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Our position in the heart of a leading Conservatoire 
and as part of a University with a strong social 
agenda makes us highly distinctive both in Australia 
and internationally. This unique positioning allows us 
to combine cutting edge creativity and artistry with 
innovative approaches to social, environmental  and 
community engagement.  
 Since our beginnings in 2003, we have remained 
committed to exploring the complex and multi-
faceted role that music plays in contemporary 
society, and continued to champion music  
research that is imaginative in content and  
design and interdisciplinary in nature.   
 Our research is underpinned by a firm belief that 
music has a significant role to play in addressing 
some of the most challenging issues facing our 
generation, whether it be climate change, health 
equity, social justice, desistance from crime, 
poverty alleviation, community wellbeing or cultural 
sustainability. Our researchers do this by working in 
collaborative and interdisciplinary teams alongside 
communities and industry, and by harnessing new 

technologies and inviting the public to play a  
role in our events, installations and performances.  
 Over the past 15 years, QCRC members have 
produced a significant body of work that has made 
a major contribution to the field of music research. 
We have remained committed to being key players 
in our national and international communities of 
music practice. In our 15th year QCRC researchers 
will continue to travel the world presenting 
keynotes at leading disciplinary conferences, 
performing at celebrated national and international 
festivals and events, and disseminating our creative 
and text-based work online and through our 
extensive networks.  
 Our 2018 program of events promises 
an enticing series of performances, festivals, 
conferences, specialist research gatherings, lectures 
and visiting scholars. This program will provide 
us with the opportunity to not only reflect on 
the significant work that has been done to date, 
but also look forward to the exciting research 
developments on the horizon. 

 One of these 15th anniversary initiatives is a 
stunning new photographic exhibition of 15 images 
that track 15 different research projects (led by 
QCRC members, QCGU doctoral students, and our 
collaborators) through the lens of “listening.” When 
you next visit the Queensland Conservatorium we 
encourage you to take a look. 
 Our celebrations will also include flagship 
events that explore music and environmental 
change, human rights and health equity, and new 
developments in artistic research and music careers. 
 Thank you for joining us on this research 
journey so far. We look forward to celebrating 
this milestone with you during one of our  
events this year. 

Professor Brydie-Leigh Bartleet  
Director, QCRC

DIRECTOR’S  
MESSAGE
In its 15th year, the Queensland
Conservatorium Research Centre
(QCRC) continues to lead the way in
innovative research that explores the 
boundaries of what music is and what  
it can do for us as a global society.
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OUR FOCUS AREAS
QCRC researchers explore the 
multifaceted role that music plays in   
contemporary society through three 
diverse yet complementary lenses.

Official opening of QCRC and 
appointment of inaugural Director 
Professor Huib Schippers, with 
four original research focus areas 
and 20 projects across these 
areas.

The first Encounters event, 
Meetings in Australian Music, 
traces 200 years of musical 
meetings between Australian First 
Peoples and European-based 
music. 7th International 
symposium on Cultural Diversity 
in Music Education held at QCGU.

Opening of the state-of-the-art 
IMERSD studios, a leading place 
for collaborative research. Launch 
of the first QCRC Public Lecture 
Series Reflections: Performer’s 
thinking, thinking on 
performance. 

Reflective Resonances two day 
event held as part of the Buddah 
Birthday Festival. Mini conference 
on Artistic Practice as Research 
and launch of groundbreaking 
DVD, Around a Rondo, an in-depth 
investigation of musician’s 
processes with Dr Stephen 
Emmerson.

Launch of Australian Research 
Council (ARC) Linkage project 
Sound Links. Presentation of 
second Encounters event, Islands. 
Premiere of iOrpheus, directed  
by William Duckworth and  
Nora Farrell.
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MUSIC AND CREATIVITIES
At QCRC we are practising musicians. We seek  
to understand, enhance and share the creative 
processes within our music making and beyond. 
We aim to explore performance practices across  
a range of cultural and historical contexts, 
compositional approaches and their interpretation, 
technological innovations including audio 
recording, multimedia performance and 
instrument building.  
 Artistic research activities include disciplinary 
and cross-disciplinary collaborations and curatorial 
practice. Within this area, we provide a creative 
space for leading performers and artistic 
researchers to work on projects that critically 
consider the role of music making in our world, 
and what it may become. Projects in this area 
include collaborative performances and festivals, 
interdisciplinary explorations in music and science, 
ecoacoustics, handmade electronic instruments, 
interactive music systems and environmental 
soundings. Intersecting closely with industry 
colleagues, recent projects include collaborative 
workshops with the general public listening to 
local river systems and biosphere reserves in 
Australia and worldwide.

MUSIC AND COMMUNITIES
At QCRC we are active community members.  
We seek to work hand-in-hand with communities 
to explore music’s role in promoting cultural and 
environmental sustainability, health equity and 
social justice. Within this area, we provide an 
activist space for researchers and community 
members to work on projects that harness music’s 
potential for addressing the most pressing issues 
of our time.  
 Our community-focused projects have attracted 
five consecutive Australian Research Council 
Linkage Grants for projects that have explored  
the nature of community music in Australia,  
the changing relationship between location and 
performance experience, the role of performing 
arts in Australian prisons, the sustainability of 
music globally, and the arts and cultural sector in 
remote Australia. An Australia-Indonesia Institute 
(DFAT) grant is currently examining the impact of 
traditional music and drama performance on 
improving health and hygiene in Javanese villages, 
while our Sing to Beat ®Parkinson’s project has 
continued to encourage singing for health 
amongst people with Parkinson’s and their carers, 
attracting worldwide media attention. 

MUSIC AND LIVELIHOODS
At QCRC we are educators and lifelong learners. 
We seek to explore holistic ways of supporting 
emerging musicians, and those seeking to sustain 
themselves as musicians over time. We aim to 
explore lifelong learning processes, professional 
development practices, and pedagogical and 
curriculum approaches to fostering livelihoods, 
wellbeing, and artistic citizenship within a portfolio 
career reality. 
 Within this area, we provide a learning space 
for educators and researchers to work on 
initiatives that assist emerging and established 
musicians to sustain their livelihoods.   
 Projects in this area include the nature of  
one-to-one pedagogy, professional practice, 
including professional development of teachers 
and  musicians, the healthy musician, higher 
degree pedagogy, global mobility, and popular 
music pedagogy. Recent research examines 
ways of facilitating greater access to study 
opportunities and career pathways for students 
from diverse backgrounds, as well as an Australian 
Research Council Linkage Project, Making Music 
Work, which explores ways to sustain portfolio 
careers in music.
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HERE AND NOW
Here and Now: Artistic Research in Music, An 
Australian Perspective (eds. Tomlinson and Wren) 
is a snapshot of the artistic process, taken from a 
particular time and place. It is not a single story, 
but rather an entry point to the multiple ways we 
can think about music. This book was published in 
2017 by Intelligent Arts. The authors are Vanessa 
Tomlinson, Danielle Bentley, Stephen Emmerson, 
Erik Griswold, Jessica Aszodi, Louise Denson, Kim 
Cunio, Leah Barclay, and Toby Wren. http://
intelligentarts.net/2017/06/here-and-now

CREATIVE BARKLY  
ARC Linkage project Creative Barkly: Sustaining 
the arts and culture sector in remote Australia 
(2016-2019), led by Professor Brydie-Leigh 
Bartleet, looks at creative and performing arts 
activities across the Barkly Region in the Northern 
Territory to understand the role of the arts in 
community and regional development. The Barkly 
has a thriving arts community with organisations 
such as Barkly Regional Arts, Arlpwe Art and 
Culture Centre and Nyinkka Nyunyu Aboriginal Art 
and Culture Centre working across many art forms 
throughout the region. The Creative Barkly project 
brings together academics from QCRC, University 
of the Sunshine Coast and Southern Cross 
University, with industry partners Barkly Regional 
Arts and Regional Arts Australia NT. This research 
will contribute to a deeper understanding of how 
the arts sector supports Australia’s remotest 
communities and regions.

COACHING AS PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE 
Led by Professor Gemma Carey, this project 
investigates coaching as an effective professional 
development strategy to optimise teaching and 
maximise learning outcomes for tertiary 
instrumental and vocal students. Coaching,  
which shares these underlying principles, has  
been implemented successfully in a number of 
professional contexts, however its application and 
relevance to instrumental and vocal teaching has 
yet to be fully investigated. The research explores 
the coaching principles used and their implications 
for one-to-one learning and teaching. It builds on 
Professor Carey’s sustained commitment to 
researching the one-to-one learning and teaching 
context over a number of years and feeds directly 
into the curriculum at the Queensland 
Conservatorium Griffith University.

PERFORMATIVE AFFORDANCES OF 
MICROELECTRONICS 
This project seeks to explore the design of 
and performance with bespoke interactive 
electronic instruments. In particular, the project 
involves the exploration of ‘live’ human agency 
alongside agency ‘embedded’ in a system or 
instrument. These interactions have the potential 
to open up new musical genres and practices. 
The project is led by QCRC Members Dr John 
Ferguson and Professor Andrew Brown and 
includes international collaboration with the Sonic 
Interaction & Experience group in the USA, which 
is a cross-institution initiative between the  
Rhode Island School of Design (RISD) and  

HIGHLIGHTS FROM 
OUR MEMBERS  
AND PROJECTS

Two year ARC Linkage 
project Places for Art 
begins. QCGU and QCRC 
selected as Area of Strategic 
Investment by Griffith 
University for 2009-2013.

Encounters China explores 
the history of musical 
interaction between 
Australia and China 
featuring performances, 
workshops and displays.

Commencement of ARC 
Discovery project, Smart 
Music: Combining Music 
Perception and Algorithmic 
Composition. Launch of 
QCRC’s largest 5-year ARC 
funded Linkage project 
Sustainable Futures. 

QCGU graduates a record 
number of 12 doctorates 
and receives the Griffith 
Vice Chancellor’s award for 
Research Excellence by a 
Research Team. ARC Linkage 
project Captive Audiences 
commences alongside two 
Office for Learning and 
Teaching projects.

Commencement of ARC 
Discovery project 
Controlling Interactive 
Music Performance. QCRC 
and QCGU present 
Crossbows, a 4-day festival 
celebrating small ensembles, 
featuring multi-genre 
performances.

Encounters India, a 7-day 
event, explores the many 
cultural connections 
between Australia and India.
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the music department at Brown University.  
The project features the design of bespoke 
handmade electronic instruments, the 
development of algorithmic music software, 
musical performances, conference presentations 
and the publication of journal articles. 

SING TO BEAT © PARKINSON’S:  
AN INTERNATIONAL STUDY 
Parkinson’s Disease is a progressive condition 
that affects the brain with no known cure. 
Professor Don Stewart, Dr Irene Bartlett and 
Project Manager Dr Yoon Irons have undertaken a 
project, using an approach developed by Professor 
Grenville Hancox, MBE, Artistic Director of the 
UK’s Canterbury Cantata Trust and Honorary 
Professor at the University of Kent, to explore 
the experience of singing in a group and its 
effect on participants’ quality of life, particularly 
in terms of voice and communication, as well 
as psycho-social wellbeing. Singing groups for 
people with Parkinson’s and their carers have been 
set up in South East Queensland, at Queensland 
Conservatorium Griffith University, the University 
of Southern Queensland and North Lakes, with 
100 participants overall. Our international 
collaborators include the Sydney de Haan Research 
Centre for Arts and Health at Canterbury Christ 
Church University, UK, the School of Public Health 
at Peking University in Beijing, and Ewha Womans 
University in Seoul, where the same projects with 
the same assessments are being implemented for 
international comparisons.
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Since 2003, QCRC has brought together a diverse 
range of researchers and artists to collaborate, 
investigate, play and innovate. In our 15th year, we 
reflect on our past and look forward to our future. 
 Established by Griffith University in 2003, the 
centre was first led by the inagural Director 
Professor Huib Schippers. Professor Schippers 
imagined a centre that could identify research 
challenges in contemporary music realities, and 
address them through innovative approaches  
and partnerships.
 Since then QCRC researchers have created 
numerous music research projects that are 
imaginative in content and rigorous in design. 
Whether it be the ground-breaking Around a 
Rondo (2006) project that played a significant 
role in shaping developments in artistic research, 
or our latest 100 Ways to Listen (2017-2018) 
project that has challenged thousand’s of people in 
person and online to listen deeply through 
performances, interactive installations, immersive 
sonic environments and augmented reality sound 
walks, QCRC researchers have been at the 
forefront of developments in our field. 
 Over the years, QCRC projects have worked  
at the intersection of music and other disciplines. 
We’ve collaborated on local, national and 
international projects that intersect with fields  
as diverse as health, criminology, architecture, 
science, education, environment and development.

 Since our beginnings, QCRC researchers have 
recognised the importance of building strategic 
alliances with leading national and international 
partners and institutions. This is demonstrated 
through the innovative work of our members on 
the Transformative one-to-one project and its 
association with ConNext partners both here and 
around the world. Through our major events, such 
as our Encounters Festivals (2005, 2010, 2013), 
Crossbows Festivals (2012, 2014, 2016), Behind 
the Music Series (2005-2018) and our annual 
series of conferences, workshops and seminars, 
QCRC has attracted leading scholars and artists to 
the QCGU to visit, collaborate and share 
innovative practices. 
 While QCRC has been outward facing in our 
flagship projects and major events, we have 
remained committed to playing a developmental 
role in the research culture of the Conservatorium 
itself. Over the years, we have fostered research 
capability in our Early Career Researchers (ECR’s), 
Higher Degree Research (HDR) students, and the 
broader research-training curriculum at QCGU. 
The Conservatorium now boasts a thriving HDR 
community of over 100 candidates. Our new 
cohort of Postdoctoral Fellows, Research Fellows, 
and HDR Interns are also emerging as the inspiring 
research leaders of tomorrow. 
 QCRC has developed an enviable track record 
of securing external funding via a range of sources 

to enable the delivery of high quality projects. 
 Over the years, the centre has led eight ARC 
grants including six Linkage and two Discovery 
projects, as well as three Office for Learning and 
Teaching projects. 
 The centre has recently turned its attention to 
securing funding from diverse sources, and in 
2016-2018 secured grants from the QLD 
Department of Health, UNESCO, the Lowitja 
Institute, the Department of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade, and the Australia Council for the Arts.
 Over the past 15 years, QCRC researchers 
have created 100s of outputs, and collectively 
produced a significant body of work in our field 
of music research. Importantly these outputs 
have been disseminated across a range of 
platforms in both creative and text-based 
formats to ensure our research has engaged  
with diverse audiences for far-reaching impact.  
Our YouTube channel and website features some 
of these: griffith.edu. au/music/queensland-
conservatorium-researchcentre. 
 Through this work since 2003, the QCRC  
has become recognised both nationally and 
internationally for the contribution it has made  
to innovative music research both in Australia 
and internationally. We are now poised to build 
on this solid foundation and move into the  
next chapter of our development.

CELEBRATING 
FIFTEEN YEARS OF 
VIBRANT RESEARCH

Official launch of new focus area, 
Music Health and Wellbeing at the 
QCRC and installation of second 
Director, Prof Brydie-Leigh 
Bartleet. Commencement of ARC 
Linkage projects Creative Barkly 
and Making Music Work.

Commencement of Transforming 
one-to-one learning and teaching 
in conservatoires project funded 
by the Australian Government 
Office for Learning and Teaching. 
Premiere of traveling opera 
Floods, co-funded by QCGU, 
QCRC and ASI (Griffith).

Transforming One-to-One 
Learning and Teaching Symposium 
held at QCGU with national and 
international experts in learning 
and teaching in tertiary music 
contexts. Commencement of 
Griffith University Postdoctoral 
Fellow Dr Leah Barclay.

Launch of 100 Ways to Listen  
at the World Science Festival, 
celebrating a decade of innovative 
music-making. Commencement of 
DFAT Australia-Indonesia Institute 
Music Health and Wellbeing 
project. Commencement of 
Griffith University Postdoctoral 
Fellow Dr Lauren Istvandity.

Commencement of Listening  
to Country arts and prisons 
project funded by the Lowitja 
Institute. Sing to Beat Parkinson’s 
© symposium with health 
professionals, researchers  
and community involvement.  
On Listening photographic 
exhibition opens at QCGU.
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DIRECTOR
Prof Brydie-Leigh Bartleet

DEPUTY DIRECTOR
A/Prof Vanessa Tomlinson

FOCUS AREA  
CO-CONVENORS
Prof Andrew Brown  
(Music and Creativities)
Dr Louise Denson  
(Music and Livelihoods)
Prof Stephen Emmerson 
(Music and Creativities)
Dr Catherine Grant  
(Music and Communities)
Dr Naomi Sunderland  
(Music and Communities)
Dr Donna Weston  
(Music and Livelihoods)

MEMBERS
Mr Brendan Anthony
Dr Christina Ballico
Dr Leah Barclay 
Dr Irene Bartlett
Prof Gemma Carey
Dr John Ferguson
Prof Scott Harrison
Dr Lauren Istvandity
Mr Graeme Jennings
Dr Steve Newcomb
Ms Karin Schaupp
Prof Don Stewart
Dr Meta Weiss
Dr Sarah Woodland

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
Dr Leah Coutts
Dr Gerardo Dirié
Mr Matt Hitchcock
Mr Trevor Jones
Ms Eve Newsome
A/Prof Margaret Schindler
Dr Diana Tolmie

ADJUNCT MEMBERS
Prof Dawn Bennett  
(Curtin University)
Prof Ruth Bridgstock  
(Griffith University)
Dr Erik Griswold
Prof Philip Hayward 
(Southern Cross University)

ACADEMIC PARTNERS 
Australian National Academy 
of Music (ANAM)
Association of European 
Conservatoires (AEC)
China Conservatory of 
Music, Beijing
Curtin University
Goldsmiths University, 
London
Guildhall School of Music and 
Drama, London
International Centre for 
Community Music, York St 
John University
International Music Council, 
UNESCO
International Society for 
Music Education (ISME)
Lifelong Learning Research 
Unit, Prince Claus 
Conservatoire, Hanze
Melbourne Conservatorium 
of Music, University of 
Melbourne
Monash University
New York University
Norwegian Academy of 
Music, Norway
Orpheus Research Centre in 
Music (ORCiM), Orpheus 
Institute, Ghent, Belgium
Royal Conservatoire, The 
Hague, The Netherlands
Schulich School of Music, 
McGill University, Montreal
Sibelius Academy, University 
of the Arts, Helsinki
Simon Fraser University, 
Canada
Southern Cross University
Sydney Conservatorium of 
Music, University of Sydney
School of Music, University 
of Queensland
University of South Australia
University of the Sunshine 
Coast 
Western Sydney University
Yong Siew Toh Conservatory 
of Music, Singapore

In 2018, the work of the 
Queensland Conservatorium 
Research Centre has been 
supported by the Queensland 
Conservatorium, Griffith 
University, Australia Research 
Council, Australia Council for 
the Arts, The Lowitja 
Institute, APRA/AMCOS, Arts 
Queensland, the Australian 
Broadcasting Corporation, 
The Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade and 
Queensland Health.

We acknowledge the 
Traditional Custodians of  
the lands on which QCRC 
works, and pay our respects 
to Elders, past, present  
and emerging.

PHOTOGRAPHY
Nick Morrissey Photography, 
Greg Harm – Tangible 
Media, Leah Barclay, John 
Ferguson, Catherine Grant, 
Sarah Woodland, Natalie 
Lewandowski.
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Prof Roy Howat  
(Royal College of Music)
Ms Gillian Howell
Dr Yoon Irons
Prof Don Lebler
Dr Natalie Lewandowski  
(The University of 
Queensland)
Dr Shari Lindblom
Prof Richard Moyle  
(Centre for Pacific Studies, 
University of Auckland)
A/Prof Sandy O’Sullivan 
(University of the Sunshine 
Coast)
Prof Peter Roennfeldt
Dr Vicki Saunders
Prof Huib Schippers 
(Smithsonian Folkways 
Records)
Dr Jocelyn Wolfe

UNIVERSITY MUSIC 
LIBRARIAN
Mr Ryan Weymouth

VISITING RESEARCH 
FELLOWS
Ms Nicole Carroll  
(Brown University)
Ms Tuula Jaaskelainen 
(University of the Arts 
Helsinki)

ADVISORY BOARD
Prof Dawn Bennett  
(Curtin University)
Mr Chris Bowen
Prof Jane Davidson 
(University of Melbourne)
Prof Peter Dejans  
(Orpheus Institute)
Prof Helena Gaunt (Guildhall 
School of Music & Drama)
Emeritus Prof Colin 
Mackerras  
(Griffith University)
Prof Mari Shiobara  
(Kunitachi College of Music)
Prof Rineke Smilde  
(Prince Claus Conservatoire 
& Hanze University of 
Applied Sciences)
Prof Ian Whalley  
(University of Waikato)

INDUSTRY PARTNERS
Acoustic Technologies
Amber Technology Limited
Australia Council for the Arts
Australian Art Orchestra
Australian Forum for Acoustic 
Ecology
Australian Music Centre 
(AMC)
Australian Network for Art 
and Technology (ANAT)
Australian Society for Music 
Education
Barkly Regional Arts
Behringer Australia
Brisbane Powerhouse
Creative Victoria
Department of Culture and 
the Arts, WA
EcoScience Precinct, 
Department of Science, 
Information Technology and 
Innovation
Feral Arts
Hook, Line and Sync Pty Ltd 
Judith Wright Centre of 
Contemporary Arts
Leweton Cultural Village, 
Espiritu Santo, Vanuatu
Music Australia
Music Trust
Musicians Without Borders
Musical Pty Ltd 
Queensland Music Festival 
(QMF)
Queensland Performing  
Arts Centre 
Queensland Symphony 
Orchestra 
Regional Development 
Australia, NT
Centre for Folklife and 
Cultural Heritage, 
Smithsonian Institute, USA
SONY Research Laboratories, 
Paris
State Library of Queensland 
(SLQ)
Tall Poppy Productions
Ultrafonic 
UNESCO Man and Biosphere 
Programme

Queensland Conservatorium  
Griffith University
140 Grey Street, South Bank
Brisbane, Qld, 4101 
Telephone: +61 7 3735 6335
Facsimile: +61 7 3735 6262
Email: qcrc@griffith.edu.au
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