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Koalas doomed
warns ex-minister

Brian Williams
ENVIRONMENT REPORTER

SOUTHEAST Queensland’s cel-

unlesa human population growth
is reined in, former sustainability
McNamara

who  will
address a Queensland Conser-
vation Council meeting on popu-
lation growth today, said there

over the past

¢ the fewer of
everything else there is.”
And the former member for the
tate seat of Hervey Bay believes
successor as Sustainability
inister, Kate Jones, has little
ance of being able to stem the
species decline if the human
population continues to expand.
r McNamara said when he
‘was minister he had struggled to
8 on to the
policy,
g the root cause of
anning problems at state and
deral level.
“We don’t talk about it in
government,” he said. “It's a
assive blind spot.”
Similarly, he said the Federal
overnment’s Emissions Trading
'Scheme was a futile exercise.
“Every day, the front pages are
overed in variations of the same
problem,” Mr McNamara said.
‘Tr'il'ﬁc cong(—\sunn, overcrowd-
ing on trains, waiting lists in our
hospitals, housing affordability,
social alienation in urban sprawl,
declining koala numbers, reef run-
off or global warmin:
only one problem ... u
In 1994, the Australian Acad-
emy of Science said a population
of 23 million should be Ausiralia’s
1 it. But more recently, scientist
im Fla.'nnely suggested the
ation’s carrying capacity could
be as low as eight to 12 million.
Despite this, the baby bonus
and high immigration rates com-
bined last year to push Australia

up the population growth league.

ithere is

OUT ON A LIMB: Queensland’s koalas are loslnq their battle with humans.

Annual growth was L7 per cent,
compared with 0.9 per cent in the
US, 0.3 per cent in the UK, India
1.6 and Indonesia 1.2.
Australia was expected to pass
100 million inhabitants by 2100.
Mr McNamara said the poorest

nations were mostly characterised

bv large populations, in the 50 to
00 million range. This showed

populauon growth Wah

harbinger for e

Rather, evidence suggested high

growt_h was associated with de-

not a
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clining relative per capita GDP.

The Queensland Conservation
Council celebrates its 40th anni-
versary this weekend, with a
dinner at the Gabba tomorrow
night and talks at the Queensland
Museum on Sunday.




P lose Government
o reaction against SPP1/95
2 Planning Policy watered down

RP takes over responsibility for Koalz

1ess as usual
entation of Koala lobby




on keeping on
GET SERIOUS
in the face of politicians
iIde fodder for media

lirty and act dirty

ys get nothing




cal Landscz

— Redlands / Logan / Brist
— Next Election 2012!

e Opposition — Absent!!

eral — Fiddle whilst Rome bu
t Action — It is down to




