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Poverty and Inequality in Italy 
— a comparative perspective — 

The distribution of income and poverty in Italy is marked by territorial 
difference. Italy’s unique socio-economic structure, deeply rooted in its 
history, is explored with reference to other European countries and to 
Australia. 
 
David Benassi is senior lecturer in economic and urban sociology at the 
university of Milano Bicocca (Italy). His main research interests are poverty 
and inequality, welfare policies and social change. 
 
 


