Tallebudgera – Australia’s Cleanest Beach 2011

Dale Mills, Deputy Principal, Tallebudgera Beach School: For me as a local, it’s a wonderful location. To come down here on weekends and see lots of family groups on the beach, making the most of it, swimming, fishing having a fantastic time. It’s one of the positives of being on the Gold Coast, a waterway such as this one where you have the surf and the creek and the mountain. It’s a beautiful spot.
Councillor Daphne McDonald: Tallebudgera Beach is just such a wonderful asset for the whole community. It’s a great location and the community just owns it.

Gwen Welford, Neptune’s Royal Life Saving Club: The scenery around here, looking at the headland, the mouth of the Creek and looking up the Creek to the mountain. It’s just such a beautiful spot so what more could you ask for.
Councillor Daphne McDonald: We were just as pleased as punch actually for 2011 to be crowned as Australia’s Cleanest Beach. It’s just such a wonderful acknowledgement for the whole community. Because it is a big job, it’s not just the few weeks when the judging is taking place. It’s over a period of time. It’s a partnership and that partnership has worked very well over the years.
Grant Evans, Keep Australia Beautiful, Queensland Judge: What impressed me about Tallebudgera, and most of the beaches on the Gold Coast ,is the role the Council plays in ensuring that the beaches are clean, that they are maintained and are safe and there are also community groups, such as Beach Care, who do a marvellous job. And also there is the general community. There is a lot of community pride along in the Gold Coast. So many people walk the beaches in the morning and voluntarily pick up litter to make sure that the beach is kept clean.
Councillor Greg Betts: It’s a reflection of how our community looks after our area and also the staff of Council. It’s a big effort to look after a big stretch of coastline so I’m sure that the staff themselves are very proud of it.

Skye Bond, Tallebudgera Surf Life Saving Club: We have an intensive Nipper program down here, so obviously Sunday morning is our main Nipper day down here. That’s why we are so keen to kept it clean as well because obviously we have kids coming down here all the time and using this beach and as I said on a good day on a Sunday it’s three hundred and eighty Nippers with two parents and siblings so you can have nearly one thousand people down here on a Sunday morning.
Gwen Welford, Neptune’s Royal Life Saving Club: I’ve been coming here now for 64 years since 1959 patrols have been carried out here at Tallebudgera Creek. I think the locals love it and I think they look after it because it’s just such a beautiful spot.

Naomi Edwards, Griffith Centre for Coastal Management, Beach Care Coordinator: Beach Care is the Gold Coast dune care program and it’s carried out through the Coastal Community Engagement Program at the Griffith Centre for Coastal Management. The Beach Care group here are fantastic. I think all the Beach Care records have actually occurred at Beach Care groups here. I think there was one day here that we had over seventy-five people on the dunes taking action and caring for the local beaches.
Dale Mills, Deputy Principal, Tallebudgera Beach School: So not only to be here recreationally, but to actually work in such an environment is absolutely wonderful. We have got potentially the greatest location of a school throughout Queensland throughout Australia, and we consider ourselves very fortunate that students come to us. They love all the activities we do and it’s really easy to press home the message about looking after the environment and being accountable and implementing sustainable practices.
Skye Bond, Tallebudgera Surf Life Saving Club: Between the school, Griffith and ourselves, working all together, it’s being drummed into the kids about what they need to do.
Grant Evans, Keep Australia Beautiful, Queensland Judge: I mean if you look up and down the beach behind me it’s spotless. I’ve noticed over the three years that I’ve been judging the Gold Coast beaches all the beaches are clean. I mean they really put in a big effort. The good thing about it also is that I see improvement each time.
Naomi Edwards, Griffith Centre for Coastal Management, Beach Care Coordinator: The greatest thing about having the recognition of Australia’s Cleanest Beach is that it’s actually promoted those conversations to keep those partnerships happening. It did identify that nearly every beach on the Gold Coast could be Australia’s Cleanest Beach and there is no doubt about that.
Councillor Daphne McDonald: Winning this award it’s just such a community event and it’s the whole community that has to be thanked.

Gwen Welford, Neptune’s Royal Life Saving Club: As you know this beach is the cleanest beach in Australia and I love it and we should look after it.

