutes in Queensland.
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Prize winning contestants Joshua Searle and Utako Ito
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TCl teachers and the contestants from Griffith University
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