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1.0 RATIONALE

The teaching of literacy is both a central concern of primary school education and an arena in which theoretical and practical contests are played out. This subject aims to equip students for the task of teaching reading and writing from years 1 to 7. That task involves design, implementation and ongoing critical evaluation of an appropriate and effectively sequenced program of classroom and homework activities. To be fully prepared, the literacy teacher must know what to do and why that is the best thing to do at the time. This subject provides both a practical “how to” course and a practically-oriented critical review of the contesting and complementary theoretical approaches to the teaching of language and literacy in English. 

2.0
OBJECTIVES

2.1 This subject assists students in the development of skills and understandings related to the teaching of reading and writing. The teaching and learning elements of this subject aim:

1. to provide focused attention to the research, theory and teaching relating to reading and writing at home and school;

2. to develop awareness of the range of reading materials, including children's literature, available across the primary years;

3. to develop awareness of the range of classroom strategies available across the primary years;

4. to familiarise students with techniques and resources to minimise or overcome difficulties in reading and writing.

2.2 Upon successful completion of this subject students should be able to:

(i) Understand the processes of learning to read and write;

(ii) Understand and critically evaluate contemporary theories of teaching reading and writing including those that inform the Qld English syllabus;

(iii) Understand the link between different theories of reading and writing, syllabus requirements, school programs, year level programs and classroom strategies and practices;

(iv) Understand the complementary roles of the classroom teacher and home teachers in literacy education;

(v) Demonstrate knowledge of and skills in the application of a range of classroom strategies across the primary years;

(vi) Demonstrate knowledge of a range of reading materials and children's literature appropriate for classroom and home use;

(vii) Plan and justify reading/writing lessons appropriate to learners at different stages of reading/writing competence.

3.0
BRIEF DESCRIPTION

This subject is a systematic introduction to the research, theories and practical methods that inform the effective learning and teaching of reading and writing at school and at home.  It is designed to provide the background knowledge, understandings and skills necessary for teachers who will be involved in the preparation and implementation of appropriate and effective primary school reading and writing programs (1-7) that will form part of school literacy programs and fulfil. The theoretical work is tied directly to analysis of the current English syllabus requirements, sample reading and writing programs, units of work, and classroom strategies and practices. 

4.0
CONTENT

Lectures and tutorials will address the following topics:

· The Processes of Learning to Read

· Being a Reader; 4 roles of the reader;

· The nature of texts and comprehension;

· Teaching Reading; theories, principles of literacy learning and teaching 
· Programming

· Contested Ground: pedagogies/models/approaches

· Appropriate and Effective Classroom Strategies

· Planning units and lessons

· Factors affecting reading achievement

· Assessing Reading Achievement

· The processes of learning to be a writer of texts 

· What do writers do? Roles of the writer

· Understanding written texts: Genre Theory: Contextual Factors, Textual Features

· What teachers need to know about textual features

· Programming for teaching written composition 1-7

· Teaching writing skills

· Assessing writing

· Evaluating Reading & Writing Programs

· Selecting texts to read and write in the classroom

· Critical issues in R & W Achievement: Home-School Partnerships Diversity, Inclusivity

5.0
ORGANISATION AND TEACHING METHODS

5.3. The subject is offered through lectures and tutorials.

Two one-hour lectures are scheduled each week. 

Lecture 1, Tuesday 16:00-17:00 in Lecture Theatre 3

Lecture 2, Wednesday 13:00 - 14:00, in Lecture Theatre 4 

Tutorials will be one hour in duration and will be held on 

· Friday 11:00 –12:00 and 12:00-1:00 for Masters students, and 
· Tuesday1:00-2:00 for BEd Graduate entry students.
5.2 The expectation is that students will spend 10 hours/week on the subject, including 3 hours of class contact. In addition, there is a set of Readings and tutorial activities that accompanies the subject. 

6.0
ASSESSMENT

Assessment is by critical review, theoretically justified and defensible practical program, unit, and lesson plans, and tutorial preparation and participation.

6.1
Assessment Program

Item No.
Type
%
Length
Due

1
Critical review of three recent journal articles that focus on one current issue pertinent to the teaching of reading.
30
1500 word maximum
Friday 

Week 5

31-3-00 









2
Portfolio of 3 year level program overviews, 3 unit plans and 6 annotated lesson plans for teaching a selected reading/writing topics to students at 3 different levels of reading/writing competence. 

Rationale for selection and design of activities.


30

30
1500 word equivalent

1500 word maximum
Friday

Week 9

5-5-00









3
Tutorial Preparedness & Participation
10









6.2
Assessment Items: Tasks, Rationale & Criteria

6.2.1
ITEM 1: Critical Literature Review: 1500 words (30%).  Friday March 31st
6.2.1.1
Task:
Research 1990 – 2000 issues of some of the following periodicals: Australian Journal of Language and Literacy, The Reading Teacher, Reading Research Quarterly, Language and Education, The Journal of Educational Research, Language Arts, Reading and Writing Quarterly. (Recent issues of all of these journals are available as electronic journals, e-journals, accessible through the Library Web catalogue GriffLink)

Select and critically analyse 3 topically related scholarly articles that address a significant current issue in reading pedagogy, programs, and/or the appropriateness and effectiveness of particular classroom practices focused on the teaching of reading. 

1. Compare and contrast the views and evidence presented. 

2. Develop and defend an argument or thesis around one main concept from the readings. In order to complete the second section of this assignment you may need to use supplementary literature

(DO NOT CHOOSE ARTICLES FROM THE COURSE READINGS)

6.2.1.2
Assessment Rationale:

· A significant feature of professional practice is the ability to understand and critically analyse issues that arise in significant areas of pedagogy and curriculum design and implementation;

· Theory and research in reading pedagogy and curriculum forms the basis of good practice;

· Advanced skills in text analysis and written analytical exposition are essential for teachers of English.

6.2.1.3
Assessment Criteria:

1. Knowledge of current issues in teaching reading 
10%


Demonstrated in the ability to select scholarly articles that relevantly addresses the issue and to explain the relationship between the information, research, opinion in the articles to contemporary theories;

2. Ability to understand and analyse content
10%

Demonstrated in a clear explication and analysis of the major arguments contained in the material rather than recounting or describing the contents of the reading; 

3. Ability to critically evaluate and substantiate
10%

Demonstrated in the provision of a well-structured, well-substantiated critical evaluation of the article(s) using specific references to the article(s) and other relevant material eg. other readings, lecture and tutorial content and professional practice experience; 

· a coherent argument or thesis was stated in the introduction

· paper was structured with headings and sub-headings which indicated logical development of argument;

· concepts identified in the journal articles were compared and contrasted;

· conclusion summarised the conceptual findings and linked them to the thesis of the paper;

· Referencing format was accurate.
6.2.2 ITEM 2: Annotated Professional Workbook: 3000 words (60%). Friday May5th
6.2.2.1
Task:

There are two components to this piece of assessment:

Part A  
30%

a) write an overview of a reading/writing program for years 1, 3 and 5. Overviews can be a modification of one of the sample overviews (3 overviews in total);

b) plan a unit of work that will meet the reading/writing objectives for a particular segment of each of the three (3) specified year programs (3 unit plans in total). 

c) write detailed lesson plans for 2 lessons within each unit (6 lesson plans in total).

Part B
30%

Provide a rationale for your program, unit plans, lessons, and the texts, activities and assessment methods you have specified.  This justification must be succinct, well referenced and should show evidence of wide reading and a critical understanding of the issues pertaining to the teaching of reading.  This section of the assignment should be 1500 words (maximum).
6.2.2.2
Rationale Assignment 2:

· A significant feature of professional practice is the ability to plan programs, units and lessons for the development of students’: skills, knowledge, processes and attitudes relevant to a particular component of a program for teaching student reading and writing; 

· Classroom teachers need to be skilled in the application of theoretical understandings about reading and writing pedagogy, appropriate content for reading and writing programs in years 1-7, and appropriate and effective classroom practices and activities;

· Curriculum evaluation is an essential ongoing task for classroom teachers; such evaluations forge a necessary link between theory and practice.

6.2.2.3
Assessment criteria:

1. Demonstrated knowledge of practical methods for teaching students effective reading skills, process, knowledge, and attitudes and their strategic application to a real classroom situation;
10% 

2. Demonstrated knowledge of practical methods for teaching students effective writing skills, process, knowledge, and attitudes and their strategic application to a real classroom situation;
10%

3. Demonstrated knowledge of effective and appropriate program, unit and lesson: design, time allocation for activities, scope and sequencing of lessons, theoretical cohesion of school literacy program;
5%

4. Demonstrated knowledge of the different requirements of students at various year levels and levels of competence, including demonstrated knowledge of a range of possible individual and group student variables and methods for accounting for these in practice.
5%

5. Ability to relate such practical methods to a theory of teaching reading and writing that justifies their use in the specified classroom contexts, ie. the provision of a well referenced rationale;
30%

6. Control of textual features appropriate for a professional practitioner. NB Work not at tertiary level may not gain a pass mark overall.

6.2.3
(ITEM 3) Tutorial Preparation and Participation (10%)
Task & Assessment Criteria:

1. Attendance at tutorials is compulsory;

2. Knowledge and understanding of the designated tutorial pre-reading material;
5%

3. Active and informed participation in all scheduled tutorials.
5%

6.3
Assessment Marks

6.3.1 Each assessment item will be given a mark. This mark will either be on the returned assessment item or displayed on the School noticeboards. 

6.3.2 Students should not add up the marks awarded for each assessment to estimate their final grade. University policy is to use a criterion-based assessment system for grading work submitted for assessment. Staff will discuss with students the criteria to be used to determine grades. 

6.3.3 Late assignments will be penalised by 10% of the total grade for each day that the assignment is late without an extension. 

6.3.4 It should not be assumed that 50% is a pass mark. 

6.3.5 Students should consult the new University Assessment Policy, eg. in relation to late submission and associated penalties or any other issues related to assessment.  The School of Education and Professional Studies complies with the guidelines provided by the University.
6.4
Assignment Presentation Standards

· All essays should be originals (not copies) and students should retain a copy of all their submitted work.

· All assignments must be type written or word processed on single A4 pages with double spacing.  A cover sheet with the student’s name, number, subject name and number, lecturer’s name, and due date must be attached.  The title of essay must be included to identify the topic, which is being addressed in the essay.  If a student has been granted an extension, this must be noted on the cover sheet.  All sheets should be stapled or securely fastened in the top left corner. Assignments must not be submitted in folders where each page is in an individual plastic envelope.
· All pieces of work must be submitted to gain a pass grade in this subject. 

· Levels of literacy must be at a tertiary level.  Work that does not conform to this level may not gain a pass mark.  This is a non-graded, prerequisite requirement of this subject.

· Assessment is criterion based. Explicit criteria are attached to each assessment item.

· Inclusive language must be used.

· Word limits must be adhered to.  Marks will only be awarded for that which is contained within the word limit.

· Extensions must be sought prior to the due date.  They must be sought, in writing, through the subject convenor.  Extensions sought after the due date will be granted only in extenuating circumstances such as provision of a medical certificate containing appropriate documentation of illness.

· Late assignments will be penalised.  Students will lose 10% of the total grade for each day that the assignment is late without an extension.

· The School of Education and Professional Studies encourages the use of APA format for citations and reference list.  The APA style guide is available in the library.

· Assignments will be returned in class or according to other arrangements made in class.  Where assignments have not been able to be returned in class, they will be deposited in the collection boxes on the 3rd floor of the Education Building.  Students should be aware that assignments are not secure in this area as it is a public collection area.   

· Assignments should NOT be deposited or returned though the reception area or by depositing under doors. 

· Assignments must be submitted on or before 5pm on the due date unless otherwise advised by your tutor.  They can be dropped off in the assignment boxes outside the general education office on level 3.  Assignments should not be deposited - or returned via the Faculty.  Uncollected assignments are retained by the subject convenor for a period of six months, after which time any uncollected work will be destroyed.

6.4.1
Citation Procedures
· APA format is the preferred style within the School of Education, so it is recommended that you use this style.  When you use readings from a compilation of readings, the readings must be cited using the original source, not as “subject readings” or similar.

· The point of using references and citations is that the reader is able to find the source of your information.  Accordingly, it is necessary that you provide the details that would enable this to happen.

6.4.2
Reference List

Books in your reference list must be in alphabetical order:

For books: cite name of author, year of publication (in parentheses), title of book (either underlined or italicised), place of publication, name of publisher.

e.g. Bourdieu, P. (1992).  The logic of practice.  London:  Polity Press.

For journal articles: Cite name or author, year of publication (in parenthesis), title of article, journal name (italics/underline), volume number (italics/underline), number of journal  (in parentheses), page numbers.

e.g. Apple, M.A.. (1993).  The politics of official knowledge:  Does a national curriculum make sense.  Discourse. 14 (1).  1 - 16.

For chapters in books cite name of author, year of publication (in parentheses), title of chapter, editor/s of book, title of book (either underlined or italicised), pages, place of publication, name of publisher.

e.g. Kemmis, S. (1990).  Curriculum in Australia:  Contemporary issues. In J.V. D’Cruz & P. Langford (Eds.)  Issues in Australian Education.  pp. 82-139. Melbourne:  Longman Cheshire.

6.4.3
Referencing In The Body Of Text

You must reference where your ideas come from.  If you do not this is a form of plagiarism and is regarded as a very serious offence with significant ramifications.  If you quote directly (verbatim) you should reference the author, year and page number.  This will vary as to how you have used the quote but generally you would use the following format:

e.g.  Dowling (1991, p. 149) argues that “Such a deconstruction will involve the speaking of the unspeakable - the rendering audible of the classability relation - and so must be a very public affair.”

Quotes of more than 25 words must be indented, single spaced and without inverted commas.  Depending on how the quote is used, the author may precede the quote (as in the above example) or follow the quote as in the following example:

e.g.  Another position has been proposed which raises contractions to the dominant model. 

Additionally, the radical potential and contribution of Piaget’s work cannot be considered outside a historical context.  I want to make a distinction between the radical intentions of the author, in this case Piaget, and the, radical or otherwise, effects of this work at any particular moment (Walkerdine, 1984, p. 189).

When an author of a chapter of a book is used you cite only the author and the year.  The site from the book becomes apparent when the reference list is constructed.  For example using the Kemmis example above, it is possible to see that Kemmis wrote the article/chapter and that it con be found in J.V. D’Cruz & P. Langford (Eds.)  Issues in Australian Education.
7.0
TEXTS AND SUPPORTING MATERIALS

7.1 Specified Texts

EPS 2042 Graduate Readings

English in Years 1 to 10 Queensland Syllabus Materials: Full Set.

[These Syllabus materials will be used repeatedly in all BEd and English education subjects as well as being essential professional resources]

Hill, S., 1999 Phonics. Armadala, Victoria: Eleanor Curtin Publishing.

[ISBN 1 875327 51 7]

Hill, S., 1999 Guiding literacy learners. Armadala, Victoria: Eleanor Curtin Publishing. [ISBN 1 875327 52 5]

7.2 Recommended Texts

Ramsay, M.A., 1998 The complete guide to English usage for Australian students. 3rd Edition. Melbourne: Moreton Bay Publishing. 

Pressley, M., 1998 Reading instruction that works: the case for balanced teaching. New York: The Guilford Press. 

7.2
Recommended Readings/References

Adams, M.J., 1990, Beginning to read: thinking and learning about print. Urbana-Champaign: Center for the Study of Reading.

Snow, C.E., Burns, M.S., & Griffin, P., 1998, Preventing reading difficulties in young children. Washington, DC: National Academy Press.

DEETYA 1998, Literacy for all: The Challenge for Australian Schools,

Commonwealth Literacy Policies for Australian Schools, Canberra.

Cusworth, R and Simons, J (1997) Beyond the Script: Drama in the classroom.

Newtown NSW: Primary English Teaching Association.

Emmitt ,M. and Pollock, J. (1997) 2nd Edition, Language and Learning: An

Introduction to Teaching. Melbourne: Oxford University Press.

Fatouras, C. & Walters-moore, C. (1997) Using Software in English, Sydney:

Primary English Teaching Association.

Hancock, J. and Leaver, C. (1994) Major Teaching Strategies for English.

Melbourne: ARA.

Huck, C (1987) Children's Literature in the Elementary School. 4th edn.

New York: Holt Rinehart & Winston.

Nicoll, V. (ed.) (1996) May I See Your Program Please? : Australian

Teachers Share Their Programming Practice. Newtown NSW: Primary English

Teaching Association

Primary English Teaching Association, NSW. (1998) Getting Started: Ideas for the

Literacy Teacher.

Sandstrom, R. (ed.) (1994) Programming for literacy learning. Victoria: ARA.

Smith, Frank (1988) Joining the Literacy Club: Further Essays into

Education. London: Heinemann Educational.

Student Work Samples in English 1996, Australian Literacy Federation and

Curriculum Corporation, Melbourne.

General books and specialist journals on the teaching of English can be found in the

library.

Curriculum statements and syllabus documents

A Statement on English for Australian Schools. (1994) Melbourne: Curriculum

Corporation.

Curriculum and Standards Framework : English. (1995) Melbourne: Victoria Board

of Studies.

English: A Curriculum Profile for Australian Schools, (1994) Melbourne:

Curriculum Corporation

English K-6 Syllabus and Support Document. (1994) Sydney: NSW Board of

Studies.

First Steps, (1992) Western Australia: Ministry of Education.(republished, 1994

Longman-Cheshire for general sale under license.)

DEET, (1991) Australia's Language: The Australian Language and Literacy Policy.

Canberra: AGPS.
8.0
ADMINISTRATION

Levels of literacy must be at a tertiary level.  Work which does not conform to this level may not gain a pass mark.  This is a non-graded, prerequisite requirement of this subject.

Assessment is criterion based.  Subject outlines should contain explicit criteria to which the assessment item will be marked.  

Expression must be non-sexist, non-racist.  Inclusive language must be used.

All assessment items must be the original copy.  Students should retain a copy of their work.

Word limits must be adhered to.  Assessment items which exceed the work limit will be read to the limit, the remainder may be disregarded.  Marks will only be awarded for that which is contained within the word limit.

Extensions must be sought prior to the due date.  The must be sought, in writing, through the subject convenor.  Extensions sought after the due date will be granted only in extenuating circumstances such as provision of a medical certificate containing appropriate documentation of illness.

All assignments must be printed or typed on A4 paper with double line spacing.  A cover sheet with the student’s name, number, subject code and name, tutor’s name and due date must be provided.  The title of the assignment/essay must be included so as to identify the essay.  If an extension has been granted, thus must be noted on the cover.  All sheets should be securely stapled or fastened in the top left hand corner or bound with firm binding.  Assignments must not be submitted in folders where each sheet is in an individual plastic sheet.

All assignments must use a recognised and systematic system for citations and reference list (not a bibliography).  The School of Education and Professional Studies encourages the use of APA format.  The APA style guide is available in the library.

All pieces of work must be submitted to gain a pass grade in this subject. 

Essays must be submitted by the due time on the due date.  Unless specified, this will be assumed to be 4pm.  They can be deposited in the assignment boxes in the general foyer of the 3rd floor of the Education Building.  

Assignments will be returned in class or according to other arrangements made in class. 

Assignments should not be deposited or returned though the reception area or by depositing under doors. 

Uncollected assignments are retained by the subject convenor for a period of 6 months, after which time any uncollected work will be destroyed.
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