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Case Studies

Included here are some case studies for consideration in small groups.  The case study provides a brief overview of a proposed protocol and asks the group to imagine they are members of an ethics committee that has been asked to review the proposal.

The format of the case studies means that they lack much of the detail that the HREC would expect to see in an application for ethical clearance.  However, on the basis of the information provided your group is asked to consider the following:

1. Would you grant this project ethical clearance in its current form?

2. What clarifications would you seek from the applicant(s)?

3. What are some of the ethical issues / challenges raised by this proposed research?

4. What modifications to the project might address these ethical issues?

As time allows we will work our way through the case studies, and groups will be asked to report back on their views and decision.

Case One – Industry and Compliance

Managing risk in the hostel industry

Case Two – Genetics

Contributing factors in childhood obesity

Case Three – Prisons and Drugs

Evaluation of the ‘Leaving it in the past’ program

Case Four – Children and Sexual Abuse

The silent brave: Undisclosed sexual abuse in home stay in Australia, the United States and Canada

Case Five – Exercise

Impact of energy bars on elite athletic performance

