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High School Legal Essay Competition
Terms and conditions
Prizes

1. The Winner from both Gold Coast & Brisbane competitions will be awarded a $300 cash prize and a trophy. The Winner’s High School will also be awarded a perpetual trophy to display in school for 12 months.

2. Two runner-up winners from both Gold Coast & Brisbane competitions will receive a $100 cash prize each.

3. Every participant will receive a certificate of participation.

Essay rules

1. Essays must be on a legal topic or on a topic that raises legal questions or issues.

2. Essays must display evidence of research, analysis and evaluation.

3. Essays must be between 800 to 2,000 words including footnotes or endnotes.

4. Essays must have appropriate footnotes or endnotes.

5. A reference list must be included with each essay. Failure to include a reference list will disqualify the essay.

6. Students may submit an existing assignment (provided it is consistent with the essay rules)

Conditions of entry

1. Family members of staff at the Griffith Law School are ineligible to enter.

2. By submitting an essay, the entrant warrants it is their original work.

3. An entrant may submit one entry only.

4. Judging will be at the discretion of the organisers and the decisions of the judges will be final and no correspondence will be entered into.


Judging criteria

Clarity of expression

1. Use of plain, effective language.

2. Sufficient attention to grammar, spelling and syntax.

Quality of essay question

3. Level of interest: essay commands reader’s attention.

Quality of argument and analysis

4. Coherent arguments.

5. Logical progression of ideas, points and arguments.

6. Evidence of analysis.

7. Some evaluation or discussion of the issues.

Evidence of independent research

8. Adequate referencing and acknowledgement of sources.

9. Effective use of footnotes or endnotes.

10. Inclusion of reference list.
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