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Children’s environments: Planning

and understanding children’s lives

In our fast-changing urban world impacts of social and
environmental change on children are often overlooked.
Neighbourhoods are changing. People lead more spatially
dispersed lives, which arguably diminishes their local social
connections. What is unknown at present is the impact this
has on children’s lives. This seminar addresses the factors
that determine social and environmental connectivity and
whether neighbourhood social connectivity is still present in
urban areas for children. It presents findings from research
undertaken with 163 children aged 9-11 in Dunedin, New
Zealand. It examines both children’s changing environmental
relationships with their neighbourhoods and the wider city,
and the research methods used in studying children’s lives.

Claire is Director of the post graduate planning program at
the University of Otago, Dunedin and currently holds a
Planning Fellowship at the University of Queensland.
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