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Public policy responses to child sexual abuse are dominated by interventions 
designed to take effect only after offenders have already begun offending, and 
after children have already been sexually abused. Comparatively little attention 
has been given to alternative prevention strategies - particularly to those aimed at preventing sexual 
abuse before it might otherwise occur. Considerable knowledge has been accumulated on the 
characteristics, modus operandi and persistence of offenders, the characteristics, circumstances and 
outcomes for victims, and the physical and social settings in which sexual abuse occurs, but little work has 
been done to systematically apply this knowledge to prevention. 
 
This book aims to fulfil this objective through integrating clinical and criminological concepts and 
knowledge to inform a more comprehensive and effective public policy approach to preventing child 
sexual abuse. Empirical and theoretical knowledge concerning child sexual abuse is integrated with 
broader developments in evidence-based crime and child maltreatment prevention, leading to new 
ideas about understanding and preventing child sexual abuse. This book will be essential reading for 
anybody with interests in this field. 

 
 

               
 
 

The Key Centre for Ethics, Law, Justice and Governance would be delighted if you could join us at the 
launch of this new book. 
 
 
Date:  Thursday 29 May, 2008  

Time:  7.00pm - 9.00pm 

Venue:  Griffith University Queensland College of Art, Webb Centre (S02), Level 7,  
   226 Grey Street, South Bank 
 
Please RSVP to Susan Lockwood-Lee (s.lockwood-lee@griffith.edu.au, tel: 3735 5997) by 23 May. 
 
Book Publisher: Willan Publishing (www.willanpublishing.co.uk) 
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