Title: Many pathways to studying Human studies.

Gari: I came from Zimbabwe back in Africa and my initial studies were in human services but the work that I did after my first studies weren’t in Human services I was working more within a corporate environment, but my heart just in Human Services so when I got the opportunity to come out here and to do some postgraduate studies. Yeah I Jumped on it. 2 Years has gone by now and I am already finished, I’ll be graduating in the next couple of weeks and I am hoping that I may be able to progress further in the mental health field and perhaps do some other postgraduate studies but at the moment I think that’s enough.

Lana: And the work that I done before just held no meaning for me at all and I thought what am I going to do I have no interest in what I’m trained for 
Immaculee: I was a nurse midwife, and when I finished my studies in my country the war started and I left my country. I went outside and the knowledge I had I used in refugee camps I used long time like 13 years. But I didn’t forget I used my knowledge in refugee camps and when I got the opportunity to come here I said ‘ah that’s good!’
Title: What has the program been like?

Gari: I actually appreciate the nature of the major companies of the program they encompass a lot of diversity and you know the way they appreciate the fact that out there we have a range of different clients come from different backgrounds and most of our frameworks need to encompass that kind of ideology that you are dealing with different people. I am kind of glad that this program addresses that and even when I was out of placement the way each and every worker addressed diversity was actually amazing and I actually didn’t expect that. I am glad it addresses that.
Lana: I thought the post grad courses would be beyond me but to the contrary I am finding that the post grad courses that because they are so focused and so specialised I am finding that I am really motivated and I am enjoying them and doing really well in them and they are absolutely relevant. So at first you can struggle at seeing the relevance of things but as you progress you absolutely see how relevant everything is that you are taught there is nothing sort of superfluous. 
Title: The course the benefits.

Gari: For one it did help me to kind of like be enlightened with the policies that are being practised but at the same time being a recent arrival of Australia it kind of gave me an eye opener of some of the laws and policies that we need to follow as citizens within Australia and I think it also tapped on some of the resources that are available to actually refer to in terms of crucial policies that I can use for my own personal use. 

Lana: The program that I am doing has been designed to you know put people out there as soon as possible. So maybe that’s just the program I am doing that’s a bit different but I mean a lot of people are getting snapped up as soon as they graduate.

Title: Logan campus – Campus Life

Lana: Logan is a fantastic campus I am so glad I am at Logan because it is so small isn’t it?
Joanna: I think it’s great tho also at Logan I don’t know if it’s just our degree or the campus itself but the lecturers are always easy to approach. So they do stay behind you know 5 minutes after class because it is only 5 minutes walk to the next class, so they know they aren’t going to be late you know. I think it is great to have that resource there.

Immaculee: It’s a long time coming like 13 Years and when I started I was scared I said “Oh my God where? I want to start!” but I found teachers, they’re really helpful.
Gari: The journey of a thousand miles starts with a single step and for international students I think coming to Griffith would be the thousand miles but if the opportunity is there to be able to take it well that’s the first single step. 

Lana: I’d say do it, definitely do it! Don’t create barriers that aren’t there. You know put in your application then when you get here just see the way that you know that all the barriers you thought might be in your way are knocked down by all the support systems you have in place. Yet this is the place to be this is what you should be looking at doing.
