
 
The Horizon Project Metatrends 
Seven Ways Technology is Unfolding, Everywhere We Look 
 
After nearly a decade of tracking the evolution of emerging technology as part of the New 
Media Consortium’s Horizon Project, Johnson has uncovered seven clear patterns in the 
evolution of technology that can only be seen over time.  While the technologies and 
practices highlighted in the many Horizon Reports published over this time are being 
implemented in ways that reflect local constraints and challenges, it is clear that these 
underlying patterns are at the heart of how learning, work, and play are evolving worldwide 
and in every sector of education.  
 
Many of the things highlighted in past Horizon Reports have already become quite 
commonplace and are integrated into everyday activities; others are still unfolding, 
converging and morphing along with parallel developments that are pushing them in one 
direction or another. While the currents and eddies of emerging technology are complex, it is 
clear that what the Horizon Project has been detailing are developments fueled by these 
seven profound channels of change.   
 
Join project founder Larry Johnson as he outlines the pathways of innovation and 
technological evolution that he believes are deeply impacting how we think about our world, 
and how we teach, learn, create, and even communicate.  
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Dr. Larry Johnson is Chief Executive Officer of the New Media 
Consortium (NMC), an international consortium of nearly 300 world-
class universities, colleges, museums, research centers, and 
technology companies dedicated to the exploration and application 
of emerging technologies. He is an acknowledged expert on the 
effective application of technology to learning, research, and creative 
expression, and has worked extensively to build common ground 
among universities, museums and schools across North America and 
in more than a dozen other countries.  Dr. Johnson has over 25 years 
of experience in the higher education arena, having served in roles 
from faculty to dean, CIO, provost, and president.  
 

 


