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i much enjoyed meeting so 
many of our alumni last year as we 
celebrated the 40th anniversary  
of the passage of the Griffith 
University Act.

the 40th anniversary provided 
a great opportunity for reflection on the 
significant achievements of our alumni and 
staff. in a short period of time, Griffith has 
transformed itself from an inspirational concept 
into one of the world’s top 500 universities.

one of the special privileges of being 
Vice Chancellor is the pleasure of witnessing 
the extraordinary contributions of our staff, 
students and alumni to their local, national 
and international communities. A small 
selection of these achievements is reported 
in this magazine. they are what inspire me 
to continually share the Griffith story and to 
seek resources to support the University’s 
work in making a real difference in the world.

this year i am encouraging the Griffith 
community to build on the strengths that 
have made us such a unique and influential 
University, and to consider the next stage of 
our development as we plan for our 50th or 
semicentennial anniversary.

Vc

the paper used in 
Griffith Magazine is PEFC 
Certified. the magazine is 
printed by a company with 
iso 14001 Environmental 
Management system 
certification.

pRofessoR ian o’connoR
Griffith University  

Vice Chancellor and President

our cover: Megan 
Washington takes a 
break from mentoring 
team Keith on The 
Voice to visit her alma 
mater, the Queensland 
Conservatorium 
Griffith University.
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Griffith law school 
graduate, Lauren Dancer, 
is passionate about human 
rights, and her dedication 
has been rewarded with  
a prestigious Australia-At-

Large Rhodes Scholarship. Lauren is the first 
Griffith University student from Australia to 
receive this honour. 

Through her scholarship Lauren will study 
a Bachelor of Civil Law at the University of 
Oxford, with her focus firmly on international 
human rights. 

“I intend to explore how the rights of 
national, ethnic, linguistic and religious 
minorities and those of Indigenous peoples 
can be better protected and promoted through 
international human rights law,” Lauren says. 

A Bachelor of Civil Law is just the start. 
Lauren also hopes to complete a Master  
of Philosophy while at Oxford—a total of  
two one-year programs beginning in  
October 2012. 

Through her studies, Lauren will enhance 
her understanding of the role international 
law and human rights principles can play 
when it comes to resolving conflict and 
improving inter-cultural relations.

Lauren’s commitment to the support 
and inclusion of others stems from her own 
experience with disability. 

“I have vision and hearing impairments, 
and while growing up, I well understood the 
feeling of being ‘different’ and needing to 
overcome obstacles to succeed,” Lauren says. 

“While my impairments have at times 
made learning difficult, they have also taught 
me the value of determination and empathy.”

Though Lauren’s interest in the law began 
while she was still in high school, it was at 
Griffith Law School (GLS) that her interest 
became a true passion.  

 “My lecturers were committed to 
making my courses meaningful, relevant and 
engaging,” Lauren says. 

“Above all, they empowered me to ask the big 
questions: why is the law the way it is? Is it just?”

Each year, Rhodes Scholarships enable 
nine outstanding Australian students to 
study at Oxford. A scholarship is awarded  
in each of the states and a further three 
are offered for Australia-At-Large. After 
impressing the Queensland Rhodes 
Scholar Selection Committee, Lauren was 
recommended for one of the Australia-At-
Large Scholarships. 

Dean of Griffith Law School, Professor 
William MacNeil, says he is not surprised 
Lauren has been recognised in this way.

“Lauren is an outstanding student and 
winning one of three Australia-At-Large 
Rhodes Scholarships is an extraordinary 
achievement,” Professor MacNeil says.

“While Lauren is not the first GLS student 
to study at Oxford, she is certainly our first 
Rhodes Scholar for the Law School.” 

Lauren is looking forward to the 
opportunity to learn from some of the world’s 
leading legal minds while at Oxford, but says 
she will miss family and friends when she 
makes her move to the United Kingdom.

“I am excited, though, by the prospect 
of travelling around Europe and meeting 
people from all over the world,” Lauren says.

Fluent in German, Lauren already loves 
working with people from diverse cultures 
and backgrounds. 

“At university I worked as a language 
connections tutor with Student Services to 
assist students with low proficiency in English 
with their studies,” Lauren says. 

“I also worked as a tutor for Indigenous 
students with Griffith University’s Gumurrii 
Student Support Unit, which aims to increase 
the retention of Indigenous students at university.” 

Lauren certainly doesn’t intend it to be all 
work while she is at Oxford.

“I hope to continue being involved in pro 
bono work and debating,” Lauren says.

“But I’d also love to take up rowing!”  

lauren
dancer
off to Oxford
stoRY: helen wright

griffith uniVersity is making a bold 
promise to the best and brightest students 
leaving school—guaranteed entry into most 
of its university courses.

Vice Chancellor Professor ian o’Connor 
said the Griffith overall Positioning score 
(oP) 1–6 Guarantee would come into effect 
for semester 1 2013.

“it will mean students who achieve oP 
1-6 or Australian tertiary Admission Rank 
(AtAR) 90+ are guaranteed entry to most 
Griffith undergraduate programs, provided 
they meet the prerequisities,” Professor 
o’Connor said.

“the Griffith oP1–6 Guarantee delivers 
peace of mind to leading students by helping 
to secure their future. it builds on our 
commitment to supporting schools through 
our guaranteed early admissions scheme.

“students who qualify for the oP1–6 
Guarantee are only required to complete a 
tertiary Admissions Centre (tAC) application. 
We fast track them to offer, saving them 
time and avoiding unnecessary anxiety after 
their tough Year 12.

“the scheme will be extended to the full 
body of schools across Queensland and indeed 
Australia,” Professor o’Connor said.

there are some exceptions—music, 
medicine, dentistry and honours degrees or 
degrees with additional criteria that are not 
part of the new program.

As part of Griffith’s regional community 
outreach, a new bonus scheme rewarding 
people who study locally will be expanded 
for 2013 to include Nathan and Mt Gravatt 
campuses, building on successful schemes 
operating at Logan and the Gold Coast.  
Under the schemes, local applicants have 
their oP score increased by one point, or an 
equivalent tertiary rank goes up by two ranking 
points. Field placements remain the same. 
To find out more go to Griffith’s future 
students website: www130.griffith.edu.au/

op1–6 GuaRantee
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six years before the starter’s pistol 
will send an explosive burst of activity 
onto the first track event at the 2018 
Commonwealth Games, a whole raft of 
opportunities are being triggered at Griffith 
University Gold Coast.

And while the Games will spur unprecedented demand 
for a gamut of professional skills, there is another key 
driver unearthing prospects for students in the Sunshine 
State—the resources boom.

According to Pro Vice Chancellor International and 
director of Griffith University’s Commonwealth Games 
project, Chris Madden, there has never been a period in 
the university’s history that has offered so many options.

It’s a case of carpe diem and students are placed among 
the best to take advantage of these two key economic 
drivers on our doorstep.

students diGGinG  
the ResouRces boom
Madden challenges the term “global financial crisis”. Rather  
it’s an “advanced nations’ crisis” and now BRIC (Brazil, 
Russia, India, China) are fuelling demand for Queensland’s 
resource-rich reserves.  

“The world is being saved (economically) by developing 
nations, particularly China whose demand for our 
resources is huge. Australia is uniquely placed to provide 
needs geographically, logistically and technically and  

Game on  
Student opportunities on the back of 

Commonwealth Games and the mining boom
ThERE ARE TwO GAME ChAnGERS in ThE lOCAl ECOnOMy— 

ThE 2018 COMMOnwEAlTh GAMES AnD ThE RESOuRCES AnD MininG bOOM.  
GRiffiTh iS wORkinG ClOSEly wiTh buSinESS lEADERS AnD hEADS Of inDuSTRy, 

GOvERnMEnT AnD ThE COMMuniTy TO bEST PREPARE fOR AnD TO ADDRESS ThE SkillS 
ShORTAGE ExPECTED TO ARiSE AS A RESulT. SAvvy GRiffiTh STuDEnTS ARE GETTinG On  

ThE fROnT fOOT AnD ThE MESSAGE iS SiMPlE—DOn’T GET lEfT bEhinD.

stoRY: jason 
oxenbridge

all persuasions of government are willing to take advantage 
and utilise the boom,” he says.

Recently released data by the Australian Bureau of 
Statistics indicates that while total job positions have 
fallen by 181,000, demand for mining jobs is soaring. 

Meanwhile, the industry’s investment pipeline has 
projects worth around $900 billion, with economists 
expecting that to grow even further this year.

“When we have a resources boom and Aussies can’t cope 
with the demand on labour due to our ageing population, 
there will be a new supply of graduates positioned to take 
advantage,” Madden says.

Professor David Thiel is a director at the Centre for 
Wireless Monitoring and Applications in the School of 
Engineering. He says there’s a “flood of people” wanting 
to study engineering to take advantage of rapid growth in 
both the resources and infrastructure sectors.

Railways, transport, coal terminals, ports and tunnels 
are popping up like never before.

“Sub-disciplines such as geo-technical, mechanical 
and structural are in high demand from the mining and 
infrastructure industries,” he says.

“Students who come in for one-year masters programs 
are being picked up very quickly by companies servicing 
these industries. When you prove yourself to be valuable, 
you’re in.”

Thiel says Queensland is abundant with natural 
resources and the talent is coming on line to meet demand. 

Below: Chris Madden, 
Pro Vice Chancellor 
International and 
Griffith University 
Commonwealth 
Games project 
director.



Getting with the program
With courses tailored to perfectly match the prerequisites 
of employers, Griffith University is welcoming a new swell 
of mature age students eager to take advantage.

According to Griffith Business school’s Professor 
James skinner, many are changing direction in their 
careers or upskilling after a period out of the workplace.

“Mature age students and postgraduates bring fresh 
spark to the university environment. they add a different 
biography with their experiences which creates discussion 
and enhances the learning experience,” he says.

Professor skinner’s advice to those looking to 
accelerate their career prospects with further study is to 
thoroughly research the area of interest.

he recommends attending open days and getting in 
contact with program directors who have their fingers on 
the pulse and are ready to answer any questions.

Professor James Skinner.
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He says “enviro-literate” engineers, for example, are highly 
sought in the coal seam gas regions.

“While labourers can earn good money in the mines, 
if you have a degree, you really are the cream of the crop,” 
he says.

“I tell international people that our coal seam gas 
reserves are one metre deep, 400 kilometres wide and 
1000 kilometres long. That’s a heck of a lot of coal.”

shapinG up  
foR the Games 
While students are looking to upskill to take advantage 
in the mining industry, it’s game on just across the road 
from the Gold Coast campus, where the Commonwealth 
Games athletes village will be built.

Much has been reported about the economic impact the 
Games will have on the Gold Coast. There will be 15,000 
jobs created from an estimated investment of $2 billion.

Griffith University is no stranger to the Games.  
In 1982 the Nathan campus played a prominent role 
where the former Games Village was later utilised for 
student accommodation.

Madden says it’s the Gold Coast’s turn to benefit 
from the positives that abound and the Games’ legacy  
is sustainable.

“It gives Griffith the opportunity to be the number 
one sports university in the southern hemisphere.  
There are tremendous research projects in sports 
technology, engineering, urban planning and sports  
and sustainable tourism.”

Commonwealth Games chair, Mark Stockwell, says 
facilities planned in conjunction with the Gold Coast 
City Council will meet long-term community needs with 
no “white elephants”. Post event the Games Village will 
provide much needed student accommodation on the 
Coast too.

Head of department of Tourism, Leisure, Hotel and 
Sport Management at Griffith Business, Professor James 
Skinner, says graduates have a good understanding of 
sport development systems and will be highly sought after 
in 2018.

“There are a range of opportunities in areas across our 
courses,” he says.

“Griffith has also started to refine its courses to suit the 
needs of the Games. We will further engage with industry 
to ask about the type of graduates they will be looking for 
at what will be such a hallmark event.

“These jobs will be compatible and the more skills  
you have the better placed you will be. It’s a bit like  
the mining sector, there are jobs but everyone needs to 
get skilled.”

Professor of sports management, Kristine Toohey, says 
the field of play has been broadened and students should 
prepare to capitalise.

“Our strength is that our sport management program is 
recognised as one of the top university programs in the world 
for research and we are located near the Games,” she says.

“My advice for students is to study now and try and 
get a job early so that when opportunities are presented 
you will be well positioned to scale up the organisation.”

The link between Australia and other Commonwealth 
countries will provide a catalyst for student exchanges 
across all disciplines and will attract elite athletes, events 
management and coaching.

Madden cites a range of disciplines including  
sports science, medicine, health, management,  
coaching, psychology, event management, physiotherapy 
and nutrition.

He says the Games will also develop and showcase 
performing arts in the community, while the planned Gold 
Coast Centre for Health Futures will promote wellbeing 
in the community with a gym and a range of exercise 
disciplines including Pilates classes and rehabilitation.

“The entire community benefits and Griffith is poised 
to play a major role,” he says.  



stoRY: jason oxenbridge
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W
hen dentistry 
graduate David 
houston departed Griffith 
University in 2010, he left 
behind “the best five years 
of his life”.

the connection, however, remains strong 
and it all started with an old rowboat from 
the 1970s.

in 2005, houston floated the idea of 
a Griffith rowing regatta similar to the 
traditional oxford and Cambridge race. the 
opponent was UQ, but one major obstacle 
had to be overcome before the men’s eight 
could hit the water—they needed a boat.

“We had zero funding but Griffith really 
got behind the club and donated an old  
boat made of wood from the 1970s,”  
houston recalls.

something to row about
The Gold Coast Paradise Regatta attracts more than 
300 competitors during the first week of October.

The fun-filled water sports event starts off with a 
rowing competition as participants row across the 
Nerang River. Similar t o the Henley Boat Race, it 
attracts both experienced and novice competitors.

Today, the Regatta is one of the Gold Coast’s premier 
social events. Apart from the racing itself, spectators 
enjoy entertainment including jazz, while savouring 
culinary delights.

sports department paid off the debt. At the 
2007 University Games, the team ran fifth. 

“We were desperate for funding and we 
wanted to raise the profile of what would 
become the Griffith University surfers 
Paradise Rowing Club,” houston says.

“We have competed in the regatta every 
year since and it has turned into a really good 
annual tradition. We changed the format 
from long distance (four kilometres) to more 
henley-style with a range of races over a one 
kilometre distance. it’s more of a spectacle.”

houston remains president of the Griffith 
University surfers Paradise Rowing Club 
while Gordon Cameron was appointed 
full-time coach to allow its founder time to 
concentrate on his dental career. setting up 
the club and managing crews and volunteers 
primed houston for a leadership role at 
his Brisbane dental practice (John street 
Dental), where he now employs 10 staff.

one of Griffith’s foundation dentistry 
students, the 27-year-old also volunteers 
his time to mentor first year students via the 
alumni group he launched last year—the health 
Alumni senate, consisting of 10 representatives 
across the various health disciplines.

“Being in that foundation class was 
amazing. the five years i spent at Griffith 
were the best of my life so far,” he says.

“Griffith gave me the opportunity to 
study dentistry and it changed my life, so 
it’s good to give back when i can. Given 
there are no graduates above us to create an 
alumni organisation, i decided to do it.

“Due to the experience i got setting up 
the rowing club, i created the health Alumni 
senate. Griffith has now hired incredibly 
capable and enthusiastic staff to oversee  
it. We have refined our calendar of events 
and each of the senators comes and speaks 
to students.”

houston says at one point he felt like 
“Peter Pan in Neverland”, not wanting to 
leave university or the rowing club, but is 
proud that his two legacies—the rowing club 
and the alumni group—will be enjoyed by a 
new generation.

“they will always be there to benefit 
others and that’s the opportunity that 
Griffith offers; you can help to create part 
of its history and you don’t get to do that 
everywhere,” he says.  

Dentist all smiles with 
‘oarsome’ legacy

in their first year with limited training,  
the Griffith University men’s eight came  
a respectable seventh at the 2005 
University Games. 

the result buoyed the team’s confidence 
and instilled a passion in houston to further 
develop the club.

“that result was a bit of a surprise and 
over the next few years we got some 
experience with surf boat rowing and in 
2007 attempted to create a still water 
rowing club,” houston says.

Modern equipment was needed and 
houston approached the university’s  
external relations department and pitched 
his idea. the result was a new $30,000 boat 
and the men’s eight were in business.

to pay for the boat, Griffith became 
an annual sponsor until such time that the 

your 
griffith
alumni 
profile
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washington jazz
age

in the

i was the kid who never turned up 
to piano lessons,” Megan Washington 
says, eyes twinkling. 

“I would go and hang out on the 
oval instead but I always managed to 
blag my way through the assessment.’’

She’s sitting at a West End cafe, sipping on 
a green tea and taking a well-earned break in 
her home city of Brisbane after two years in 
which she has barely had time to pause for 
breath. In that time she went from being a 
talented young graduate from the Queensland 
Conservatorium Griffith University to 
one of the brightest new stars in Australian 
contemporary music, not to mention pipping 
Kylie Minogue as best female artist at the 
ARIA Awards in 2010. 

That was after winning the $50,000 artist 
development prize in the inaugural Vanda 
and Young songwriting competition in 2009 
and the commercial breakthrough of her self-
penned debut album, I Believe You Liar.

Washington always knew she was destined 
to follow a creative path—skipped high 
school piano lessons notwithstanding—but it 
was the focus provided by her years studying 
at the Queensland Conservatorium which 
prepared the way for her success.

“When I finished high school I either 
wanted to study acting or dance. I didn’t 
actually think I was good enough to get into 
the Con,” Washington says.

 Through the encouragement of her 
piano teacher Steve Newcomb, then teaching  
at the Conservatorium and now based in 
New York, Washington took up study at  
the Con, majoring in jazz voice with a minor 
in composition.

“I loved my time there. This is not 
something that’s unique to me, but the first 
two years of my degree I had that monkish, 
very scholarly dedication. I just got so into it, 
going out every night to gigs, listening to Art 
Blakey and Thelonius Monk all the time.

“I feel like people start off in their lives 
like this big torch, which you shine on a lot 
of different things and as you get older you 
become more like a laser beam, you become 
more specific and eliminate a lot of the 
variables. And I got more and more into the 
idea of being a songwriter.’’

 Washington’s laser beam became intensely 
focused indeed. Firstly this came through 
her collaboration with another of the 
Conservatorium’s graduate stars, pianist Sean 
Foran from the jazz trio Misinterprotato, and 
a collaboration CD called Nightlight, released 
while Washington was still studying.

“I was really proud of that record but when 
I got it back in my hands I realised I wanted 
to go further,” Washington says. 

“Around that time I was discovering 
rock’n’roll for the first time. I didn’t know 
anything about the Rolling Stones, not much 
about The Beatles, much less about The Clash 
or punk.’’

She realised that the way she could most 
eloquently express herself was through writing 
music herself.

“The problem I found with jazz was, if you 
are a singer you want to tell stories,” she told 
me in a 2009 interview. 

“But there were no stories in the standards 
repertoire that felt socially or emotionally 

relevant to me. So I thought, I’ll write my 
own songs.’’

The musicality and versatility she honed at 
the Con helped her make her mark when she 
moved to Melbourne in 2007.

“I was working full time in hospitality, 
selling bagels, and throwing myself into 
whatever I could, taking any opportunity to 
be around music or musicians. That’s how I 
met (jazz composer) Paul Grabowsky and 
started a band with him. But it came to a 
point where every time I had done something, 
the record with Sean or the band with Paul,  
it was always me plus someone else. I thought 
I can do this by myself, so I started writing 
and recording.”

She made a huge impression in the 
“Substitute” segment on TV music quiz show 
Spicks and Specks, replacing the words of songs 
such as Creep by Radiohead and God Bless the 
Child by Billie Holiday with lines from a self-
help book. And her special subject on Rockwiz 
was MGM movie musicals.

“One of the huge breakthroughs for me 
was when I realised I’m not a pop artist. But 
I’m certainly not a jazz artist, so what am I? 
I’m some weird other thing. But my time at 
the Conservatorium, studying so intensely 
and really identifying with that, it’s still in 
me. You can never unlearn something you’ve 
learned.’’

And all of it played a part in the formation 
of the restless, vibrant musical spirit that 
makes Megan Washington such a fascinating 
artist today.  
Noel Mengel is chief music writer at  
the Courier-Mail. His first novel, RPM, is 
published by University of Queensland Press.

stoRY: noel mengel

“

OuR STAR GRADuATE MEGAn 
wAShinGTOn RECEnTly 
MEnTORED MEMbERS Of kEiTh 
uRbAn’S TEAM On ThE hiT 
TElEviSiOn PROGRAM ThE 
vOiCE AnD AlSO APPEARED in 
ThE nEw TElEviSiOn ShOw 
PiCTuRES Of yOu.

your 
griffith
alumni 
profile



international business and 
Law graduate Jodie Fox is changing 
the way we shop—once again.

the telstra Business Women’s 
Award winner is bridging the gap 
between online shopping and the 

conventional retail experience.
“We’re capturing some of the fun aspects 

of going out shopping with friends and 
family and incorporating them into our online 
business,” Jodie says.

twenty-nine-year-old Jodie is co-owner 
and developer of Shoes of Prey, a website 
which gives women the opportunity to 
become their own shoe designer. online 
shoppers can choose from a range of style 
components, colours and materials and the 

stoRY: helen wright

label called Sneaking Duck. shoppers  
choose frames and dispatch their order, 
along with a lens prescription, and the 
glasses are then delivered.

Jodie is making that experience more 
interactive too.

 “We are trialling a system whereby five 
pairs of frames are delivered to you, for five 
days, so you can try them out at home,” 
Jodie says.

“that way you can get the opinions of 
your family and friends before you decide,” 
she says.

“After five days, a cycle courier will come 
and pick them up again.”

 For the time being the trial is operating 
within the sydney CBD only, but Jodie is 
planning to expand the service nationally. 

it’s all part of what Jodie calls multi-
channel retailing, and she says it doesn’t 
necessarily pose a greater threat to 
traditional shop owners.

“in some ways, we are making online 
shopping more like the bricks and mortar 
experience,” Jodie says.

“But it’s not a one-way street, in that 
shop retailers also have the capacity to 
incorporate into their business some of  
the opportunities online shopping offers.” 

Jodie says her Business and Law degrees 
from Griffith University have equipped her 
with the negotiation skills and understanding 
of the business environment necessary to 
help drive the company’s strategic direction. 
she also plays a leading role in product 
design and development, as well as human 
resources and marketing. 

Jodie says her online businesses have 
changed the way women think about fashion.

“it has empowered women by giving them 
the confidence to express their own sense of 
style,” Jodie says.

And this awarded business woman is 
getting noticed by more than just her ever 
expanding list of customers. 

Jodie has been invited to Federal 
Parliament to advise political leaders  
on how best to foster innovation among 
Australia’s small and medium businesses.  
she was also recently asked to be on the 
judging panel for the NsW Woman of the 
Year Award.

“i was pretty excited about that,”  
Jodie says.

“i feel women don’t celebrate their 
achievements enough,” she says.

“Awards such as these are a great 
opportunity to shine a light on some of the 
great things women are doing.”

As for the great things Jodie is doing, 
there’s no sign she is planning to slow down. 

“our businesses have grown much 
faster than we expected, but we still have 
enormous plans for the next three to five 
years,” Jodie says.  

business 
innoVation
on the
front 
foot

personalised footwear is then shipped in four 
to six weeks. 

During the past year, women from all over 
the world have created tens of thousands of 
pairs of shoes, spending a total of 20 million 
minutes on the website.

on top of phenomenal growth, Jodie’s 
business is stepping out in other ways. 

 “We’ve introduced new technology to 
Shoes of Prey,” Jodie says.

“there is now a link so your friends can 
watch you, in real time, as you design your 
shoes,” she says.

“it’s like having your best friend come 
shopping with you, because they can have 
their input and share the experience.”

Jodie also has an online optical fashion 
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Ika chance meeting in 
2006 with the owner of a 
trucking company proved 
to be a lucky one for 
Wesley Acworth. It was the 
day that Brisbane-based 

company Temando was born—a company 
which in February this year was boosted by 
a $5 million investment from James Packer’s 
investment fund Ellerston Capital.

An eCommerce freight quoting and 
booking system, Temando aims to overcome 
the everyday hassle of sending something 
from A to B in eCommerce environments  
and allows people to book and track 
shipments online.

 “I was chatting with this guy in a coffee 
shop and he told me he desperately needed 
a basic email-based freight inquiry website,” 
says Acworth, who graduated from Griffith 
with a first class honours Bachelor of 
Engineering (Software Engineering) degree at 
the end of 2000. 

“I devised a few initial designs on paper 
which became part of the initial business plan. It 
was just a case of building a freight-based website 
where small players in the market would have 
equal access to the consumer market when 
compared to the transport giants.”

Temando (the name translates to “I send 
to you” in Spanish) fared well in the online 
eCommerce space, signing up a range of large 
Australian-based companies when in 2011 
Acworth and his three co-founders caught the 
eye of gaming billionaire James Packer.

“We had been seeking venture capital 
but when James Packer came along, the 
co-founders didn’t waste any time,” he laughs.

By 2008 Acworth, a firm believer in 
risk diversification, had left the company in 
pursuit of new challenges, but today he retains 
approximately 10 per cent shareholdings.

“It’s an exciting road ahead for Temando, 
with a significant opportunity which will help 
it to expand into the next level with overseas 
operations,” he says. 

“I’m so proud to be a part of it.”
In the meantime, alongside finding time 

to study for a PhD in Software Engineering at 

stoRY: louise durack

Griffith, Acworth is keen to tell me about his 
latest IT venture in Kazakhstan. 

Now almost a home away from home 
for Acworth, he says that although it is still 
largely a developing country, the former 
Soviet republic is abundant with opportunity. 
“If only you tread gently and learn how to 
work with the system—it’s not all like it’s 
portrayed in Borat!”

His journey to Kazakhstan started in 
early 2010 when a member of the country’s 
Ministry of Communication invited him to 
chair the annual meeting for the eGovernment 
Enterprise Architecture Expert Council.

By this stage, Acworth had established 
Softoolabs, a successful IT security,  software 
engineering and enterprise architecture 
consultancy which works with organisations 
such as the Queensland Government to 
support their technology requirements.

“I’m not entirely sure how the Ministry 
of Communication got hold of my email 
address but they seemed impressed with what 
I had achieved with Softoolabs in Australia 
and were keen to use my knowledge of local 
government and council IT infrastructure.”

Acworth was soon flown to the capital 
Astana, in the central-north of the country, 
where he provided his in-depth experience of 
enterprise architecture with a characteristic 
Aussie flavour.

“Kazakhstan is a great country with  
the internet services having progressed 
massively over the last six years, with ever 
increasing competition. But look beyond the 
surface and there are still massive inefficiencies 
and corruption.”

Now having opened a Softoolabs office 
in Almaty, the largest city in Kazakhstan, 
with the support of Kazakh-educated lawyers 
and IT personnel, Acworth is pleased with 
the inroads his company has made into 
Kazakhstan’s technology infrastructure.

“Last year I gave advice to the government 
to implement an online services system to 
the major cities and communities, as part 
of their eGovernment project. It was a good 
outcome, not least because I am also in an 
excellent position to take some good Griffith 
IT graduates over when the need arises.”

Throughout much of the past decade, 
the self-confessed technology-a-holic 
also managed to find time to lecture to  
Software Engineering students at Griffith’s 
Nathan campus.

“I am a geek and I love motivating IT 
students. Plus the big bonus for me is that I get 
to recruit the best students, which are usually 
the students with the most business awareness. 
In this game, yes the technology is important, 
but knowing how to communicate it in basic 
terms to those who do not understand its 
intricacies is just as crucial.”  

FromKazakhstan
with love
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1

1. Development Manager Regina Tucker with 
Peter hobart, Jock Mcllwain, Gillian french and 
Jennifer hobart at the back to the Gold Coast 
Campus Event.

2. Chancellor leneen forde and vice Chancellor 
ian O’Connor with students at the 2011 hong 
kong Graduation Ceremony.

3. Deputy vice Chancellor Professor Marilyn 
McMeniman with guests at the back to nathan 
Campus Event as part of Griffith university’s 
40th Celebrations.

4. Phillip Di bella (2011 GbS Outstanding 
Alumnus of the year), fabienne wintle (2011 
young Outstanding Alumnus of the year) 
and John O’Sullivan (keynote speaker) at the 
2011 Griffith business School Alumni network 
Outstanding Alumnus Awards.

5. Chancellor leneen forde with students from 
the Toronto Graduation Ceremony 2011.

6. Descendants of Sir Samuel Griffith,  
(l to R) Julia bigge, Reverend Deborah hay, 
Sam brown, Margaret brown, John bigge and 
Reverend Robert hay attend the back to nathan 
Campus Event.

7. l-R: Professor Greg leigh with Griffith 
university lecturer and AEl young Alumnus 
of the year, kathryn van Doore and Pro vice 
Chancellor, Arts Education law (AEl), Professor 
Paul Mazerolle  at the 2011 AEl Alumni Awards.

8. Simon wright, Director of Griffith Artworks, 
with his parents David wright  and noreen wright  
(who made the bust of Sir Samuel Griffith) all 
attending the back to Queensland College of Art 
and the Griffith film School Event.

2

3
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A partnership
 for life

we recognise the strong bonds that 
are forged with our students and graduates 
through many years of working together—
creating a partnership that continues for life.  

Griffith Alumni makes it possible for 
graduates to stay in contact with the 
University and colleagues.  By staying 
connected, alumni can take advantage of 
professional development and networking 
activities, employment opportunities, 

mentoring programs, exclusive benefits and 
discounts, and engage in the many social 
events that are held across the world.

to stay in touch with our worldwide 
Griffith community, simply visit griffith.edu.
au/alumni and update your contact details. 
You can also connect with Griffith Alumni  
via LinkedIn, Facebook and Twitter,  
email alumni@griffith.edu.au  
or telephone +61 7 5552 7218.

Stay 
connected 
and 
benefit 
�� Join a global 

network of 
professionals  
�� Attend social 

events
�� tap into the 

alumni career 
network 
�� Find a mentor 

to help you achieve 
your goals 
�� have your say
�� take advantage 

of exclusive 
discounts 
�� Be recognised 

through our Alumni 
Awards 
�� stay in touch with 

the latest news 
�� Be inspired

alumni woRld facebook.com/griffithuniversity

linkedin.com/groups?home=&gid=89563&trk=anet_ug_hm.

twitter.com/#!/griffith_uni

mailto:alumni@griffith.edu.au
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?home=&gid=89563&trk=anet_ug_hm.
http://www.twitter.com/#!/griffith_uni
http://www.facebook.com/griffithuniversity
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inspiRing alumni

eva milic  
channel nine queensland 
nine news reporter
MASTER Of 
JOuRnAliSM AnD 
MASS COMMuniCATiOn
“my uniVersity degree was the first 
step on an exciting and fulfilling career. 
Griffith prepared me for the workplace  
by providing job placements and 
networking opportunities. i now enjoy 
giving back by speaking at and attending 
Griffith alumni events.”

joshua cReameR  
barrister-at-law
bAChElOR Of lAwS / 
bAChElOR Of ARTS
“my journey perfectly illustrates the 
difference a good tertiary education can 
make and the power it has to transform 
lives. i now seek to set an example for 
other indigenous people, to inspire them 
to live their dream.”

phillip di bella  
founder & director, 
di bella coffee
bAChElOR Of 
COMMERCE
“di bella coffee and Griffith 
have the same synergy and are 
parallel in many ways—we are 
both striving to be the best in our 
industry.” 



World spotlight on 
Griffith Nature Bank

at the southern end of the Great 
Barrier Reef, on an island that is usually 
home to a couple of hundred well-
heeled tourists, a handful of researchers, 
and octopus bushes, sacred kingfishers, 
and loggerhead turtles, Merrick Ekins 

sits at breakfast with some colleagues. He recalls the 
location of a marine sponge he saw the previous day. 

“It was at about 11 metres deep and sitting under an 
overhang,” says Dr Ekins, a collection manager for the 
Queensland Museum and a collaborator with Griffith 
University’s Nature Bank, which has 45,000 samples of 
marine invertebrates and tropical plants.

Dr Ekins plans to don his scuba-diving gear again and 
go back out in a research boat with a collecting permit 
to search underneath coral ledges for the sponge, which 
some researchers have requested for their work on African 
sleeping sickness, an ultimately fatal parasitic infection of 
the human nervous system.

Divers such as Dr Ekins are an important part of an 
informal, global network based in Australia and focusing 
on infectious diseases that don’t always get the research 
resources many public-health officials believe they deserve. 

The network, and similar ones, collect samples of plants, 
microbes, and marine organisms that researchers can  
sift through and analyse for chemicals that might have 
value as drugs.

Professor Ron Quinn directs the Eskitis Institute at 
Griffith University, in Australia, which houses samples 
from 45,000 marine invertebrates and tropical plants  
in a Nature Bank, and searches in the samples for new 
ideas for drugs.

Australia is a particularly important biomedical 
hunting ground because, from its world-famous coral reefs 
to its tropical forests, it has a dense diversity of species,  
and scientists believe about 80 per cent of them do not 
exist elsewhere.

While plenty of diseases need better treatments, 
biomedical researchers are particularly frustrated that they 
can’t make greater progress against globally important 
infectious diseases. On top of what are arguably the world’s 
leading infectious diseases—malaria, tuberculosis and 
AIDS—the World Health Organization lists 17 neglected 
diseases, like leprosy, rabies, and African sleeping sickness, 
that plague one billion of the world’s poorest people, 
causing widespread disability and death.

stoRY: daVid l.wheeler
Photo: ian banks

DAviD whEElER, EDiTOR AT lARGE, GlObAl fOR ThE ChROniClE Of hiGhER EDuCATiOn, 
OnE Of ThE wORlD’S lEADinG hiGhER EDuCATiOn nEwSPAPERS, viSiTED GRiffiTh 
univERSiTy lAST yEAR AnD SPOkE wiTh STAff fROM OuR ESkiTiS inSTiTuTE. ThiS STORy 
APPEARED in ThE ChROniClE Of hiGhER EDuCATiOn OCTObER 9, 2011.
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billion of support for global health since 1994, and 
President Obama’s Global Health Initiative, announced in 
2009, includes an emphasis on neglected tropical diseases.

“I’ve seen a sea change,” says Wesley C. Van Voorhis, 
a professor of medicine at the University of Washington, 
who has studied parasitic diseases for 20 years. He has 
set up a website, TDR Targets, with collaborators from 
Argentina, Australia, Britain and Pennsylvania, to share 
leads on parasite-related drug targets—biological features 
of an organism considered likely places where a drug could 
kill it or render it harmless. “It used to be very difficult to 
get people interested in working in this area,” he says.

synthetic and natuRal dRuGs
To get more potential drugs into the pharmaceutical 
pipeline, scientists are broadening their research approaches 
and renewing the search for drugs from natural products.

Nature has yielded many famous drugs. The poppy 
plant produced morphine, and penicillin was first 
found in mould. But natural products fell out of favour. 
Scientists and drug companies focused on synthesising 
new chemicals and many scientists came to regard natural 
products as an unreliable basis for drugs. Finding the 
active ingredient in the complex set of compounds from 
a plant seemed harder than building a molecule from 
scratch. While the chemical-synthesis method is still going 
strong, evolution is increasingly thought to be a valuable 
guide to the small molecules that are needed if a drug is to 
be taken orally instead of being injected.

“The number of different small molecules that are 
potentially able to exist is unbelievably large,” says Ken 
Stuart, president of the Seattle Biomedical Research 
Institute, a non-profit organisation dedicated to fighting 
global infectious disease, and a professor of global health 
at the University of Washington. “There are more possible 
small molecules than electrons in the universe.”

But, he says: “Evolution has winnowed down the 
vast diversity of molecules into a much more useful set 
of molecules.” Those molecules that have already been 
created are generally stable and have biological functions, 
good traits for drugs, and ones that laboratory-generated 
molecules may not always have.

Strong objections to the usefulness of the natural-
product approach persist. Finding the active ingredients in 
a natural substance with drug-like properties can still be a 
complex, time-consuming process. Sponges, for instance, 
are hosts to many microbes; a drug that turns up in an 
analysis of a harvested sponge may actually come from 
a microbe instead of from the sponge itself. Moreover, 
scientists can’t really set up a sponge farm, so once an 
active ingredient has been isolated, they may then have 
to synthesise it.

Advocates of natural products as sources of new 
drugs counter that the technology for finding drug-like 
molecules in complex natural extracts has improved greatly 
in the past two decades. Scientists at the Eskitis Institute 
and other laboratories use robots that spin efficiently 
through a large number of analytical steps to rapidly check 
samples of natural products for activity against potential 
drug targets. The institute’s 200,000 compounds that have 
been partially purified from samples of tropical species can 
be checked for promising drug-like activity in a few days, 
although researchers are more apt to start with a subset of 
those samples.

Take tuberculosis, for example. While many people 
in developed countries get vaccinated and never again 
have to worry about the disease, researchers estimate 
that 9.8 million people will contract the disease this year. 
“Tuberculosis is more prevalent in the world today than at 
any other time in human history,” researchers wrote this 
year in a review article in Nature.

Yet no new drugs to fight tuberculosis have been 
created in nearly 50 years. “The effort is quite meagre 
compared to the seriousness of the disease,” says Takushi 
Kaneko, a project leader at the TB Alliance, a non-profit 
organisation seeking to more quickly develop affordable 
drugs for tuberculosis. The TB Alliance collaborates with 
Griffith’s Eskitis Institute, which houses the Nature Bank 
and analyses potential drugs.

Over the past decade or so, a web of essentially virtual 
organisations has sprung up to help connect researchers 
with the right skills, materials, and ideas and with sources 
of financial support. The organisations include the Drugs 
for Neglected Diseases Initiative, based in Geneva; 
Medicines for Malaria Venture, another Switzerland-based 
foundation; and the TB Alliance. The Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation has chipped in with more than $14.7 

Merrick Ekins, a 
collections manager for 

Australia’s Queensland 
Museum, dives for 

sponges that might 
contain substances 

useful in treating 
infectious diseases.

Microbes harvested 
from collected 
sponges may contain 
natural drug-like 
properties.  

continued on page 14
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Scientists say that when they screen compounds 
against parasites in racks of glass wells, they find out not 
only whether the compounds can kill the parasites but also 
where such activity may occur. By learning the details of 
how a drug kills a parasite, they can also determine how 
quickly an organism might develop resistance.

dRuG-like and not dRuG-like
The Eskitis Institute works with its collaborators in a 
variety of ways. Sometimes it lends molecular fragments 
purified from its library of natural products to scientists 
at the University of Washington, the Seattle Biomedical 
Research Institute and other research institutions. 
Sometimes it borrows compounds that are the focus 
of drug-discovery activity and tests them in its own 
laboratories to look for substances from natural products 
that may help fight infectious diseases.

“The group there is really state-of-the-art in terms of 
expertise and equipment,” says Jean-Robert Ioset, discovery 
manager for the Drugs for Neglected Diseases Initiative.

“We have a process for keeping what is drug-like and 
getting rid of what is not drug-like,” says Stuart Newman, 
the business development manager at Eskitis. Proteins 
and larger molecules are stripped out of the samples that 

Eskitis collects and small molecules are then screened 
for the properties required for their effectiveness as good 
drugs. Ron Quinn, the institute’s director, says it has an 
advantage in sorting out early on which molecules are 
most promising as drugs. That saves money and time, 
since researchers are spared from having to investigate 
dead ends.

By the time scientists have a prototype drug they want 
to use in clinical trials, what is used is not a plant extract. 
The molecular design is tweaked to lessen potential toxicity 
and increase potency. “What you find in the plant usually 
doesn’t wind up in the pill,” says Dr Newman.

In the end, the scientists are looking for a very special 
molecule: one that can be obtained or manufactured 
cheaply, is not toxic to biological systems other than the 
one it is intended to attack, can be taken by mouth and 
won’t need refrigeration. “It is a really challenging task to 
put all of the desired properties into one molecule,” said 
Dr Kaneko, who joined the TB Alliance after 30 years with 
drug companies, in an interview done for the alliance. 
“That is my humble realisation after so many years.”

Dr Kaneko and others at the TB Alliance advise 
Eskitis on what biological features of the tuberculosis 
bacterium should be the focus of drug-discovery efforts, 
then a Texas A&M University researcher provides proteins 
isolated from the bacterium. If Eskitis finds a promising 
compound, it is sent out for testing in special laboratories 
in China, South Korea and the United States with safety 
levels high enough to house the live TB bacteria.

Eskitis started out collaborating almost entirely with 
pharmaceutical companies, chiefly AstraZeneca, a London-
based multinational corporation, but has shifted more in 
the past five years to focusing on discoveries that might 
more broadly improve global health, including drugs that 
may never make a profit. The shift was intended to give 
the institute a broader base of support, and the search for 
drugs for neglected diseases does yield the milestones that 
keep the wheels of academe turning: published papers and 
research funds.

“We have to recognise that if we just keep waiting for 
royalties to roll in, it’s a fool’s errand,” says Dr Newman. 
The Gates Foundation just awarded the institute a second 
round of support, $1 million, to explore compounds 
that have shown promise in killing the malaria parasite 
at a critical stage of its development, when it is usually 
transmitted by mosquitoes.

Another of Eskitis’s strengths is its marine collection. 
While early species collectors on many continents scooped 
up samples of plants and soil, they didn’t always look in the 
ocean. Now that is changing and scientists are optimistic 
about finding new leads for drug discovery in marine 
environments. Sponges, for instance, as animals stuck in 
one place, probably need chemical defences to survive.

“The molecules that are the most promising seem 
to come from sponges,” says Dr Stuart, of the Seattle 
Biomedical Research Institute.

In the Queensland Museum’s collection of about 4000 
species of sponges, which is shared with the Nature Bank, 
only about 1500 have names, with the others awaiting the 
work needed to determine their place on the biological 
family tree.

When Dr Ekins searches for sponges, he dives in a 
variety of locations and goes as deep as he is allowed to by 
museum safety rules. “No matter where you go, you find 
something new,” he says.

After his breakfast on Heron Island, he heads back out 
to the reefs. Peering under coral ledges with an underwater 
flashlight, he finds the species of sponge he was looking 
for. As it turns out, the species he picks off the reef was 
sought by researchers seeking a way to defeat African 
sleeping sickness, a parasitic disease spread by the tsetse fly 
in 36 sub-Saharan countries. Sleeping sickness, over the 
course of the disease, causes a great deal of suffering, from 
swollen lymph nodes on the back of the neck to coma 
and death. Dr Ekins’s sponge sample could pass through 
a global chain of researchers’ hands and lead to a new idea 
for easing that misery.  

“no matter where you go, you 
find something new.”DR MERRiCK EKiNs

Professor Ron 
Quinn, School of 
Biomolecular and 
Physical Sciences 
in the Queensland 
Compound Library 
at Eskitis, Nathan 
Campus. 

continued from page 13
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krystal lockwood’s 
aim to help reduce the 
overrepresentation of 
Aboriginal people in  
prisons is one step closer 
with the criminology 

graduate this year winning a coveted  
Charlie Perkins trust scholarship.

the unassuming Griffith University 
honours graduate was awarded the 
scholarship which enables outstanding 
Aboriginal or torres strait islander graduates 
to study at either oxford or Cambridge for 
three years. 

Krystal said she wanted to contribute to 
finding social justice for her people.

“the Charlie Perkins scholarship is a 
privilege and hopefully will help me to 
achieve my goal to reduce indigenous 
overrepresentation in the criminal justice 
system,’’ she says.

“indigenous people’s involvement 
reverberates throughout the whole 
system, from disproportionate amounts of 
victimisation rates through to unacceptably 
high rates of imprisonment. 

“My aim is to develop the skills necessary 
to contribute to evidence-based policy 
development while studying in the UK.”

A descendant of the Gumbangerri and 
Dhungetti people, Krystal grew up in the 
rural town of Armidale, NsW. 

When she completed high school she 

charlie perkins 
scholar 
aims 
high

wasn’t sure what career she wanted to 
pursue so took a year’s break. 

then, emboldened by encouragement 
from her family, she applied to Griffith 
University via the GUMURRii indigenous 
student support Unit’s direct entry scheme.

With a keen interest in social justice 
issues, the National indigenous Cadetship 
Program recipient first studied law but soon 
realised her passion lay in criminology.

“i am drawn to criminology for a number 
of reasons,’’ Krystal says.

“i am intrigued by the multi-faceted 
approach to addressing deviant behaviour. 

“throughout my studies, i have come 
to appreciate the need for evidence-based 
research in the implementation of criminal 
justice programs that address indigenous 
involvement in the system.

As part of her cadetship, Krystal studied 
full-time, while working part-time at the 
school of Criminology and Criminal Justice.

“the GUMURRii Centre, of course, played 
a key role in my applying for the degree and 
helping me with my studies.”

through the Charlie Perkins trust 
scholarship, Krystal will first study a Master 
of Philosophy at either oxford or Cambridge  
University and then continue on to a doctorate. 

 “the experience of studying at one of the 
most prestigious universities in the world with a 
reputation for assisting students to reach their 
full potential is an incredible opportunity.”  

GUMURRII  
here to help
Griffith is ranked in the top 
three universities in Australia 
for access, participation and 
success rates for Aboriginal and 
torres strait islander students.  
For the past three years, Griffith 
has received more than 40 per 
cent of first preferences through 
QtAC and continues to dominate 
the market as the preferred 
university for indigenous 
applicants.

the GUMURRii (Griffith 
University Murri and torres strait 
islanders) student support Unit 
celebrated its 25th anniversary 
last year and currently supports 
more than 500 enrolled 
indigenous students.

GUMURRi provides a range 
of services to prospective and 
current students as well as 
graduates, including the new 
hands Up! tertiary Preparation 
program.  Designed to assist 
commencing Aboriginal and 
torres strait islander students 
to adapt to university life, 
the program aims to improve 
students’ academic skills in a 
relaxed, supportive and culturally 
appropriate environment.

find out more griffith.edu.au/
gumurrii-student-support-unit

stoRY: deborah marshall
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the work of Professor O’Faircheallaigh, 
Professor of Politics and Public Policy, 
school of Government and International 
Relations, Griffith University, proves that 
theory, put into practice, can make the 
world a better place. It’s an example that 

inspires students such as Kerry Mudge. (See sidebar)
“We have a long tradition at the school of being involved 

in the real world of international relations, politics and 
public administration,” Professor O’Faircheallaigh says. 

“Students appreciate that. They may come here with 
the expectation that we will enhance their theoretical 
knowledge but that we will not know a lot about being 
involved in the real world.”

But that couldn’t be further from the truth. Professor 
O’Faircheallaigh has decades of experience working 
closely with Indigenous organisations in Australia and 
Canada on social impact assessments and negotiations  
of agreements with resource development companies.  
He has acted as an adviser or negotiator for many of 
Australia’s leading Aboriginal organisations, including the 
Cape York, Northern, Central, Yamatji and Kimberley 
Land Councils.

He has written widely on the field including his 
influential 2002 book, A New Approach to Policy Evaluation: 
Mining and Indigenous People, and has developed web-
based material to guide Indigenous communities in their 
dealings with mining companies.

Some of his most challenging work in recent years, 
however, has been in Bougainville, scene of one of the 
most serious conflicts in the South Pacific region since 

World War II. The island of Bougainville, part of Papua 
New Guinea (PNG), was the site of a profitable Rio Tinto 
copper mine, which was closed down after an armed 
rebellion by the Bougainville Revolutionary Army in 
1989. Efforts by the PNG army to suppress the rebellion 
led to escalating conflict and a protracted civil war that 
killed thousands and permanently closed the mine. A 
peace agreement was signed in 2001 and the Autonomous 
Bougainville Government (ABG) was established in 2005 
but the island’s economy was, and still is, depressed after 
the years of war. Helping to re-establish an economic base 
for the people of the troubled island of Bougainville has 
been both challenging and rewarding for Professor Ciaran 
O’Faircheallaigh.

Professor O’Faircheallaigh has been appointed by 
the ABG to advise it in negotiations aimed at reopening 
the mine, which will, it is hoped, help kick-start the  
local economy.

“In March 2011 the ABG asked me to come to 
Bougainville to facilitate a government workshop which 
led to a formal decision to prepare for the possible 
reopening of the mine,” Professor O’Faircheallaigh says. 
“In June 2011 the ABG appointed me, through Griffith 
University, to help them get organised for negotiations. 

“Having this sort of experience allows me to introduce 
a lot of real-world experience into my teaching. There is 
often an assumption that students don’t like theory. But I 
teach students who are happy to engage with theory, as long 
as you are using it to interpret the contemporary world.”

Professor O’Faircheallaigh works with consultants 
across a number of disciplines (including lawyers, 

stoRY: phil brown

rebuilding    Bougainville
Above: The 
Bougainville copper 
mine, photographed 
in 2011, 22 years 
after its closure.

Inset: The Kimberley 
landscape in Western 
Australia.
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environmentalists, anthropologists and others) and 
inculcates that experience into his teaching.

The regional focus of Professor O’Faircheallaigh’s work 
sits well with the philosophy of the school of Government 
and International Relations. Head of school, Associate 
Professor Martin Griffiths, says it’s important for the 
school to engage with the region.

“We’re quite Asia-Pacific-centric and that’s a good 
thing when you consider the rise of Asia,” Professor 
Griffiths says. “We’re interested in promoting a multi-
disciplinary approach and thinking strategically about that 
with the Griffith vision in mind—to be research-focused 
but student-centred. With that in mind it was decided to 
forge closer collaboration between political science and 
international relations.”

The School of Government and International Relations 
is launching a new degree next year, a Bachelor of 
Government and International Relations. Masters degrees 
in International Relations and Public Administration 
are preparing more students for the real world and 
undergraduate students study International Relations, 
Policy Analysis, Politics and Government and Public 
Sector Management.

This will prepare them for a wide range of careers in 
government and the private sector and international 
organisations. It will also often give them the chance to 
make a difference.  

For more information: griffith.edu.au/business-
commerce/griffith-business-school/departments/school-
government-international-relations

At the coalface
Working out of Griffith University has been a fascinating, productive 
and practical experience for PhD student Kerry Mudge.

Kerry, 27, who relocated to Brisbane from Melbourne  
and whose PhD focuses on the implementation of native  
title agreements within the coal industry has, for one thing, 
 had the bonus of working with a leader in the field, Professor  
Ciaran o’Faircheallaigh, of the school of Government and 
international Relations. 

“if you asked me what Griffith University had to offer, the first 
thing i would say is Ciaran,” Kerry says. “he’s one of the world’s 
top experts in agreements between indigenous people and 
mining companies and he’s been a real inspiration. As well as the 
opportunity to work with Ciaran, well, they offered me desk space 
and the chance to be at a university which is at the cutting edge in a 
lot of areas. it’s a fascinating place to be.”

it’s also centrally located for Kerry’s fieldwork which takes him to 
coal mining areas in New south Wales and Queensland. “A lot of the 
corporate heads of the coal mining companies are based in Brisbane 
and i visit communities either side of the border,” Kerry says. “Being 
a researcher, you have to be where your participants are. there 
hasn’t been much research in regards to native title and the coal 
industry. that’s surprising when you consider that coal is Australia’s 
second largest export. it’s a field worth exploring.”

Kerry has been looking at the governance of native title 
within the coal industry and conferring closely with Professor 
o’Faircheallaigh. he has also worked with Aboriginal people living in 
regions where coal mining takes place and hopes his research may 
eventually help promote positive outcomes for those communities 
with better agreements and more employment in the industry for 
indigenous people.

rebuilding    Bougainville

Professor Ciaran O’Faircheallaigh
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Above (L-R): Sara 
Carrigan, Olympic 
and Commonwealth 
Games cyclist 
and graduate of 
Griffith University; 
(and inset)Sally 
Pearson, Olympic 
hurdler and Griffith 
alumnus; Professor 
Kristine Toohey will 
be volunteering at 
the 2012 London 
games; The Tower 
of London and the 
Olympic rings.

few people will know the significance of 
the date August 13.

But for thousands of athletes, their 
supporters and administrators it is the day 
after the London 2012 Olympics finishes.

The day is a vacuum that hits the sporting 
world every four years that is rarely spoken of and hardly 
ever prepared for.

“No one really gets it right,” says Professor Kristine 
Toohey, a sports and events management expert with 
Griffith University’s department of Tourism, Leisure, 
Hotel and Sports Management.

“The build-up [to the Olympics] can be so stressful 
because there is no change of deadline. The event has 
to go ahead. But then you all of a sudden have a large 
organisation disbanding really quickly,” she says.

And when a whole organising committee goes its 
separate ways, often they take much of the legacy of the 
Games with them.

“I’ve seen people at the end of the Games just take 
everything from their desk, all their files, and then just 
dump them into the garbage bin,” says Professor Toohey, 
who was part of the Organising Committee for the Sydney 
2000 Olympics and will be a volunteer in London for the 
Australian Olympic Committee.

There is so much hype in the lead up to an Olympic 
Games and the London event is no exception, starting  
on July 27.

Australian audiences are expecting big things from their 
athletes, including world champion hurdler and Griffith 
alumnus Sally Pearson who trains at Griffith University’s 
Gold Coast athletics track.

The Gold Coast woman won our hearts at the 2008 
Beijing Olympics with her stunning silver medal run in 

the hurdles final. Since then she has become the best in her 
field and is favourite for gold.

Sara Carrigan, also a Griffith alumnus, knows just 
how she feels. The former Olympic and Commonwealth 
Games cyclist arrived at the 2004 Athens Games with the 
weight of expectation on her. She was among the best 
cyclists Australia had ever produced and confirmed it with 
a gold medal ride in the 130 kilometre road race.

“Sally has been around for a while so I’m sure she will 
be drumming it into herself that she has done all that she 
can. She is in the best form of her life and she will be 
telling herself that she is going to do the best that she can,” 
Ms Carrigan says.

But how Pearson feels on August 13 will depend on a 
couple of factors.

“When it comes to the Olympics there are two types of 
athletes I think,” Ms Carrigan says.

“One is just aiming to get selected and one is aiming to 
get a result. For the first group just getting selected is their 
finish line. But for others, selection is just the start.

“With the media hype that surrounds the whole 
Olympics it certainly amplifies that. You can get worked 
up into what others are doing when you just need to focus 
on what you’re doing yourself.

“Nerves are a good thing because they show you care, 
but they can be disruptive.”

And that intensity on the way into the Olympics can 
also mean there is a cliff on the other side of the event.

“The biggest thing is that all athletes don’t ever look 
beyond the Olympics,” Ms Carrigan says.

“Their whole year, their whole four years, for some 
a whole sporting career, is centred on the Olympics. So 
there comes a time, some time after, when you say ‘what 
do I do now’?”

stoRY:  dean gould

Olympic
the
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“That came after Beijing for me, because I finished and 
didn’t get the result I wanted. It was like a grieving process. 
Everything we have dreamed of and worked towards has come 
and gone—and it has gone. The event is over. I was dealing 
with the thought of retiring too and whenever I thought of 
not riding again I would just burst into tears. I’m not trying to 
be melodramatic but it is like something has died in our lives.”

But the Griffith Business School graduate put her 
focus into a coaching business which has since grown to a 
fulltime, international enterprise.

“I love the buzz of seeing the confidence in someone 
riding a bike for the first time, or doing their first 100 
kilometre ride or riding in their first national championship. 
I love that I have that spectrum in my work.

“When I was in grade five I wanted to be a teacher, so I 
first started doing Education at Griffith but later switched 
to Business because it allowed me to fit in my overseas 
training more. Now I combine both in a way.”

Another athlete who knows what Pearson is facing 
is training partner and fellow hurdler Andrea Miller. 
The physiotherapist works in Griffith’s Physiotherapy 
and Active Health Centre. She is also a Commonwealth 
Games bronze medallist and one of the fastest hurdlers 
that New Zealand has ever produced.

Ms Miller has been on the world stage for several years 
and knows the rigours of international competition—
while balancing that with a more conventional career as 
a physiotherapist.

As the reigning New Zealand national champion she is 
on track for a 2012 Olympic berth, guaranteed when she 
hits the magic qualifying time of 12.96 seconds for the 
100 metre hurdles.

“You could say I’m long-listed. I expect to hit that time 
when I go over to Europe to run in June,” Ms Miller said.

It would be a triumphant culmination of a year of hard 
work, rising from a serious back operation in June 2010.

“It is like a carrot dangled in front of you every couple 
of years. Every moment of your day, all the food you eat, 
the type of sleep you get, the exercise you do: it all points 
towards the one event.

“And then it’s over and you can’t change the outcome, 
good or bad. And that is definitely something that takes 
getting used to.”

But Ms Miller feels she is luckier than most, with 
her physio work giving her a built-in balance to her 
professional life, be it clinical work or track work.

“I feel I have been really fortunate. They [Griffith] have 
been absolutely unbelievable.

“I couldn’t do what I do without the support of so 
many people and Griffith is definitely part of that.”

And the addiction of the Olympic environment isn’t 
just felt by athletes.

Professor Toohey says: “There is a whole caravan of 
people who go from Games to Games. They are known as 
Olympic groupies.”

And one of the real balancing acts for organisers is 
dealing with the reality of a finite end to their employment.

“People start looking for a new job a couple of months 
out from the Olympics because they know they will have 
no job afterwards,” she said in a phone interview from 
Hong Kong where she was lecturing in leadership as part 
of an intensive course held by Griffith in partnership with 
a local university.

“Often the key people in the Games will have a bonus 
built into their contract that rewards them for staying 
right to the end.

“There’s nothing worse than having people leaving just 
before the Olympics is staged.”  

MAY 2012    griffith     19



A 
studio 
in 
Paris
stoRY: lauren suto

it’s a life most of us can only dream about. 
Living and working in the heart of Europe, 
immersed in the very best art, culture, food and 
architecture the world has to offer. 

For Queensland College of Art (QCA) alumnus, 
artist Miles hall, this life is very much a reality. 

Miles is an epicurean, a bon vivant in every sense  
of the word, driven and inspired by the lavish beauty, 
luxury and pleasure that pervade every cobblestoned 
street of Paris. 

so it’s only fitting that he will soon return to the city 
that has shaped his life in more ways than one to take up 
a three-month residency at the Cité des Arts. 

thanks to a prestigious grant from the Australia 
Council for the Arts, it’s a move that will see his already 
stellar career come full circle. 

At the age of 23, armed with his undergraduate 
degree from Griffith, Miles left Brisbane and headed for 
the south of France—marking the first of what would 
become many visits to the region.  

“it was here that i really fine-tuned my practice, 
working and exhibiting in a number of galleries and 
studios, while completing a Masters at l’Ecole supérieure 
des Beaux Arts de Montpellier,” he explains.

As chance would have it, a meeting with fellow 
Australian artist Victoria Reinhardt in 2006 prompted him 
to consider his future as an artist.

“i met Victoria by complete coincidence in a bar in 
Montpellier. she was towards the end of completing 
her PhD at the QCA so we spoke about the possibilities 
back home. the idea of using this degree to expand my 
practice and anchor my career back in Australia certainly 
seemed appealing.”

With his application accepted, Miles packed his bags 
and returned home to Brisbane—bringing with him 
French architect Virginie, now his wife and mother of 
their two-year-old daughter Lila.

Now settled in Woolloongabba, complete with a 
backyard studio converted from a former tram station 
control house, Miles says this further study was a 
significant and necessary step for his professional life. 

“i am a hedonist in a sense,” he says. “But while i focus 
on the sensual, direct aspects of painting, i also deeply 
appreciate the need for balance. so i think as an artist it’s 
important to understand the theory behind the practice.”

shortly after completing his Doctorate, Miles applied 
for the Australia Council Paris studio grant. With only 
three awarded each year, he admits he saw it as an 
unlikely prospect. 

“i applied with the knowledge that it would most likely 
be the first application of many, so to be successful on 
my first attempt was unexpected.”

the residency, which will commence in December,  
will see the 37-year-old artist living and working within 
the dynamic quarter of the Marais district. Boasting  
all the charm and culture one could expect from a 
favourite destination of the Parisians, it’s a location  
Miles says he will relish.

“the studio’s proximity is amazing. Being in the heart 
of Paris surrounded by galleries and artists of that calibre 
in their day-to-day lives is the pinnacle for me.”

the residency will cap off a string of notable 
achievements that Miles has already amassed since being 
back in Australia.

he was selected as the official artist to represent 
Australia for the World Cup Rugby in France in 2007, 
won the sunshine Coast Art Prize in 2010 and was most 
recently awarded the Grand Prix for the 6th international 
Drawing Biennale in Melbourne. An invitation to exhibit 
in the national tour 12 Degrees of Latitude also saw his 
work hung next to the likes of Nolan and Boyd. 

While Miles’s continued success seems effortless, 
he reinforces the need for a realistic view of life as a 
professional artist—an insight he is determined to pass 

Above left: Miles 
Hall, Sanguine 
Earth, 2010, oil on 
polyester, 180cm x 
130cm.

Above centre: 
Miles Hall, Dianthus 
Purple, 2010, oil on 
polyester, 180cm x 
130cm.

Above right: Miles 
Hall, Splice (Pokémon 
Vert), 2009, oil on 
aluminium, 120cm x 
100cm.
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on to the next generation he now teaches in his casual 
role as a lecturer in fine art at the QCA.

 “i tell the students upfront: you don’t become an 
artist to make money!” he reveals. “too many people 
get into this for the wrong reasons. Yes, the lifestyle 
is fantastic but you have to be aware of the difficulty, 
hard work and expense involved.

“You have to be committed and driven to succeed 
and also welcome and value the nuances within each 
of the regions in which you work.”

it’s these distinctions that Miles hopes will continue  
to provide the greatest influence, as he continues  
his enviable path between the two locations that have 
shaped his life as an artist, a student, a husband and  
a father.

“the opportunity to build my career and develop 
audiences in two hemispheres is a considerable 
challenge. Nevertheless, i think it is fascinating to have 
my work viewed within two distinct cultures, each of 
which provides unique singularities that impact my 
work in terms of materials and conceptual concerns.

“As a painter, Australia is an interesting place to 
be. there is a real enthusiasm and optimism here. We 
have a brighter outlook on life and this is reflected in 
our art. 

“Although France offers a significant cultural, 
historical wealth to draw upon, Australia provides 
artists with a stimulating context in which to reflect 
upon the contemporary world.”

the work Miles completes during his residency will 
be shown in February 2013 at Galerie AL/MA.  

For further information on postgraduate study 
in visual and creative arts: griffith.edu.au/visual-
creative-arts/queensland-college-art/programs-
courses/postgraduate-information

To see more of  
Miles Hall’s work: 

miles-hall.com
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the second floor meeting room is a 
modest one, its door swinging open by the 
minute with the hustle and bustle of the 
Gold Coast Hospital never far away.

In a corner Griffith University’s Dr 
Brigid Gillespie is in conference with the 

nurse line manager for theatre detailing proposals for an 
upcoming study of teamwork behaviour in the hospital’s 
operating room.

Nursing, surgery and anaesthetic teams from the Gold 
Coast and Princess Alexandra hospitals will take part in 
the research project, with staff and patients to be surveyed 
before and after an intervention.

The intervention will incorporate specialised training 
sessions for a staff group with its impact to be measured.

By Dr Gillespie’s side is Evelyn Kang, a researcher and 
qualified nurse, who will collect, compile and analyse the 
data once the project is up and running.

It’s a setting that captures the essence of the Centre 
of Research Excellence in Nursing Interventions for 
Hospitalised Patients (NCREN).

Established at Griffith University in October 2010, 
and officially opened by the Governor-General Quentin 
Bryce AC CVO last month, NCREN is the first nursing 
research centre of its kind in the country, and builds 
impressively on Griffith’s successful training base at the 
School of Nursing and Midwifery.

With $2.5 million funding from the National Health 
and Medical Research Council and an initial five-year 
program of research focusing on skin integrity and 
management of symptoms such as pain and anxiety, 
NCREN investigators are determined to build an 
unprecedented body of evidence that informs nursing 
practices and instigates changes to health policy.

“The funding allows us to focus on the kind of research 
we believe is cutting edge, and we want to do, and gives 
us the infrastructure to keep moving forward,” Professor 
Wendy Chaboyer says.

As the director of NCREN, Professor Chaboyer heads 
up a research environment far removed from the hospital 
wards of Winnipeg in her native Canada where she trained 
as a nurse in the early 1980s.

“I was taught how to be a nurse. I was taught the skills 
needed to deliver care. Now we realise that care options 
and nursing decisions must be based on the best evidence.”

NCREN includes 10 chief investigators including eight 
nurses, a health economist and a statistician. Six of the 
nurses are Queensland based, while the other two are at the 
University of Manchester and the University of Toronto.

Action research  
in nursing  
practice

stoRY: stephen o’grady



Opposite: Dr. 
Brigid Gillespie 
consults with Leicha 
Keldie, Gold Coast 
Hospital; This page 
left: Professor 
Wendy Chaboyer; 
Above: Professor 
Leanne Aitken.

MAY 2012    griffith     23

It is partnered with the Gold Coast, Princess Alexandra 
and Royal Brisbane and Women’s hospitals in Queensland’s 
south-east corner in the pursuit of new evidence that 
evaluates nursing interventions for hospitalised patients.

“We completely respect that delivery of care is  
the prime focus of hospital staff. This is why we lead  
the research in partnership with them,” Professor 
Chaboyer says.

“Part of our duty is to train the next generation of 
clinical researchers in the hospitals. Being embedded 
in the hospitals allows us to help the hospitals become 
academic health centres.

“We possibly wouldn’t research the right questions 
without our partnerships with nurses on the front line. 
Ultimately, we want what we’re doing to be meaningful 
to the clinicians. There’s no point doing research for the 
sake of research.”

At the Gold Coast Hospital, Dr Brigid Gillespie 
gets the thumbs up in the operating theatre. The nurse  
line manager says if her research project results in nursing 
teams working more efficiently it’s well worth the time  
and effort.

This response is replicated in 
orthopaedics where an NCREN 
cost-benefit study into the products 
used for negative pressure wound 
dressings post-surgery is in the 
pipeline. If it improves surgical 
wound care and gets orthopaedics on the map at the same 
time, it’s a strong step forward.

A registered nurse for 27 years and a clinician for 18, 
Brigid Gillespie completed an honours degree in 2002 
before researching a PhD between 2004 and 2007.

“I came into research with a suite of clinical experience 
under my belt,” she says. 

“I’m very aware of the importance of nurturing 
relationships so that everyone involved gains from the 
experience. It’s a win-win situation.”

That winning feeling is also simmering at the Princess 
Alexandra Hospital in Brisbane where Professor Leanne 
Aitken leads a critical care nursing research team.

“As nurses we used to think in terms of those who 
survived and left the ICU but the approach is different 
now. Critical care continues for one to two years after 
patients leave the ICU.”

One of the key areas of research for Professor Aitken’s 
team is patient priorities during trauma recovery.

“We are asking patients what is important to them 
during their recovery. In the past there has been an 

inclination to go by what clinicians say, rather than finding 
out from the patient.”

Consistency is an abiding theme when Professor 
Aitken’s team gets together at the Nursing Practice 
Development Unit in the Princess Alexandra to review 
progress on eight to 10 ongoing research projects.

These projects range from screening for delirium in 
the ICU to long-term cognitive impairment to patient 
recruitment for a research project led by Griffith’s Professor 
Clare Rickard into changing schedules for IV catheters.

Later in the day Professor Aitken discusses plans for 
research into patient priorities during trauma care with 
members of the hospital’s trauma unit.

At the end of the conversation, with a framework 
taking shape, a trauma data manager inquires about 
another related research project recently completed. She 
welcomes the imminent publication of its findings with a 
genuine professional interest. It’s clearly important.

As the group leaves the meeting room, Bonnie 
McFarlane, a senior research assistant with Griffith 
University, is enthusiastic.

“I call it action research,” she says. “It’s happening. 
You can actually see the results. You gather your data, you 
make a change to practice (intervention), gather more data 
and see the difference. That’s what it’s about.”

For Wendy Chaboyer the NCREN research is in step 
with an evolving healthcare landscape where nurses have 
had to become increasingly accountable, where their 
impacts and contributions are analysed and measured like 
never before and where nursing is effectively becoming a 
safety mechanism for patients.

“Instead of saying we know we make a difference to 
patient care, let’s find the evidence to show we make a 
difference to patient care,” she says.

 “We know hospitals are dangerous places for patients. 
What we must do is ask what are the risks involved and 
study the connection between nursing practices and 
adverse events and unintended consequences.

“Let’s present the evidence that leads to changes in 
practice that improve patient care.”  
For more information: griffith.edu.au/health/school-
nursing-midwifery

“let’s present the evidence that 
leads to changes in practice that 
improve patient care.” wendy chaboyer

http://www.griffith.edu.au/health/school-nursing-midwifery
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Did you know the Griffith 
university library collection is 
worth more than $60 million?

A multi-million dollar refurbishment 
to the Griffith University Aquatic and 
Fitness Centre at Mt Gravatt campus caps 
a major boost to the sporting precinct, 
which also includes the world-class Griffith 
University Tennis Centre.

The $5 million upgrade boasts an eight-lane wet  
deck heated pool, indoor and outdoor recreation areas,  
a kiosk and larger, fully-equipped fitness centre with 
shower facilities.

A reconditioned lap pool, learn to swim pool for 
beginners and children’s play pool areas are providing 
year-round Swim and Survive programs, training for 
junior and adult swim and triathlon squads, aqua aerobics 
classes and school holiday and recreational programs—all 
proving popular with the local community and students.

Co-located with facilities including the 16-court 
tennis centre, recreation hall, training oval and four multi-
purpose basketball and netball courts, the total value of 
the campus sporting precinct is $9 million.

Deputy Vice Chancellor and Provost, Professor 
Marilyn McMeniman, says the sporting precinct has 
developed into a true health and fitness hub.

“Griffith has always maintained a strong commitment 
to sport at both elite and social levels, and we are delighted 
to invite members of the community to visit and enjoy all 
we have to offer here,” Professor McMeniman said.

Come and visit soon, and to find out more:  
griffith.edu.au/aquatic-and-fitness-centre 
griffith.edu.au/tennis

$320 million upgrades
The makeover continues
ThE $320 MilliOn REDEvElOPMEnT Of CAMPuSES COnTinuES wiTh ThE GRiffiTh 
univERSiTy AQuATiC AnD fiTnESS CEnTRE nOw OPEn TO ThE COMMuniTy, AnD ThE 
nAThAn CAMPuS iS AlSO bEinG REviTAliSED.

libRaRy Revitalised
Our latest major revamp has brought the library to life in 
the heart of the Nathan campus. Students, staff and visitors 
enjoy a one-stop-shop for all their needs, with Student 
Administration, Griffith International, Griffith Honours 
College, the University Cashier, Lending, Library and IT 
Help Services on hand.

Newly refurbished surroundings include “research”, 
“quiet” and “silent” study zones, a television lounge—a 
great location for catching up on all the latest world news 
and sport events—and an extended “collaboration” zone.

Launched in 2010, the Friends of the Library program 
is fostering closer ties between the library and the 
communities it serves across five campuses from the Gold 
Coast to South Bank in the Brisbane CBD. Last year it 
hosted top events including the launch of former Prime 
Minister John Howard’s book Lazarus Rising and a talk by 
former Queensland Premier Peter Beattie. 

Stay tuned for our library extension and refurbishment 
project currently underway at the Gold Coast campus, 
which we expect to be complete by the start of Semester 
1 in July 2013.

Find out more about its activities and how to join at 
griffith.edu.au/library/friends. 

Griffith alumni association members can continue to 
access the library after graduating by visiting the Library 
Service Desk, providing photo ID and proof of current 
address and paying an annual membership fee of $40.

nathan campus heaRt beats
The new Nathan Campus Heart building and Plaza have 
opened up the campus and created a social space for 
students, staff and visitors to gather.  The Co-op Bookshop 
is open for business in its new location on the ground 
floor of the Campus Heart building (N76), and the 
adjacent cafe is now also open. Next in line to open is the  
$10 million Campus Club Link Bridge that will connect 
the heart to the UniBar building.  

Below and opposite: 
Interior of the library 
in the Willett Centre.

http://www.griffith.edu.au/aquatic-and-fitness-centre
http://www.griffith.edu.au/tennis
http://www.griffith.edu.au/library/friends


early works are underway for the sir samuel Griffith Centre at Griffith University 
Nathan Campus. Revolutionary in design, it is Australia’s first zero-emission and self-
powering teaching and research building driven by sustainable energy, with hydrogen-
metal hydride storage. the Centre will be open in 2013 and will ultimately become a 
model for sustainable power for remote communities that are “off-grid” in Australia and 
across the world. 

siR samuel GRiffith centRe countdoWn

Artist impression 
of the Sir Samuel 

Griffith Centre.
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Left: Griffith 
University Aquatic 
and Fitness Centre, 
Mt Gravatt campus; 
and below, Griffith 
University Tennis 
Centre. 

Above: Campus Heart 
building incorporating 
the Co-op Bookshop 
and the Nathan 
Campus Plaza.



solaR 
tRacking
after two years in the 
planning, the final system in 
the ecoCentre’s solar energy 
upgrade was installed in 
february this year. Supporting 
the roof-mounted 20kW 
system, which comprises eight 
different pV technologies,  
is the Dual axis Tracker with  
a 3kW multi crystalline  
pV system.  

positioned in the ecoCentre 
are two display screens 
with a kiosk displaying the 
performance of each of the 
technologies. The system, 
information displays and 
access to live data will provide 
a comprehensive hands-on 
resource to Griffith’s energy 
management students by 
providing them with a living 
laboratory for their studies. 

“The upgrade will also 
support the Toohey forest 
environmental education 
Centre’s energy Wise program 
and help the wider community 
understand the importance of 
solar energy and how it can be 
implemented to reduce carbon 
emissions and energy costs,” 
ecoCentre manager Delwyn 
langdon says. 

a spectacular Video offering a rare 
glimpse of planet Earth using time-lapse 
footage from the international space  
station has garnered its creator, Griffith Film 
school student David Peterson, some very 
welcome attention. 

After posting his video All Alone in the 
Night to Youtube, David was contacted  
by Us astronaut Ron Garan, who was so 
impressed with the footage that he will  
now feature it in a series of upcoming events 
around New York to relive his most recent 
spaceflight experience. 

View David’s clip here:  
youtube.com/watch?v=FG0ftKAqZ5g 

Ron thanked David for his work in an 
online post saying his video was, “another 
great example of how open-source data and 
imagery can lead to great collaborations”. 

his online comment also sent David’s 
Youtube hits skyrocketing to almost  
one million views. 

David says he was inspired by a version of 
the opening sequence of this clip called What 
does it feel like to fly over planet Earth?

“i tracked down the original time-lapse 
sequence taken on the international space 
station via NAsA, added some extras and 
found a soundtrack that almost matches the 
awe and wonder i feel when i see our home 
from above,” he says. 

youtube hits Go to the moon

tropical disease vaccine research
$17 million

bRadman 
given out as 
woRld’s best

the science behind tropical vaccine 
development at Griffith university has 
received a boost with a funding grant of 
over $17 million from the national Health 
and medical research Council. 

The funding has gone to Griffith’s 
institute for Glycomics for ‘Tropical 
disease—immunity, pathogenesis and 
vaccine development”. 

lead researcher professor michael 
Good said the grant will develop strategic 
science initiatives in the field of immunity 
and vaccine research and use them to 
test novel vaccines for serious tropical 
infections, including malaria, worms and 
streptococcus.

sir donald bradman 
has been dislodged from 
the top of cricket’s batting 
order by india’s little 
master, according to 
Griffith Business 
School researcher Dr 
nicholas rohde. He 
claims statistics prove 
indian batsman Sachin 
Tendullkar, not Bradman, is the 
greatest test batsman who  
ever lived. 

While it is difficult to compare past 
and present players, Dr rohde says by 
applying economic principles to batting 
performances he is able to rank players 
back through time. 

Tendulkar has only a very slim lead. in 
fact the two players are so closely ranked 
the lead position could switch repeatedly 
before Tendulkar retires. 

“it’s an emotional issue and there will 
always be debate between followers 
of test cricket about the relative career 
performances of various batsmen,” he said. 

“But by using the principles of 
opportunity cost and supernormal  
profit, the ranking procedure is actually 
very simple. 

“essentially each player is scored 
according to their career aggregate runs, 
minus the total number of runs that an 
average player of that era would accrue 
over the same number of innings. 

“The rankings are designed to allow for 
meaningful comparisons of players with  
careers of different lengths.” 

“Streptococcus is the cause of 
rheumatic heart disease, something which 
our indigenous populations suffer the 
highest rates of worldwide. This significant 
funding over five years provides the 
security to invest in and develop new ideas 
of major importance to australia and our 
neighbours.”

The grant will also be used to help 
develop the institute’s new malaria 
vaccine, plasprotecT™. 

The work brings together nine teams 
of researchers from Griffith, Queensland 
institute of medical research, menzies 
School of Health research, the university of 
Queensland and James Cook university.

26     griffith    MAY 2012

your 
griffith
neWS 
BiTeS

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FG0fTKAqZ5g


an international research team  
led by scientists at Griffith university  
has uncovered a new insight into 
leukaemia and is intensifying the battle 
against the most common childhood 
cancer in australia. 

led by professor mark von itzstein  
at Griffith’s institute for Glycomics  
and professor John Groffen at The 
Children’s Hospital, los angeles, the  
team undertook a glycomics approach  
to find potential next-generation drugs  
to treat childhood leukaemia. 

The preliminary study has explored,  
for the first time, changes to leukaemic 

research 
offers new 
hope for 
leukaemia 
sufferers

a griffith study involving 170 
travellers crossing international borders has 
found that half the people who suffer from 
respiratory illness after long-haul flights are 
likely to benefit from the use of the herbal 
medicine echinacea. 

“intercontinental air travel can 
be stressful, adding extra strain on a 
passenger’s physical and psychological 
health,” lead researcher Dr Evelin Tiralongo 
from Griffith university’s School of 
Pharmacy says. 

“The results of our clinical trial suggest 
that taken before and during visits 
overseas, echinacea treatment may have a 
protective effect against the development 
of respiratory symptoms during that time.” 

half of the participants took alkylamide 
standardised echinacea tablets during their 
travel period, while the other half took a 
placebo tablet. 

“herbal medicines, among other 
complementary medicines, are used by two 
in three Australians, and echinacea is one of 
the most widely used herbal medicines. 

“Although respiratory symptoms  
for both groups increased significantly 
during travel, the increase of these 
symptoms among the echinacea group  
was significantly lower than for the  
placebo group.” 

a twin-pronged research 
project into childhood phobias  
is underway at the Griffith  
health institute.

With 140 children 
participating in the study,  
the groups on the Gold Coast 
and at Mt Gravatt will carry  
out linked but different  
research techniques.

Griffith University’s Associate 
Professor Allison Waters is 
leading the project and believes 
the study, if successful, could 
lead to a major breakthrough 
in helping children and their 
worried parents overcome 
debilitating fears.

she leads a team of 
researchers at Mt Gravatt 
focused on a computer-based 
attention-focusing program 
to enhance a single session of 
exposure therapy by helping 
children control which stimuli in 
their environment they give their 
attention to.

Approximately 80 per cent 
of adult phobias develop in 
childhood, and about 12 per 
cent of all children develop  
some kind of phobia.

An antibiotic, called 
D-Cycloserine, traditionally  
used to cure tuberculosis,  
is an integral part of the  
Gold Coast study. 

“the drug has been 
discovered to improve the  
brain’s learning receptors,”  
Dr Lara Farrell, leader of the Gold 
Coast team, says.

“the drug does not treat the 
phobia but readies the brain for 
enhanced learning.

“it focuses the child’s brain to 
learn that what they once feared 
is not scary at all. it’s still the 
exposure therapy which does the 
curing, not the drug.”

phobia study tackles 
childRen’s deepest feaRs

echinacea tackles tRavel bug

cells associated with carbohydrates. This 
has opened new pathways for potential 
drug treatment. 

“our exciting preliminary study has 
shown that the development of leukaemia 
in a mouse model is accompanied by 
changes in the expression of “glyco” 
genes (genes that are associated with 
carbohydrate expression),” professor von 
itzstein said. 

“This gives us a better understanding 
of how carbohydrates on blood cells are 
changed in leukaemia and this knowledge 
provides exciting new opportunities for 
drug discovery.” 
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i neVer thought a PhD would lead 
me to a highly guarded, secret and illegal 
community of music lovers. 

i was lucky to interview 16 members 
of an underground music community and 
became a member of the community for four 
months myself.

My PhD was the first study in Australia 
to look into the controversial motivations for 
downloading illegal music in such an organised 
fashion and the findings came down to three 
Cs—cost, convenience and choice. 

i was surprised to find music lovers don’t 
have access to what they consider affordable, 
high quality music online, which naturally 
makes them seek out alternative, often illegal 
means. Generally the legal music sites don’t 
encourage a community environment and 
offer a limited range of music. 

this was really eye-opening for me 
and i advocate that the industry needs to 
understand and connect with music lovers 
with new kinds of value rather than trying 
to condemn acts of piracy—a term often 
applied incorrectly to people who have 
downloaded music for their personal use. 

i now run my own research consulting 
business, lecture university students and, 
through my research with the Griffith health 
institute, i continue to be affiliated with Griffith.

dR jenine beekhuyzen 
PhD in infORMATiOn 
TEChnOlOGy

damien finniss
bAChElOR Of PhySiOThERAPy/ 
bAChElOR Of ExERCiSE SCiEnCE
for a long time i’ve had an interest in the 
placebo effect, an interest that was nurtured 
during my studies at Griffith University.

the physiotherapy course had a strong 
focus on applied science and this played its 
part in developing my knowledge about the 
placebo effect.

it also set me up for a balanced career.
i think it’s important for an education 

provider to equip students in areas like 
education, leadership, research and clinical 
practice. it’s something i keep very much 
in mind while working as a guest lecturer 
at Griffith’s school of Physiotherapy and 
Exercise science.

i was part of the first cohort to graduate 
with the B Physiotherapy/B Exercise 
science degree in 2003, and went on to 
study a Master of science in Medicine (Pain 
Management) in sydney, and then a PhD. 

i have worked at the University of sydney 
Pain Management Research institute at 
sydney’s Royal North shore hospital since 
2004, while also a clinical senior lecturer 
with the sydney Medical school at University 
of sydney.

As the only researcher in Australia actively 
investigating the placebo effect, i am excited 

about recent breakthroughs in the way 
people are starting to think about mind/brain 
interaction in clinical practice.

As chair of the international Association for the 
study of Pain (Placebo Group), i have observed 
an emerging momentum that challenges the 
traditional principles of biomedicine.

i have collaborated with groups in the 
United states and italy and have recently 
published in the Lancet and the Journal of 
the American Medical Association with a 
view of promoting new thinking in this area.

Placebo is traditionally viewed by many 
in a negative way, usually as it implies 
deception, but now we realise that when 
we give a placebo we are actually studying 
how the psychosocial context and treatment 
environment surrounding a patient affects 
their mind, brain and body.

We now know that placebo effects 
operate together with the effects of our 
routine treatments (be they surgical, 
pharmacological or non-medical) to create 
the overall benefit of therapy. By researching 
and enhancing the many factors which 
activate placebo mechanisms, we hope to 
harness the power of placebo effects in 
everyday clinical practice.

online maRketinG business booms
griffith business school Young Alumnus of the Year, Fabienne Wintle, is passionate 
about helping small to medium tourism operators succeed in the world of online marketing.

in 2007, the Master of international tourism and hospitality Management founded 
Untanglemyweb.com; an online business delivering web-based marketing strategies. 

“the business has recently added an innovative product called the smart tourism 
Website, which allows operators to grow online bookings by managing their web marketing 
strategy from just one platform,” Fabienne says.

“Untanglemyweb.com has now delivered training to around 4000 tourism businesses 
Australia-wide, and i am looking forward to seeing the first overseas office open in France in 
a few months time.

 “they say it takes five years to develop a business, and i really feel that is true.
“We have now reached the point where we can start to look to the future and the 

expansion of the business.” 



MAY 2012    griffith     29

stoRY: dean gould

is not  
a doctor

Lawrence 
Leung

lawrence leung’s parents wanted him to be a 
doctor. At school he dreamed of being a filmmaker.

today he is one of Australia’s most versatile 
comedians, both on stage and television.

Last year he raced through a five-state national 
tour, performed in London, had his own tV series,  

called Unbelievable, on the ABC and took part in a sell-out stage 
show in Melbourne.

he’s not a doctor. But his brother might have saved the day 
somewhat by becoming a pharmacist.

And his hong Kong immigrant parents have come to terms with 
their Melbourne-born son applying the knowledge gained from his 
arts-science degree to a career of making people laugh.

“My parents were quite encouraging in terms of academia,” Leung 
says during a break in filming for one of a series of advertisements he 
made for Griffith University.

“i would say even more than encouraging. they wanted me to be 
a doctor.”

“But i was thinking about this recently. A lot of (migrant) parents 
are quite conservative in a sense that they want their kids to have 
better opportunities than they did when they first turned up in these 
countries, so they go for these very serious professional jobs to make 
sure that we can sustain ourselves.

“i’m a little bit of a black sheep. 
“My brother is a pharmacist so he was the good one in the family,” 

he says with his trademark grin. it’s as cheeky as it is disarming  
and it features heavily in his Griffith commercials that have made  
his red couch conversations with academics and students 
internationally recognisable.

But being funny is something that he has to work on. it’s his job. 
he doesn’t always make people laugh.

 “No i don’t make people laugh when i’m sleeping,” he says, 
disproving himself instantly.

But he does make them laugh when he takes to the stage.
“i still get nervous before performing on stage,” he admits.
 “so i have got like, natural nerves. But by the end of the season 

performing around different places, it wasn’t so much nerves any 
more, rather adrenalin.

“there is nothing better than standing in front a bunch of  
people you’ve never met before and holding court and them  
enjoying the show.”

Better than being a doctor even. But maybe not as good as being 
a filmmaker.

When he ponders a question about what lies ahead for him—
another comedy festival show; more television; writing animation; 
more touring—there is still one thing missing.

“i think maybe i will get into filmmaking. that would be the dream.
 “i wanted to be a filmmaker when i was at high school. i 

desperately wanted to be like David Lynch or Quentin tarantino. i 
would make these bizarre and dream-like short films (like Lynch).

“the good thing about comedy is that it’s a genre. it’s not a 
particular medium so i have been very fortunate that i can slide into 
different things like live performing or performing for telly or doing 
radio shows or podcasts, all sorts of things.”

 “i mean, it’s comedy; you know pretty well if the jokes are landing.
“But it’s a two-way street. i perform better if the audience is 

responding better and they respond better if i am performing better 
rather than giving a lazy performance.”

his solo shows are fun as he weaves in his storyline based on a 
narrative such as Lawrence Leung Learns To Breakdance or Lawrence 
Leung Wants A Jetpack.

the title of his next tour could well be Lawrence Leung Does All 
Sorts Of Things.

But most of all, he makes you laugh.  
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stayingconnected

giving opens oppoRtunity
griffith uniVersity’s wide community 
of alumni, staff and supporters have made 
generous donations this year to help fund 
scholarships that unlock the power of 
education for many who believed a university 
degree was unattainable.   

the students’ Future Fund was created 
in 2010 to ensure that all students, 
irrespective of their personal circumstances, 
are able to not only start their university 
degree but also continue to study and 
access funding that assists in covering the 
additional costs of their studies and day-
to-day expenses. Unforeseen circumstances 
may drastically change someone’s financial 
situation during their time at Griffith, and 
these scholarships may be the difference 
between them completing their degree 
or dropping out early. overcoming these 
financial or other barriers caused by personal 
circumstance ensures that the most talented 
and dedicated students from all backgrounds 
can complete their education and go on  
to make an invaluable contribution to  
the wider community—whether that be 

running their own business, becoming a 
professional musician or the researcher who 
cures malaria.

Chloe heterick, from a small town called 
Duraringa, 110 kilometres from Rockhampton, 
is currently studying a Bachelor of Laws/
Bachelor of Criminology and Criminal Justice 
with financial assistance from the students’ 
Future Fund.

“i come from a small town and i am the 
first in my family to attend university, so 
the scholarships have really supported me in 
my living and studying far away from home. 
it’s pretty safe to say they are life changing 
because without them, i wouldn’t be here,” 
Chloe says.

“it really helps more than people think.  
they have the best interests of the students 
at heart, and they don’t want to see anyone 
give up the opportunity to study because of 
financial situations. they make it their priority 
to make sure everyone is okay in more ways 
than one. they really do change lives.”

in describing her inspiration for studying 
at university she says: “i’ve always loved 

uniVersity degrees are more than just an education—they form the foundation 
of partnerships that continue for life.  partnerships formed with colleagues who have 
studied and worked together; with inspirational teachers who have shared wisdom 
and challenged students to solve important problems by thinking innovatively; even 
with local businesses who enabled our students to learn within the workplace; or with 
communities who have benefited from our volunteering endeavours. These partnerships 
are an important bond that we hope to nurture over years to come.

By continuing to engage with the university, our alumni maximise the value of their 
degrees. Staying connected keeps alumni informed of Griffith’s accomplishments and 
worldwide research outcomes, and provides opportunities for them to become involved.

We are immensely proud of our 130,000 graduates, many of whom are highly 
successful in their professions and disciplines and who are making vital contributions to 
their communities around the globe.

We are also grateful for the generous support given by so many of our alumni, 
business, industry and professional partners which helps extend our work in the 
community and to empower people with education.

We invite you to stay connected with Griffith university and deepen the value of these 
important life-long partnerships.

school, and writing.  in terms of inspiration 
though i’d say it was more of a personal 
decision. i didn’t want to do nothing, be 
nothing. i wanted to keep learning and 
further my education.”

Professor Marilyn McMeniman,  
Deputy Vice Chancellor and Provost, says 
the students’ Future Fund sits alongside  
a growing base of philanthropic support  
that helps the University extend its  
outreach and research outcomes to benefit 
the community.

“Giving to Griffith provides donors with 
an opportunity to develop a partnership 
that directly impacts people’s lives through 
education and research—with their 
investment multiplying many times, today, 
tomorrow and into the future,” Professor 
McMeniman says.

“it is particularly encouraging to see  
a growing number of Griffith staff taking  
part in the staff giving program, which 
reflects the dedication we all feel towards 
our teaching, research and community 
outreach achievements.”  
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Annual Appeal
the griffith uniVersity 
2012 Annual Appeal will be 
raising funds for the students’ 
Future Fund, and we hope 
you take the time to read our 
testimonials from students 
who have benefited from the 
scholarships. if you would like 
to find out more about how 
to assist this or other areas of 
the University, please contact 
the office of Development 
and Alumni, Griffith University 
on telephone +61 7 5552 
7218, email giving@griffith.
edu.au or visit Griffith.edu.au/
development-alumni.

Nathan Campus Plaza

Chloe Heterick
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