
 
 
 
This program aims to enhance opportunities for Griffith and Peking University students to enrich their 
studies, experience a different culture and make personal and future professional connections while making 
a difference in their community through volunteering.  Students may have the opportunity to undertake the 
program as a free choice 10CP elective. 
 
 
Twenty Asia Futures Fellows positions are available, with 10 from Griffith and 10 from Peking University.  
All Asia Futures fellows will participate in 2 x one week program held in Brisbane (July) and Beijing 
(October).   The program will incorporate a range of activities, including seminars, government and industry 
briefings. Core components and highlight of the program is increasing students’ level of knowledge of China 
by collaborating with Peking University students and working with a charitable cause in Beijing. 
 
The Program 
 
As a condition of participation, students will be required to form and write a paper on a topic of your 
choosing that is presented at the October program in Beijing. The group work provides a cross cultural work 
experience that also fosters friendships by ensuring regular contact throughout the year with your peers.  
Students will also engage in fundraising and volunteering activities for Bethel China. 
 
The Fellowships can be both credit (free-choice elective) and not credit-based and provides an opportunity 
for students to develop a range of professional and personal skills while making a difference in the 
community through combining volunteering with academic learning. 
 
Sponsorship 
 
Sponsorship for the short term mobility program to Beijing will include return flights, transfers in Beijing, 
accommodation (shared room hostel style), travel insurance (as per university policy) and meals associated 
with the compulsory activities.  Students will be responsible for their visa application and fee, tourist 
activities expenses and some meals.  Sponsorship for the Brisbane program will cover meals, most transfers, 
and accommodation for Gold Coast based students.  
 
Those students who are not applying for the 10CP elective will still participate in the fundraising and  
volunteering activities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



What is the 10CP free-choice elective Asia Future Fellows program for undergraduates 
 
This 10CP free-choice elective course is available to all students who with an overall  minimum GPA of 5. 
The volunteering and short term mobility section of the program are aligned with a structured academic 
program of learning that provides insight into the student's role in the world and explores a range of issues 
that relate to improving a variety of community needs 

• 10 Credit points 
• Counts as a level 3 Course – (course code) 
• Free-choice elective 
• Minimum time volunteering (to be advised) 
• Structured activities, role, project work or research 

Benefits for students 
 
Employees like to see experience on your resume.  Most employers think highly of potential employees who 
are engaged in volunteering and cross cultural activities as you can demonstrate that you are a ‘well-
rounded’ person.  Volunteering also helps you to develop a range of personal and professional skills which 
make you a highly valued employee.   

• Real work experience for your resume 
• Opportunity to volunteer 
• Develop professional and personal silks 
• Cross cultural awareness through your travel to Beijing 
• Work closely with peers from Peking University 

 

What does ‘free-choice’ elective mean? 
Your degree program contains "core" units that you must complete to get your degree. It may also contain 
“elective” units and those elective units are listed within your program structure. Most (but not all) degree 
programs contain space for a 'free-choice' elective.  If your program does contain space for a ‘free-choice’ 
elective you can choose those electives from a variety of programs in the University. Asia Future Fellows 
program for undergraduates may be taken as a 'free-choice' elective. It still costs the same as any other 
course in your degree, but it means that you can choose a course that is not specifically from your discipline 
studies. 
 
Testimonials 
 
The Asia Futures Fellows Program, has afforded me the opportunity of a lifetime. We went beyond the 
headlines and the textbooks and saw the real China. Our experiences were not tempered by biased media or 
myopic pundits – we got to talk to the people that comprise Chinese society. Academics, business people, 
diplomats and artists graciously gave us their time to explain what it is to live, work and study in modern 
China. Throughout this immersive program our friends from Peking University were right beside us ready 
and willing to help and explain both the practical and philosophical elements of Chinese society. This ranged 
from the finer points of their political system, to understanding the cultural significance of Chinese 
mannerisms”. Nicholas Filer 
 
Previously all I had to base my opinion on Chinese people, culture and way of life was predominately through 
popular Western media but this program gave me the opportunity to transform that view into a more 
realistic and modern one. Importantly, the program has allowed me to make many good friends, both 
Chinese and Australian, and will prepare me for undertaking my NCP scholarship in China next year”. Braden 
Rowe 
 



 
The program helped me to develop a real life perspective on the relationship between Australia and China 
and its future potential within the business and diplomatic world, particularly the importance that cross-
cultural interaction will play in my career. The activities broadened my own horizons, showing me a cultural 
side of Brisbane I had not seen before (being a native Gold Coast-er) and questioned my own perceptions 
on Australian issues such as democracy, censorship and the role of the media through the comparison of 
Australia and China, and the discussion of '1984'.  I also formed great relationships with new friends from 
both Griffith and Peking University and even learnt a little Mandarin! It showed me that language and 
cultural differences are not barriers to friendship if you put effort into developing the same. Gemma Phillips 
 
Overall a great program that I deeply enjoyed. I enjoyed most learning about what sort of opportunities 
there were in China to work, study and live. Rather than just reading somewhere about them, we actually 
were given the opportunity to talk to people and getter a greater idea of what it was like to work and live in 
these roles. Even though I wasn't interested in every single area of work we spoke about, it still gave me a 
greater depth and inspired me to think more creatively of employment and study opportunities. I also 
enjoyed getting to meet other young people interested in China and international relations.  I liked that the 
program was run by someone who had many years experience living in China, gave it more authenticity. The 
whole program was a nice balance of formal and relaxed and intellectual discussion and travel/social time. 
Monique Filet 
 


