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Inclusion of Papers within the Thesis 

Griffith Business School Guidelines  

The Griffith Business School (GBS) does not have a preferred or required model for formatting a HDR thesis.  This 

document is supplementary to the Griffith University ‘Inclusion of papers within the thesis’ guidelines.   

Two models are outlined below; a thesis partly comprised of papers and a thesis predominantly comprised of 

papers.  While it is a requirement to have at least one paper published or accepted for publication during 

candidature paper/s are included in the thesis at the discretion of the candidate in consultation with their 

supervisors.  The candidate must discuss the format of the thesis with their supervisors early in candidature and not 

later than during preparation for confirmation of candidature.  Significant disputes between a candidate and 

supervisors should be referred to the HDR Convenor or Head of Department.  Disputes about the format of a thesis 

that cannot be resolved at Department level should be referred to the GBS Dean (Research) offie. 

 

 Thesis PARTLY comprised of papers 
 

Thesis PREDOMINANTLY comprised of papers 
 

Status of 
papers 

At least one of the included papers must be 
published or accepted for publication, 
while the remaining papers (if any) must 
have been submitted and awaiting a final 
outcome. 

Three of the included papers must be published 
or accepted for publication, while the remaining 
papers (if any) must have been submitted and 
awaiting a final outcome.  
 

Type of 
papers 

Only peer reviewed refereed journal publications and book chapters may be included in the 
body of the thesis.  Conference publications may not be included in the body of the thesis. 
 

Number of 
papers 

At least one publication. Typically from 3 to 5 publications. 
 

Authorship Where a paper to be included in the body of the thesis has been co-authored, the candidate is 
required to: 

 have made a substantial contribution (at least 60%) to the intellectual content and 
writing of the text, AND  

 be the 1st named or principal author. 
A signed declaration must be completed for each paper submitted as part of the thesis (see 
Griffith University guidelines) 
 

Quality of 
papers 

Candidates should endeavour to publish their research in high quality peer reviewed 
publications.  Normally only journal papers in the Australian Business Deans Council (ABDC) or 
the Australian Political Studies Association (APSA) journal rank lists may be included in the 
body of the thesis. Published papers should preferably be in B ranked and above journals.  
 
Journal papers not listed on ABDC or APSA and book chapters to be included in the body of 
the thesis must be approved by the lead principal supervisor based on the impact factor of 
the journal or the quality of the publisher of the book or other markers of publication quality. 
 

Format of 
papers 

As per Griffith guidelines.  It is important to ensure the seamless integration of your papers 
into the thesis. 

Other Refer to ‘Inclusion of papers within the thesis’ guidelines. 
 

 


